Fire Timeline

·  2007- Rumpke and GSF Energy (successor to Getty Synthetic Fuels) build a third gas recovery plant at the landfill, making the complex the largest of its kind in the world. 
· 2008- Rumpke and GSF note less gas coming from the north end of the landfill, which they attribute to too much condensed water in the wells. Dewatering pumps added and certain wells re-drilled to increase the flow of gas.
· June 2009 –Project completed and pumps turned on. According to an internal Rumpke document (http://ohiocitizen.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/Excerpt-from-RSL-action-plan-Feb.-2010.pdf), secured through a public records request:
“GSF first noted a rise in wellhead temperatures in the north end of RSL (Rumpke Sanitary Landfill) almost immediately after turning on the pumps. This was not unexpected because many of those wells had water in the borehole that restricts the flow of LFG (landfill gas). In general, when the water level in a given well is lowered sufficiently to expose some of the slot lines in the casing, LFG flow increases from the base of well where typically gas temperatures are higher than at the top of the well. This results in an increase in well head temperature.”

· August 31, 2009 - Rumpke reports temperatures above the safe operating level of 149 degrees Fahrenheit and lower than optimal methane levels - under 50%- in well W-135. While neither smoke nor flame is present, a reaction 100 feet underground with temperatures this high is considered “fire” by regulators. 
· March 2010- Ohio EPA, Rumpke, Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services, U.S. EPA, Hamilton County Public Health Department and Colerain Township Fire Department & Trustees had formed a task force and drafted a response plan.  Subsequent monitoring of 18 different locations in the affected area found temperatures as high as 200 degrees Fahrenheit and also elevated carbon monoxide levels.  

· March 2010- Rumpke fined $98,000 for violating the Clean Air Act with emissions from the fire. Odor complaints are pouring in to county agencies, with 47 complaints logged for March 5th alone.

·  April 1st – Local, state and federal regulators reveal that approximately 11 acres are affected by the fire and that “abnormal settlement” is occurring in an area that had been filled between 1998 and 2002 called Phase V.  Rumpke internal documents indicated the rate of settlement to be approximately 1 foot per week.

· May 2010 – Rumpke completes installation of the odor control blanket, but the work to install also leads to increased odor complaints.

· June 2010 – Ohio EPA cites Rumpke for violating the Clean Air Act by failing to capture fugitive emissions from the landfill due to an equipment malfunction. The increased emissions caused the rash of odor complains on March 5th.  

