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Method


The Citizens Policy Center obtained contribution data from the Hamilton County Board of Elections for all candidates for Cincinnati City Council for 1997 and 1999.  These contributions were then data entered.  The Ohio Secretary of State prescribes the forms used by the candidates for Cincinnati City Council. These forms enable candidates to report net contributions from fundraising events. This means the actual amount used as "contributions" are the total contributions received through the particular event minus any expenses incurred for that event. Our methodology differs in that we use gross contributions in our calculations. We do not write off the fundraising expenses.





The Center used a variety of databases and resources to try to identify the employer and economic sector of contributors, including the following:





	The Yellow Pages USA Deluxe CD, a national Yellow Pages directory.


	The Center's 1997-1998 Take the Money and Win database containing employer identifications.





The top organizational contributors were identified by standardizing the employer names for contributors and adding together all political action committees and employee contributions for each organization. 





Candidate profiles were sent to 1997 and 1999 candidates for city council to review before publication of this report.





To determine which top contributors have contracts with the city of Cincinnati we used a database provided by the City of Cincinnati Division of Purchasing. 


