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Most Ohio candidates disclose properly, a few flunk


	COLUMBUS - Most top government leaders received high "A" grades for campaign disclosure efforts, including Ohio Secretary of State Ken Blackwell, Ohio Attorney General Betty Montgomery, Governor Bob Taft, Senate President Richard Finan and Senate Minority Leader Leigh Herington, according to a report today released by Ohio Citizen Action.


	Top officials who disclosed employer identifications at a rate less the 90 percent included: Speaker of the House Larry Householder and House Minority Leader Jack Ford who received "B" grades for identifying 87 percent.


	"1999-2000 Disclosure Report Card: Which Ohio Candidates Properly Disclose Contributions?" analyzed whether candidates provided the employer identification of contributors who gave more than $100, as is required by Ohio law.  Additional findings included the following:


•	In 1999-2000 Ohio statewide and legislative candidates disclosed 92 percent of employer identifications required, down from 95 percent in 1998 and equal to 92 percent in 1997. 


•	Legislators who received "F" or "D" grades for identifying less than 60 or 70 percent of the dollar amount of contributions from individuals who gave more than $100 included: Representatives Shawn Webster and Jim Carmichael and Senator Robert Spada receiving "F" grades; State Representatives Gary Cates and Claudette Woodard and State Senator Jay Hottinger receiving "D" grades. Each failed to report the employer of 10 or more individual contributors.


•	Some candidates failed to identify the employer of well-known wealthy contributors such as John Berry of Berry Investments (not identified by Terrence O'Donnell), Michael Boich of Boich Companies (State Rep. John Carey), David Brennan of Brennan Industries (State Rep. Bryan Williams), and Clay Mathile of Iams/CYMI (Senator Jay Hottinger).


•	The Ohio Secretary of State distributed outdated in-kind contribution forms in candidate campaign training seminars in November 1999 and January 2000. As a result, many candidates failed to identify the employer of individuals giving in-kind contributions, including Chief Justice Thomas Moyer and State Representatives Rhine, Ryan and Barnes. 


•	The data entry firm used by the Ohio Secretary of State made repeated data entry errors, including failing to data enter the employer or political action committee names provided by candidates, entering duplicate contributions, and entering incorrect amounts.


	"Voters deserve to know the employer of major contributors to candidates. Candidates who received low grades grades need to follow Ohio law," said research director Laura Yeomans and author of the report. 


	"We hope all candidates for the state legislature will file electronically as soon as possible. This would eliminate many data entry errors," said Yeomans. "The Ohio Secretary of State should also set higher standards for data entry work and distribute only updated campaign contribution forms." 


Ohio Citizen Action campaigns on issues from public health 


 and the environment to utility and insurance rates. 
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