April 9, 2007

Thomas C. Green, President 
Thomas Green Associates LLC 
A Subsidiary of Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP 
21 E. State Street, Suite 1100 
Columbus, Ohio  43215 

Dear Mr. Green:

I am writing to you in your capacity as Chair of the PUCO Nominating Council.

On April 7, Columbus Dispatch reporter Alan Johnson wrote, “Ted Strickland remains committed to reappointing the members who resigned yesterday.” Similar statements have appeared in the press regularly since April 3, when Attorney General Marc Dann asked three sitting commissioners to resign because the Nominating Council had acted illegally.

The only way Governor Strickland could already have made a decision to reappoint these commissioners is if he knew that the PUCO Nominating Council would recommend them to him. 
How did Governor Strickland know this?  There must have been some form of communication between him, directly or indirectly, and you or other members of the Nominating Council. What was it? When did it happen? Who was involved?  What was the content of the communication?  Were these communications conducted in public?

Since these communications have predetermined the outcome of both Governor Strickland’s decision-making and that of the Nominating Council, how is this different from the illegal secret decisions which brought us the three commissioners in the first place?

Thank you and I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

Catherine R. Turcer

Legislative Director

cc: Office of the Governor, Office of the Attorney General, Office of the PUCO
