August 16, 2010

Chris Korleski, Ohio EPA Director

P.O. Box 1049 
Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049
Richard Cordray, Ohio Attorney General

30 E. Broad St. 17th Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215
RE: Ohio State Attorney General Richard Cordray -vs- Heartland Refinery Group LLC
Dear sirs:

I am writing on behalf of Ohio Citizen Action, an organization with 80,000 dues-paying members statewide, many of whom live in the Columbus area.

We urge you to seek an immediate temporary restraining order to stop operations at Heartland Petroleum in Columbus.  There is no reason why area neighbors and businesses should continue to suffer from Heartland Petroleum’s fumes and fires while the courts consider the State lawsuit. The trial isn’t even set to begin until June 14, 2011.

According to your filing with the courts on June 15 of this year, Heartland is “an imminent threat to human health and the environment.”  The Ohio EPA has cited Heartland for uncontrolled releases of sulfur dioxide and hydrogen chloride.  According to the federal Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry sulfur dioxide can cause breathing problems, especially for asthmatics, and hydrogen chloride is corrosive and can cause panting, narrowing of the bronchioles, and build-up of fluid in the lungs.
While we are confident a solution can be found for Heartland Petroleum to safely co-exist with their neighbors, an immediate temporary restraining order is imperative to protect public health and the environment until that solution is reached.  
With thanks,

Kate Russell, Organizer

(614) 263-4600

krussell@ohiocitizen.org

