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OHIO CITIZEN ACTION URGES CANDIDATES TO DISCLOSE PROPERLY

COLUMBUS-“Trying to understand money in politics is like putting together a puzzle,” said Catherine Turcer of Ohio Citizen Action. “Unfortunately, candidates aren’t sharing pieces of that puzzle.”  Today, Ohio Citizen Action urged candidates to improve their disclosure of the employee identification of individual contributors and released an analysis of campaign finance disclosure by Ohio statewide candidates in 2005.

Only 73% of the contributions were appropriately identified.  Most candidates identified at least 20% of the economic interests of contributors over $100 and received at least a “B” :   J. Kenneth Blackwell-B, Jennette Bradley-A+, Subodh Chandra-B+, Richard Cordray-B, Greg Hartmann-B+, Betty Montgomery-A, Jim Petro-B, Ted Strickland-B, and Mary Taylor-A.  

The following candidates received failing grades: Marc Dann, Bryan Flannery, Sandra O’Brien, and Barbara Sykes.  Candidates were asked to review their grades; Marc Dann and Jennifer Brunner amended their reports and have provided additional information to the office of the Secretary of State. 

“We strongly urge all candidates to identify at least 90 percent of employers of individual donors in their pre-primary filing,” said Turcer.  “For disclosure to be meaningful we need to understand the economic interests behind the dollars.”

This study also examined campaign contributions to gubernatorial candidates.  The candidates for governor raised a combined $8.2 million dollars in 2005 alone.  This total includes both monetary and in-kind contributions.  

###

Ohio Citizen Action campaigns on issues from toxic waste and food safety to utility and insurance rates to political reform.  A non-profit, non-partisan organization, Ohio Citizen Action was founded in 1975.  

