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Major Findings





In 1995 the Ohio legislature passed campaign finance reform legislation limiting campaign contributions and requiring certain types of financial disclosure.  Reform allowed larger contributions to flow to political parties than to candidates.  Candidates were required to provide the full address of contributors and to disclose the employer of individual contributors giving more than $100. Political party committees were exempted from these basic disclosure requirements.





This study analyzes whether state level political party committees revealed the addresses of contributors, and the employers of individual contributors who gave more than $100, even though Ohio law does not require it.





Disclosure of the address, city, and zip code for contributors is important because it allows voters, citizen activists and researchers to identify the source of contributions to each political party.  Federal law requires disclosure of addresses and employers for contributions to political party committees operating at the federal level. Several states also require address and employer disclosure.





Ohio law requires employer identification of large contributions for statewide and legislative candidates. Employer identifications enable the public to learn about the economic interests behind financial contributions. With such information, voters have more indications about who supports a party and what positions parties may take on key decisions. 





ADDRESS DISCLOSURE


In 1999 and 2000 Ohio Republican Party committees combined voluntarily disclosed 99 percent of the addresses of all contributors, equal to their 99% disclosure rate in 1997-1998. In 1999 and 2000 Ohio Democratic Party committees combined voluntarily disclosed 99 percent of addresses of all contributions, equal to their 99 percent disclosure rate in 1997-1998. The legislative caucus committees for both parties had high disclosure rates for addresses, receiving "A" grades. This rate of voluntary address disclosure is  excellent.





EMPLOYER DISCLOSURE


In 1999 and 2000 Ohio Republican Party committees combined voluntarily disclosed the employers for 75 percent of the total contributions from individuals who gave more than $100, up from 0 percent in 1997-1998. In 1999 and 2000 the Ohio Democratic Party  committees combined voluntarily disclosed 75 percent of the employers of the contribution total, down from 83 percent in 1997-1998.





Three of the four legislative caucus committees received "F" grades, with only the Republican Senate Campaign Committee receiving a "C."





This rate of disclosure of employers is a disappointing record for both parties.  There are exceptions. The Ohio Democratic Party State Candidate Fund disclosed at the highest rate of 98 percent, earning the only A for a separate committee. 





Examples of unidentified contributors �
�
�
�
�
�
Contributor�
Amount�
Employer�
Unidentified in filings by�
Identified in the filings of�
�
Michael Boich�
$16,000�
Boich Companies�
Ohio Republican Party State Candidate Fund�
Republican Senate Campaign Committee�
�
David Brennan�
$2,500�
Brennan Industries�
Ohio House Republican Campaign Committee�
Ohio Republican State Central Committee �
�
Ray Travaglini     �
$500�
Sanray Corp                                                 �
House Democratic Caucus Fund  �
Republican Senate Campaign Committee�
�
Stanley Chesley�
$1,250�
Waite, Schneider, Bayless & Chesley


                        �
Ohio Democratic Party State Candidate Fund�
Ohio Democratic Party         �
�
William J Rumpke�
$1,000�
Rumpke Consol CEO                                           �
Ohio House Republican Campaign Committee�
Ohio Republican State Central Committee �
�









Rates of employer disclosure for contributions of more than $1000 were similar to rates shown for contributions of more than $100, except that the Senate Democratic Caucus disclosed zero percent of the employer of their largest individual contributors.





Some committees failed to identify well-known contributors. An analysis of several large contributions found that some candidates appear to overlook employer identifications other committees or candidates were able to provide. Political party committees need to make employer identification a priority for staff handling these reports.  











OPERATING FUNDS


Political parties are not required to disclose any information about contributors to these accounts. The Ohio Democratic Party disclosed its operating funds accounts in 1999-2000, receiving an "A" in address disclosure. The Ohio Republican Party did not disclose its operating fund contributions and received an "F." Disclosure of these funds would allow voters to have a more complete picture of funding received by both political parties.

















Recommendations





1.	Political party committees in Ohio should be required to disclose the full name and address of contributors. This disclosure should include the name, street address, city, state and zip code of contributors.


2.	Political party committees in Ohio should be required to disclose the employer of contributors who give more than $100, so that voters will have important information about the economic source and interests of contributors.


3.	Political party committees should be required to provide the information on all contributions to all party funds.  In Ohio the parties may have secret operating funds whose contributions are not disclosed. In New York State since 1987, all contributions are disclosed to the public. Ohio law should be changed to require full political party disclosure.
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