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Background





In 1995 the Ohio legislature passed campaign finance reform legislation limiting campaign contributions and requiring certain types of financial disclosure. One type of disclosure required was employer identification of certain contributors.





Statewide and Ohio General Assembly candidates are required to disclose the employer of contributors who gave more than $100. Candidates are required to make a "Best Effort" to obtain this information. People making contributions are also required by law to provide this employer identification to the candidates. This study examines candidates' record of compliance with the employer identification requirement in the law.





Section  3517.10 (B)(4) of the Ohio Revised Codes requires that a statement of contributions received shall include -


"(ii) If a campaign committee of a statewide candidate or candidate for the office of member of the general assembly receives a contribution from an individual that exceeds one hundred dollars, the name of the individual's current employer, if any, or, if the individual is self-employed, his occupation;"





Section  3517.10(E)(2) of the Ohio Revised Code states the following:


"Any individual who makes a contribution that exceeds one hundred dollars to a campaign committee of a statewide candidate or candidate for the office of member of the general assembly shall provide the name of the individual's current employer, if any, or, if the individual is self-employed, the individual's occupation to the recipient of the contribution at the time the contribution is made."





The law requires that the name of the employer be provided and disclosed if the person is employed by another. If self-employed, the occupation of the individual may be disclosed.





Ohio law established the listing of "Best Efforts" if a candidate could not provide the employer of a contributor. The Ohio Secretary of State developed standards in rules to define "Best Efforts." As a result candidates who use "Best Efforts" must include notices requesting employer identifications in campaign solicitation materials and make one follow-up attempt to obtain the employer identification.  In this report, candidates were given credit for employer identification where the employer was provided.  Listing "Best Efforts" was not counted as providing the employer identification.





Approximately 30 candidates did not supply the employer for in-kind contributions from individuals who gave more than $100.  Employer identification has been legally required for in-kind contributions since 1995, however the Secretary of State's forms did not include a space for this information until April 1999. In April of 1999 the Ohio Secretary of State's updated forms were released and included a space for the employer. In November 1999 and January 2000 the Secretary of State inadvertently continued to distribute the old outdated forms and candidate training seminars. In-kind contributions reported on forms submitted throughout 1999-2000 should have contained the employer identification for in-kind contributions of more than $100 from individuals. 





A number of candidates use generic identification of employer/occupation that do not provide voters with the actual name of the business or employer. For instance generic listings included "Attorney" instead of the name of a law firm, "Developer" instead of the name of the company, and "Manager" instead of the company name. Candidates should provide the name of the employer whenever an individual contributor is not self-employed.





This study is based on the 1999-2000 candidate campaign finance reports computerized by the Ohio Secretary of State.  It includes 1999-2000 reports and addenda for all statewide candidates and legislative candidates submitted to the Secretary of State before March 31, 2001. 





As a courtesy to candidates, a copy of their individual analysis was sent to them in June 2001, so that they could verify its accuracy. Corrections were made in this final report based on appropriate feedback from candidates and their staffs. 





Major Findings 





In 1995 the Ohio legislature passed campaign finance reform legislation limiting campaign contributions and requiring certain types of financial disclosure. Key to the new public disclosure was a provision requiring that candidates report the employer identification for individual contributors who gave more than $100. Public disclosure of the employer of a contributor enables the public to examine the economic interests supporting candidates. With this information voters have another tool to evaluate how candidates might be persuaded to vote on key issues.





Ohio candidates continue to improve in disclosure. 





In 1999 and 2000, Ohio statewide and legislative candidates received approximately 38 million dollars in contributions, 13.3 million from individuals who gave more than $100. Statewide and legislative candidates identified the employers of 12.3 million, 92 percent of the amount of individual contributions of more than $100 (excluding in-kind contributions), down from 95 percent in 1998 and equal to 92 percent in 1997.





2. Most top government officials and candidates for statewide office disclosed 90 percent or more.


	Top government officials and candidates running for statewide office set an excellent example of disclosure, most identifying 90 percent or more of the employers of their large contributors.  





Ohio government leaders' compliance 


with employer disclosure requirements in 1999-2000





Government official   	Position        		Grade 99-00   Grade 98							  				     		 


Kenneth Blackwell	  	Secretary of State		   A		A      


Joseph Deters					Treasurer			   A		F


Richard Finan					Senate President		   A		B


Larry Householder	      		Speaker of the House	   B		A     


Leigh Herington		      		Senate Min.Ldr             A		A     


Jack Ford						House Min. Ldr		   B		A


Betty Montgomery		Attorney General	  A	           A    


Jim Petro			Auditor		  A		A   


Bob Taft			Governor		  A		A      











Statewide judicial candidates employer disclosure in 1999-2000 �
�
�
�
Justice�
Terrence O'Donnell�
C�
�
�
Alice Resnick�
A�
�
Justice�
Tim Black�
A�
�
�
Deborah Cook�
A�
�
�
�
�
�



3. Statewide and legislative officeholders and candidates who ran in the 2000 general election who identified more than 90 percent.








Candidate name                          		Grade


AIKEN          	NANCY              	A 


ARMBRUSTER  JEFFRY             	A 


ASLANIDES        JIM                		A 


AUSTRIA             STEVE               	A 


BARNES              JOHN                	A 


BARRETT           CATHERINE           	A 


BATES               	MELANIE            	A 


BEATTY             JOYCE               	A 


BILLIS              	JOHN                	A 


BLACK     	TIM                 	A 


BLACKWELL    J. KENNETH          	A 


BLASDEL           CHARLES             	A 


BLESSING          LOUIS               	A 


BOCCIERI          JOHN                	A 


BRADY               DAN                 	A 


BRINKMAN       TOM                 	A 


BUEHRER          STEPHEN             	A 


BURGER          	CHARLES             	A 


CALLENDER     JAMIE               	A 


CALVERT         	CHARLES             	A 


CAMPBELL     	JACK                	A 


CARANO            KEN                 	A 


CAREY               BRYAN              	A 


CAREY               JOHN                	A 


CARNES         	JAMES               	A 


CHURCH            DICK                	A 


CIRELLI             MARY                	A 


CLANCY             PATRICIA            	A 


CLARKE             DEAN                	A 


COLLIER            THOMAS              	A 


CONDIA              TONY                	A 


CONWAY KILBANE      SALLY        	A 


COOK            	DEBORAH             	A 


CORE              	ANTHONY             	A 


COUGHLIN        KEVIN               	A 


CUPP              	ROBERT              	A 


DAMSCHRODER  REX                 	A 


DEPIERO        	DEAN                	A 


DETERS              JOSEPH              	A 


DEWINE             KEVIN               	A 


DIDONATO        GREG                	A 


DISTEL              	L. GEORGE           	A 


DRAKE               GRACE               	A 


DRIEHAUS         STEVE               	A 


ELIASON            LISA                	A 


ESPY             	BEN                 	A 


EVAN             	FRANK               	A 


EVANS              	DAVID               	A 


EVANS              	ROGER               	A 


FANGER             JEFFREY             	A 


FEDOR               TERESA              	A 


FINAN             	RICHARD             	A 


FINGERHUT      ERIC                	A 


FLANNERY        BRYAN               	A 


FLEURE              MARY                	A 


FLOWERS          LARRY               	A 


FURNEY             LINDA               	A 


GARCIA              JOHN                	A 


GARDNER          RANDALL             	A 


GARDNER          ROBERT              	A 


GILB              	MIKE                	A 


GIOITTA            CAROLINE            	A 


GOODING          ROBERT              	A 


GRENDELL        TIM                 	A 


GUERRY             THEODORE            	A 


HACKER             BART                	A 


HAGAN               JOHN                	A 


HAGAN               ROBERT              	A 


HARPEL           	GREGORY             	A 


HARRIS              BILL                	A 


HARTMAN         JOHN                	A 


HARTMANN      RICHARD             	A 


HARTNETT        BILL                	A 


HATCH               MARK                	A 


HERINGTON     LEIGH               	A 


HOLLISTER       NANCY               	A 


HOLTSBERRY  TIMOTHY             	A 


HOOD              	RON                 	A 


HOOPS               JAMES               	A 


HUGHES            JIM                 		A 


HULL              	NANCY               	A 


HUSTED             JON                 	A 


INSANA            	KAREN               	A 


JACOBSON        JEFF                		A 


JOHNSON           BRUCE               	A 


JOHNSON           T.J.                		A 


JOLIVETTE        GREGORY             	A 


JONES            	PETER               	A 


JONES       	RONNIE              	A 


JORDAN             JIM                 		A 


JOTTE            	RANDY               	A 


KEARNS             MERLE               	A 


KRUPINSKI       EILEEN              	A 


LATELL              ANTHONY             	A 


LATTA               ROBERT              	A 


LISY                	RONALD              	A 


LONG     		CHRIS               	A 


LORMS               MARY                	A 


MAGEE               ARTHUR              	A 


MALESKI           MICHAEL             	A 


MALLORY         MARK                	A 


MANN              	LES                 	A 


MANNING          JEFF                	A 


MCKEEVER       CAROL               	A 


MCLIN            	RHINE               	A 


MCNAMEE        DONNA               	A 


MEAD             	PRISCILLA           	A 


METELSKY       GEORGE DAN          	A 


METTLER          JIM                 		A 


METZGER          KERRY               	A 


MILLER              DALE                	A 


MONTGOMERY      BETTY               	A 


MOSHER            NATALIE             	A 


MUMPER           LARRY               	A 


NEIN               	SCOTT               	A 


NIEHAUS            TOM                 	A 


OAKAR               MARY                	A 


OELSLAGER      SCOTT               	A 


OGG               	WILLIAM             	A 


OLMAN              LYNN                	A 


OTTERMAN      ROBERT              	A 


PATTON             SYLVESTER           	A 


PERRY               JEANINE             	A 


PETERSON        JON                 		A 


PETRO               JIM                 		A 


RAGA              	TOM               	A 


RAPOPORT       ALAN                	A 


RAY               	ROY                 	A 


REDFERN           CHRIS               	A 


REIDELBACH   LINDA               	A 


REINHARD        STEPHEN             	A 


RESNICK            ALICE               	A 


ROMAN              TWYLA               	A 


ROTHGERY      CHRISTOPHER         	A 


SALERNO          AMY                 	A 


SCHNEIDER      MICHELLE            	A 


SCHURING        KIRK                	A 


SCOTT             	MARYLYN             	A 


SELL              	BILL                	A 


SENTICH            FRANK               	A 


SETZER              ARLENE              	A 


SFERRA              DANIEL              	A 


SHIFFER             DAVID               	A 


SHOEMAKER    MICHAEL             	A	 


SIEBENALER     JEAN                	A 


SMITH            	GEOFFREY            	A 


SMITH             	SHIRLEY             	A	 


STAPLETON      DENNIS              	A 


STEPHENSON   WILLIAM             	A 


SULLIVAN         ERIN                	A 


SULZER              JOSEPH              	A 


TAFT              	ROBERT              	A 


WALLACE         NORMA               	A	 


WATERS            ANTHONY             	A 


WELLS               GARY                	A 


WERNZ               STAN                	A 


WHITAKER       BRIAN               	A 


WHITE                DOUG                	A 


WHITE               JOHN                	A 


WILSON              CHARLES             	A 


WOLPERT          LARRY               	A 


WOMER BENJAMIN    ANN                	A 


WOODS               JOSEPH              	A 


YODER               WAYNE               	A 


YOUNG               RON                 	A 


ZAWACKI          DANIEL              	A 





4. Legislators who need to improve. 





The following legislators fell below the statewide average for disclosure and failed to disclose 10 or more contributions from individuals who gave more than $100.





Legislators who need to improve*


Legislators		Amount to	Amount     Grade	Grade	 # Not


			Identify        Identified  1999-2000   1998   Identified


Ron Amstutz		$111,390	$  98,735	B	A	23


Jack Ford		$  26,165	$  22,670	B	A	10


David Goodman	$  65,855	$  57,175	B	A	21


Larry Householder	$639,755	$560,955	B	A       148


Tim Ryan		$  36,531	$  29,475	B	-	17	


Bill Seitz		$  60,010	$  52,705	B	-	23


Jim Trakas		$144,835	$120,860	B	D	47


Lynn Wachtmann	$121,478	$104,378	B	A	57


J. Tom Lendrum	$  27,676	$  21,925	C	-	19


Tim Schaffer		$  20,975	$  15,550	C	-	17


Gary Cates		$  58,135	$  39,425	D	A	28	


Jay Hottinger		$  96,365	$  59,115	D	A	45


Claudette Woodard	$    7,025	$    4,500	D	-	11


Jim Carmichael	$    5,985	$           0	F	-	25


Robert Spada		$  20,290	$       765	F	-	29


Shawn Webster	$  42,110	$    1,950	F	-	96





- Did not run for office that year or received no contributions in this category. 


* This chart includes legislators who failed to identify at least 90% of the amount of contributions from individuals who gave more than $100. These candidates failed to identify 10 or more individual contributors.








5. Statewide and legislative officeholders and candidates who ran in the 2000 general election who identified less than 90 percent.





PLEASE NOTE: Some candidates had few contributions more than $100. By failing to identify 1 or 2 contributors, some received an "F". Obviously it is more important to focus attention on candidates who failed to identify many contributors.





Candidate  	$ Amount 	# of contrib 	$ amount	# id’d		% of $   Gr				to id		to id                 id’d                 over $100	amt id’d		                                                                          


    


Candidates who received a grade of “B”


                                                                                                                    


AMSTUTZ           111390      	183         	98735       	160         	88.64                         


BRITTON            	2325        	8           	2000        	6           	86.02                         


CAIN                 	3925     	8    		3425        	7           	87.26                         


DEBROSSE      	900         	3           	750         	2           	83.33                         


DUNLEVY      	2230        	7           	1830        	5           	82.06                         


FABER              	31370       	74          	28050       	69          	89.42                         


FESSLER          	15900       	22          	14200       	19          	89.31                         


FORD      		26165       	70          	22670       	60          	86.64                         


GOODMAN        	65855       	146         	57175       	125         	86.82                         


HOUSEHOLDER	639755      	700         	560955      	552         	87.68                         


JERSE      		3450        	21          	2925        	18          	84.78                         


KELLEY       	49476       	125         	41025       	101         	82.92                         


LACEY    		7010.43        	17          	6185.43        	13          	88.23                         


LANDEFELD    	3050        	10          	2650        	8           	86.89                         


MARCUS             14450       	28          	11800       	26          	81.66                         


MILLER     	7520        	34          	6650        	30          	88.43                         


OLSON             	3700        	13          	3300        	11          	89.19                         


PRENTISS      	4405        	19          	3755        	16          	85.24                         


RHINE   		3250        	14          	2650        	11          	81.54                         


RYAN      		36531       	89          	29475       	72          	80.68                         


SCHMIDT           	53093       	136         	46843       	131         	88.23                         


SEITZ                  	60010       	231         	52705       	208         	87.83                         


TRAKAS        	144835      	243         	120860      	196         	83.45                         


WACHTMANN   	121478      	274         	104378      	217         	85.92                         


WILLAMOWSKI 8365        	35          	6785        	30          	81.11                         


ZUK          	7981.61        	24          	6681.61        	21          	83.71                         


  


Candidates who received a grade of “C”                                                                                                                      


                                                                                                                        


ALLEN          	2200        	10          	1700        	9           	77.27                         


LENDRUM         	27676       	67          	21925       	48          	79.22                         


ODONNELL      	621795      	1237        	475595      	962         	76.49                         


SCHAFFER      	20975       	52          	15550      	35          	74.14                         


SHAFFER           	8125        	23          	6475        	17          	79.69                         


STEVENS      	8570        	29          	6070        	27          	70.83                         





Candidates who received a grade of “D”                                                                                                                        


                                                                                                                        


CATES     		58135       	90          	39425       	62          	67.82                         


GRIMM               	5050        	10          	3350        	7           	66.34                         


HOTTINGER      	95865       	124         	59115       	79          	61.66                         


LAW       		6100        	15          	3850        	6           	63.11                         


WILLIAMS      	9200        	18          	6250        	13          	67.93                         


WOODARD      	7025        	14          	4500        	3           	64.06                         





Candidates who received a grade of  “F”


                                                                                                                        


BLAKELY     	400         	2           	0           	0           	0                          


BONAR      	500         	1           	0           	0           	0                          


BOYLE      	10850       	14          	4600        	10          	42.40                         


BROWN         	1650        	4           	0           	0           	0                          


BUSCH         	1210        	4           	160         	1           	13.22                         


CALDWELL      	1050        	3           	500         	1           	47.62                         


CARMICHAEL   	5985        	25          	0           	0           	0                          


COATES            	4400        	7           	1500        	4           	34.09                         


CORNER     	150         	1           	0           	0           	0                          


DRABICK       	500        	1           	0           	0           	0                          


ENGEL     	450         	2           	0           	0           	0                          


FAGIN      	1070        	1           	0           	0           	0                          


FEDERICO       	18300       	53          	0           	0           	0                          


HARRISON         	1650        	5           	850         	3           	51.52                         


HUNTER   	850         	2          	0           	0           	0                          


KEITH     		7405        	36          	3730        	16          	50.37                         


KELLER            	10425       	20          	0           	0           	0                          


KEMMERER     	4950        	15          	0           	0           	0                          


KEY       		1500        	3           	500         	1           	33.33                         


LUDWIG            	400         	2           	0           	0           	0                          


LUPHER     	251         	2           	0          	0           	0                          


MITCHELL      	1035        	5           	0           	0           	0                          


OBRIEN    	5375        	18          	300         	1           	5.58                          


RAUSSEN      	67790       	144         	8565       	38          	27.39                         


SCHAFRATH      	9950        	16          	4850        	7           	48.74                         


SEAVER             	1150        	2           	150         	1           	13.04                         


SECREST      	400         	2           	0           	0           	0                          


SPADA      	20290       	33          	765         	4           	3.77                          


STRAHORN         2600        	11          	1500        	7           	57.69                         


SWEENEY     	400         	2           	0           	0           	0                          


SYKES         	1850        	8           	0           	0           	0                          


TACKETT    	15900       	18          	6950        	10          	43.71                         


WARGO        	1600        	8           	200         	1           	12.50                         


WEBSTER           42110       	102         	1950        	6           	4.63                          


WILSON     	970         	4           	0           	0           	0                          


WORHATCH    	4725        	16          	0           	0           	0                          


                                                                                                                        


                                                                                                                        


BLAKE          	0           	0           	0           	0           	0                          


CALLAHAN     	0           	0           	0           	0           	0 


DOWNING       	0           	0           	0           	0           	0 


EKSTRUM       	0         	         	0           	0           	0           	0                                                                   


INSKEEP  
