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MOST TOP CONTRIBUTORS HAVE CITY CONTRACTS





CINCINNATI -- Fifteen of the top 25 organizational contributors to candidates for Cincinnati Council during 1997 and 1999 have contracts with the city of Cincinnati, according to a report released today by Ohio Citizen Action.


“Among the top 25, Procter & Gamble and Fifth Third Bank also receive tax abatements from the city of Cincinnati through their Tax Increment Financing Agreement,” said Catherine Turcer, campaign reform director for Ohio Citizen Action.  “Procter & Gamble is currently in non-compliance with that agreement.”  


Cincinnati City Council:  The Dash for Cash 1997-1999 analyzed campaign contributions to candidates for Cincinnati City Council.  Additional findings include the following:


	The top five organizational donors --


	American Financial Corporation, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Great American Insurance Company, Procter & Gamble, and Cintas.  


	


	The top five individual contributors-


Carl Lindner, American Financial Corporation		$205,000


Stanley Chesley, Waite Schneider Bayless & Chesley	$44,750


Edith Lindner, American Financial Corporation		$35,000


Stanley Kaplan, University of Cincinnati			$33,250


James Evans, H.K. Campbell & Company			$22,530








PAGE 2--


	


The top donor families in Cincinnati include those of Carl Lindner and Richard Farmer. During 1997, when contribution limits were still in place, 19 members of the Lindner family contributed to city council candidates.  In 1999, after limits were removed, 9 members of the Lindner family contributed.  The total amount generated from the Lindners increased by almost $100,000 in 1999.  


During 1997 when contribution limits were in effect, the following candidates accepted contributions exceeding the limits:  Minette Cooper, Rosemary Meyer, Todd Portune, Bobbie Sterne, Dwight Tillery, and Charles Winburn.  The contributions accepted despite limitations equaled $28,000.  


During those two years, different sets of rules for campaign fundraising were in place.  In 1997, candidates for city council were limited by a city ordinance.  The contribution limits during the 1997 election were $1000 from individuals, $2,500 from PACs, and $10,000 from political parties.  These rules were repealed in 1998, leaving no campaign contribution limits for the1999 election. Because of the difference in rules during those two years, the voters can compare contribution patterns as they consider Issue 6.   


This report is available online at �hyperlink "http://www.ohiocitizen.org" ��www.ohiocitizen.org�. 


Citizens Policy Center is the nonprofit public education and research affiliate of Ohio Citizen Action.  Citizens Policy Center created the first database of all political contributions to Ohio legislators and statewide officials and continues to produce studies following the money in Ohio politics. 
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