Memorandum




To:  	Political reporters

Fr:  	Brandi Whetstone

Dt:  	June 19, 2002



A sample of Columbus TV news programs 

in the days leading up to the primary election



In 2000, Ohio Citizen Action led a campaign to persuade Ohio television stations to provide more substantive news before Election Day.  Six stations across the state made a commitment to air five minutes nightly of candidate and issue discussion during the month prior to elections.  A sample  of seven Columbus local news programs were reviewed to find out what kind of political stories were aired prior to the 2002 primary election.  



The election is coming



In the 6 p.m. program viewed the evening before the election, Columbus television stations provided very little substantive information about candidates or issues.  None of the stations in Columbus aired stories about candidates on the primary election ballot.  Four of the six stories were about candidates who were not on the primary ballot.  Two of those segments briefly mentioned a write-in candidate for governor, but the stories did not provide information about the candidate or his views.  None of the stories actually featured the write-in candidate speaking.



Ballot issue information was also slim in the 6 pm news program.  Channel 4 and 10 mentioned that there were different types of school issues, but did not provide any specific information about what purpose the ballot issues served.  



The election was not the top story in any of the news programs.  Instead, top stories for channel 6 and 10 were about severe weather in Central Ohio.  Channel 4’s top story was about Governor Taft signing an anti-porn law, and on Channel 28 the crisis in the Catholic Church was the top story.  



All four stations announced the election is coming, with information about what time the polls open and close. Simply stating the election is coming does not equip voters with any insight when it comes time to vote.  Projected low voter turnout was another topic of election stories.  This may have produced a self-fulfilling prophecy in Franklin County, where voter turnout was only 11.07%.











The day before the election:  An overview of election related stories 

identified on May 6 in the 6 pm news*

Television Stations�Length of Story�Summary of Content��WCMH Channel 4�128 seconds 

or just over 2 minutes�“Decision 2002” segment gives a reminder of the primary election, and mentions the school districts with ballot issues.  It also reminds voters that districts have changed, and highlights the projected low voter turnout.  ��WSYX Channel 6�35 seconds�An Ohio teacher is short by 1,000 signatures to be on the ballot for governor, but he can be a write-in candidate.  It also gives a reminder that the primary election is taking place and the time polls are open and closed.  ��WBNS Channel 10�1.  36 seconds

2.  26 seconds

Total:  62 seconds�1.“Election 2002” segment goes over school finance issues on the ballot and describes the different types of bond issues.  

2. Congressman James Traficant will not be in the primary but is filing to be on the November ballot as an independent.  There is also a reminder that the primary is taking place and the time polls are open and closed.  

 ��WTTE Channel 28*�1. 23 seconds

2. 31 seconds

Total: 54 seconds�1. Congressman James Traficant will not be in the primary but is filing to be on the November ballot. 

2. An Ohio teacher is short by 1,000 signatures to be on the ballot for governor, but he can be a write-in candidate.  There is a reminder that the primary election is taking place and the time polls are open and closed.  ��*Channel 28 only does a 10-11 pm news program in the evening.  The entire hour was used in the sample.  

Stories about candidates who are not on the ballot��Television Stations�Total # of election related stories�Stories mentioning candidates who are not on the ballot��WCMH Channel 4�4�0��WSYX Channel 6�1�1��WBNS Channel 10�6�2��WTTE Channel 28�2�2��Total�13�5��

Candidate coverage leaves much to be desired



Viewers did not hear from any candidates on the ballot during the seven programs reviewed in the sample.  Columbus stations actually provided more stories about candidates who were not going to be on the ballot.  



The only stories mentioning candidates on the ballot were about poll results indicating who voters favored for the state treasurer’s race, aired on Channel 4 and 10.  None of the stations provided information about the candidates for state treasurer.



Franklin County had few contested races for state and congressional level office, but that does not mean there was nothing to report on.  There were two contested Congressional races and two Ohio house races, as well as the statewide treasurer’s race.  The surrounding counties also had contested races for a variety of county level positions, including races for county commissioner and county auditor.  

 



































Ballot issue stories aired during the sample

Television station�Time devoted to ballot issue story�Time devoted to issue representatives speaking�Summary of ballot issue��WCMH Channel 4�60 seconds�24 seconds�Bond issue to fund senior services��WBNS Channel 10�1. 36 seconds

2. 127 seconds or

just over 2 minutes

3. 107 seconds or just under 2 minutes�1. 0 seconds

2. 24 seconds

3. 34 seconds�1. “Election 2002” segment about the different school finance issues. 

2. Madison Twp. Bond issue to fund emergency services. 

3. Olentangy school district bond issue��

Ballot issues in the news



Channel 10 aired the most ballot issue stories during their news programs.  A ballot issue story occurred on three out of the seven programs reviewed in the sample.  Channel 6 and 28 failed to cover any ballot issues during those days.



Franklin County had 8 ballot issues for voters to decide on, ranging from emergency service issues to school funding issues.  If the counties surrounding Franklin County are included  (Licking, Delaware, Marion, and Fairfield counties), then there were 19 issues on the ballot in the Central Ohio region. 

































Overview





Columbus TV stations and primary election stories aired in the sample

Television station�Time devoted to Primary Election stories�Time devoted to *issue representatives speaking�Time devoted to candidates speaking��WCMH Channel 4�236 seconds or almost 4 minutes�24 seconds�0 seconds��WSYX Channel 6�35 seconds�0 seconds�0 seconds��WBNS Channel 10�358 seconds or almost 6 minutes�58 seconds�0 seconds��WTTE Channel 28�54 seconds�0 seconds�0 seconds��Total�683 seconds or 11.4 minutes�82 seconds or 1 minute 24 seconds�0 seconds��* Issue representatives are the spokespeople for particular ballot issues.  For example, a representative from the Franklin County Office on Aging comments on a ballot issue about senior services.  





WCMH Channel 4 News Programming

Primary Election stories identified in sample



Date: May 6, 2002 

Time aired (approximately): 6:06pm

Summary of story: “Decision 2002” segment gives a reminder about the primary election, and also mentions changes to districts and projected low turnout.  There is also a list of districts where there are school issues.  Guy Reece from the Board of Elections speaks briefly to remind voters about changes to districts.  

Frame:  Other

Total length of story: 128 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0



Date: May 2, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 6:17pm

Summary of story: “Decision 2002” segment discusses a bond issue to fund senior services, which include meals on wheels and home care.  Janet Caldwell from the Franklin County Office on Aging speaks about the need for services.  

Frame: Issue

Total length of story: 60 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: Janet Caldwell-24 seconds. 







Date: April 30, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 6:10pm

Summary of story: Segment mentions the primary election coming up, but focuses on the expected low turnout of 16%.    

Frame: Other

Total length of story: 18 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0



Date: April 26, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 6:17pm

Summary of story: A poll was conducted on Ohio statewide races.  Results indicate who voters favor for state treasurer and governor.

Frame: Strategy

Total length of story: 30 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0



Total amount of time devoted to the primary election:  236 seconds 

Total amount of time with candidates/issue representatives talking:  24 seconds 



WSYX Channel 6 news programming

Primary Election stories identified in sample



Date: May 6, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 6:15 pm

Summary of story: Ohio teacher attempts to be on the ballot for governor but is short by 1,000 signatures.  He can still be a write-in candidate.  Reminder that the primary election is taking place along with the time polls will be open and closed.  

Frame: Other

Total length of story: 35 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0



Total amount of time devoted to the primary election:  35 seconds

Total amount of time with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0 seconds



WBNS Channel 10 News Programming

Primary Election stories identified in sample



Date: May 6, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 6:10pm

Summary of story: Congressman James Traficant will not be in the primary but is filing to be on the November ballot as an independent.  There is a reminder that the primary is the next day and gives time polls are open and closed.  

Frame: Other

Total length of story:  26 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0



Date: May 6, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 6:10pm

Summary of story: “Election 2002” segment goes over school finance issues on the ballot, describes the different types of issues.  

Frame: Issue

Total length of story: 36 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0



Date: May 5, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 11:05pm

Summary of story:  “Election 2002” segment talks about Congressman James Traficant in a court case and will not be in the primary.  There is a reminder of the primary date. 

Frame: Other

Total length of story: 27 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0



Date: May 2, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 6:15pm

Summary of story: Madison Twp. Issue 24 is discussed.  This bond issue would provide money for necessary city services.  Fire chief Robert Bates talks about the need for more funding for the fire department, and Madison Twp. trustee Jim Hummell speaks briefly about the need for funding.  

Frame: Issue

Total length of story: 127 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: Robert Bates-10 seconds, Jim Hummell-14 seconds.  (24 seconds total)



Date: April 30, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 6:15pm

Summary of story: “Election 2002” segment about the Olentangy school district bond issue, and the cost to homeowners if the issue passes.  Superintendent Bill Reimer speaks about the issue.  

Frame: Issue

Total length of story: 107 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: Bill Reimer-34 seconds



Date: April 26, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 6:10pm

Summary of story: “Election 2002” segment talks about the state treasurer’s race being contested, and gives poll results on which candidate voters favor.  

Frame: Strategy

Total length of story: 35 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0



Total amount of time devoted to the primary election:  358 seconds 

Total amount of time with candidates/issue representatives talking:  58 seconds



WTTE Channel 28 News Programming

Primary Election stories identified in sampling



Date: May 6, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 10:15pm

Summary of story: Ohio teacher attempts to be on the ballot for governor but is short by 1,000 signatures.  He can still be a write-in candidate.  Reminder that the primary election is taking place along with the time polls will be open and closed.  

Frame: Other

Total length of story: 31 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0



Date: May 6, 2002

Time aired (approximately): 10:15pm

Summary of story: Congressman James Traficant is in a court case and will not be in the primary.  He will run as an independent in November.  

Frame: Other

Total length of story: 23 seconds

Number of seconds with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0



Amount of time devoted to the primary election:  54 seconds

Amount of time with candidates/issue representatives talking: 0 seconds



































Methodology



The Citizens Policy Center conducted a sample of Columbus evening news programs during the two weeks leading up to the May 7 Primary Election.  The Center looked at the amount of time devoted to Primary Election stories and the amount of time candidates or issue representatives were speaking.  The total amount of airtime was recorded with a stopwatch.  Total airtime per story is calculated as starting with the introduction by the news anchor and concluding when the story switched to another political race or another type of story.  



The following dates and times were selected for the study:



·	April 24:  11 pm news

·	April 26:  6 pm news

·	April 30:  6 pm news

·	May 1:  11 pm news

·	May 2:  6 pm news

·	May 5: 11 pm news

·	May 6:  6 pm news 



The sample includes WCMH Channel 4, WSYX Channel 6, WBNS Channel 10, and WTTE Channel 28.  The Center used the 10 p.m. news for each day sampled from Channel 28 because it is the only evening news program. Evening news programs were selected for the sample in order to evaluate news falling within prime time viewing.          





