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Ohio political parties: secrecy remains legal





	Ohio Republican Party committees and the Ohio Democratic Party committees voluntarily disclosed 75 percent of the employers for major individual contributors in 1999-2000, receiving  "C" grades for overall employer disclosure, according to a report released today by Ohio Citizen Action.  The Republican Senate Campaign Committee received a "C" grade for employer disclosure. The Ohio House Republican Campaign Committee, the House Democratic Caucus Fund, and the Ohio Senate Democratic Committee received "F" grades.


	Ohio law exempts political party committees from the requirement of providing the full addresses of contributors and the employer of major individual contributors, something statewide and legislative candidates must provide.  


	The Ohio Democratic Party disclosed contributions to its operating funds in 1999-2000, receiving an "A" grade for voluntary disclosure of this special account. The Ohio Republican Party received a "F" grade for failing to provide any information about this account.


	"Voters should have the right to know information about all of the funds flowing through the political parties," Yeomans said. "We commend the Ohio Democratic Party for disclosing its operating fund accounts in 1999-2000 and challenge the Ohio Republican Party to do the same."


	"The Ohio Republican Party and the Ohio Democratic Party committees set high standards for disclosing addresses, however employer disclosure rates of 75 percent leave the public in the dark about the economic interests supporting both parties," said Laura Yeomans, research director for Ohio Citizen Action. 


	In 1999 and 2000 Ohio Democratic and Republican political parties voluntarily disclosed 99 percent or more of the addresses of their contributors to four state regulated accounts, the report found. Both parties received an "A" grade for address disclosure.


	"Overall, the best disclosure information was released by the Ohio Democratic Party State Candidate Fund, which disclosed 100 percent of the addresses of all contributors and 98 percent of the employers of major contributors," Yeomans said. "That is an example other committees should follow."


	The report made the following recommendations: 1) Political party committees in Ohio should be required to disclose the full name and address of contributors, including the name, street address, city, state and zip code of contributors.  2) Political party committees in Ohio should be required to disclose the employer of contributors who give more than $100, so that voters will have important information about the economic source and interests of contributors. 3) Political party committees should be required to provide the information on all contributions to all party funds, including operating funds. Ohio law should be changed to require full political party disclosure.


	"Ohio Political Parties: Secrecy Remains Legal" was prepared by the Citizens Policy Center with funding from the George Gund and Joyce Foundations.





Ohio Citizen Action, with 150,000 members in Ohio, campaigns on issues


from public health and the environment to utility and insurance rates. 
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