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Introduction 





Ohio has become the national poster child for highly politicized Supreme Court campaigns with a reputation for high stakes and big money.  In 1994 and again in 1999, the Ohio Supreme Court struck down tort reform.  These rulings voided dollar limits on jury awards established by the Ohio Legislature and drew attacks on the court by the Citizens for a Strong Ohio, an arm of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce in 2000. Election 2002 pitted the medical establishment and the insurance industry against plaintiff or trial attorneys. In January 2003, Governor Taft signed into law a statute of limitations for filing a claim for medical malpractice.  Although it imposes no limits on compensatory damages for economic loss, it establishes limits on non-economic damages for injury, death or loss of property to $500,000 per plaintiff or $1 million per occurrence.





At the beginning of June, Ohio Governor Bob Taft signed two tort reform bills that limit the ability of injured parties to file suit. House Bill 342, sponsored by Ohio Rep. Chris Widener (R-Springfield), places restrictions on silica and mixed dust disease claims.  House Bill 292, sponsored by Ohio Rep. Scott Oelslager (R-Canton), restricts asbestos related disease claims in Ohio.  Both bills prioritize claims and establish minimum medical criteria in order for an individual to sue the manufacturer of those harmful materials. 





A referendum has been introduced to repeal the asbestos related legislation.  Opponents of the law are required to collect 193,740 signatures from at least 44 counties to put the issue on the November ballot.    





Senate Bill 80, sponsored by Ohio Senator Steve Stivers (R-Columbus), is a more comprehensive tort reform bill currently pending in the General Assembly.  This bill limits jury awards that affect product liability and personal injury suits. Governor Taft expects a vote on Senate Bill 80 after the November election.  





It is likely that these tort reforms will be challenged and the constitutionality determined by the Ohio Supreme Court. This year four seats on the Court are up for election and the balance on the Court is at stake.   





This study examines contributions to candidates for Chief Justice and Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court from November 2, 2003 to April 9, 2004.  This study is based on a database of filings of candidates for Ohio Supreme Court, available in computerized form from the Ohio Secretary of State and includes both the 2003 Annual and the 2004 Pre-Primary and Post-Primary filings. Totals include both monetary and in-kind contributions. Lawyers and law firms were the top contributing entity and there are different types of lawyers.  To identify personal injury attorneys, the Ohio Citizen Action Education Fund used a database of law firms that advertise in the Yellow Pages as personal injury attorneys.  This database was cross-referenced with those who identified personal injury work as a primary focus in the Martindale-Hubbell Lawyer Locator. This captured those who publicly identified themselves as personal injury attorneys. However, this study likely underestimates contributions that can be attributed to personal injury attorneys and certainly does not include all plaintiff or trial attorneys. 





The candidates for Ohio Supreme Court raised an aggregate of $1,710,100 from November 2, 2003 to April 9, 2004.   Appointed incumbent Terrence O’Donnell raised the most money during this time period ($406,303). O’Donnell overshadowed his challenger, William O’Neill, who generated only $16,171.  Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer raised $372,971 and these contributions also overwhelm those of his challenger C. Ellen Connally ($9,700). Democratic Primary winner Nancy A. Fuerst raised $238,395; endorsed Democrat W. Scott Gwin raised $234,244; Republican challenger Judith Lanzinger $363,316.  Justice Paul Pfeifer, who faces no opponent, received $69,000.  These eight candidates together received a total of 2,768 contributions.








Summary 





With four seats up for election the balance on the Court is at stake and there is a stark difference between the source and type of the contributions to opposing candidates.    The top three organizational contributors mirror the over all contributing patterns. The top organizational contributor, American Financial Group ($39,200), is an insurance and financial service company; Porter Wright Morris & Arthur ($36,550) is a corporate law firm; and Weisman Kennedy & Berris ($27,300) is a personal injury law firm. Eight of the top ten organizational contributors are law firms.  Of those law firms, five of them are personal injury law firms.












































Top Organizational Contributors:





           Burke & McGrath LLC*				$50,500


                      1.   American Financial Group  			$39,200 


                      2.   Porter Wright Morris & Arthur			$36,550


                      3.   Weisman Kennedy & Berris Co LPA		$27,300


          4.   Nurenberg Plevin Heller & McCarthy Co LPA	$26,540


                      5.   Janik & Dorman LLP				$20,000


                      6.   Allen Schulman & Associates			$19,500


                      7.   Murray & Murray Co LPA				$18,719


                      8.   Timken Company					$18,300


                      9.   Okey Law Firm 					$18,000


	         10.  Bricker & Eckler					$17,550


Includes contributions from PACs, employees and organizations.





*George Burke Contributed $50,500 to Nancy Fuerst.  These contributions made Burke & McGrath the top organizational contributor.  Burke is Nancy Fuerst’s brother-in-law and is exempt from contribution limits.


Personal injury attorneys are italicized. 








Three candidates received more than half of their money from personal injury attorneys: Republican incumbent Paul Pfeifer received 75%, Democratic Primary Loser W. Scott Gwin received 60% and Chief Justice candidate C. Ellen Connally received 57%.  William O’Neill received 44% and Nancy Fuerst 37%.  Republican candidates Thomas Moyer and Judith Lanzinger both received 2% or less of their contributions from personal injury attorneys, and Justice Terrence O’Donnell only received 0.1%.  The Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers contributed $11,000 to Justice candidates.  W. Scott Gwin and Paul Pfeifer each received $5,500.  





Three Republican candidates received ten percent (10%) or more of their contributions from insurance industry PACs and employees from November 2, 2003 to April 9, 2004.  Lanzinger received 17.6% of her contributions from the insurance industry; O’Donnell 15.7%; and Moyer 10%.  The Democratic candidates and the uncontested candidates received 1% or less of their contributions from the insurance industry. Gwin received 1% and Fuerst received .4%.  O’Neill, Pfeifer and Connally did not receive any contributions from the insurance industry.  





There is a wide discrepancy among the amount raised by these candidates.  Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer has raised $363,271 more than his challenger and Justice Terrence O’Donnell has raised $390,132 more than his challenger.  Uncontested Justice Paul Pfeiffer raised more than Moyer’s and O’Donnell’s challengers combined ($69,000). The closest race, the open seat, was not surprisingly much closer.  Judge Judith Lanzinger has raised only $124,921 more than the Democratic Primary winner Judge Nancy Fuerst.   


The average individual contribution to candidates for the Chief Justice and Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court during this period was $409.98.  Justice Pfeifer only received one contribution of $1,000, Judge Fuerst received a single contribution of $50,000 from a family member, and Judge O’Neill does not accept contributions over $10.  A weighted average, removing these extremities, is $395.75 from individual givers. The average individual contribution to candidates for Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court during the 2002 Election Cycle was only $273.17.  During the 2004 Pre-Primary and Post-Primary Period, the average individual contribution to legislative candidates was $204.66.





The Ohio Republican Party has invested significantly more money than the Democrats in this year’s judicial election.  Ohio Republican Party committees and candidates contributed $173,467 to candidates running for the Ohio Supreme Court from November 2, 2003 to April 9, 2004. Ohio Democratic Party committees and candidates contributed only $4,781.





There were 215 contributions from unincorporated givers, totaling $281,185.  Of the 215 contributions, 203 were from law firms and 73 were from personal injury law firms.  Unincorporated givers are sometimes “mom and pop shops” but also include limited liability companies like a many law, accounting and architecture firms.  These unincorporated entities are not required to form Political Action Committees (PACs) and can give contributions directly from their revenues.   







































































Findings








Contributions to 2004 Candidates for 


Chief Justice and Justice of Ohio Supreme Court








  2004 Candidates for Chief Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court 


Contributions Raised November 2, 2003-April 9, 2004


  Candidate�
Party�
Seat�
Total�
�
  C. Ellen Connally�
Democrat�
Challenger�
   $9,700�
�
  Thomas J. Moyer�
Republican �
Incumbent�
$372,971�
�
 Includes both monetary and in-kind contributions 





2004 Candidates for Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court 


Contributions Raised November 2, 2003-April 9, 2004


  Candidate�
Party�
Seat�
Total�
�
  Nancy A. Fuerst �
Democrat�
Open/ Winner�
$238,395�
�
  W. Scott Gwin�
Democrat�
Open/ Loser�
$234,244�
�
  Judith Lanzinger �
Republican �
Open �
$363,316�
�
�
�
�
�
�
  Paul E. Pfeifer�
Republican �
Incumbent�
  $69,000�
�
�
�
�
�
�
  William O’Neill�
Democrat�
Challenger�
  $16,171�
�
  Terrence O’Donnell�
Republican�
Appointed Incumbent�
$406,303�
�
�
�
�
�
�
  Total�
�
�
$1,710,100�
�
 Includes both monetary and in-kind contributions





Contributions to both candidates for Chief Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court from November 2, 2003 to April 9, 2004 equal $382,671.  Total contributions to candidates for Justice equaled $1,327,429. Together the candidates generated $1,710,100.























Comparison of contributions from the top three 


Economic sectors for each candidate 


November 2, 2003-April 9, 2004


Candidate�
Top Sector�
Second Sector�
Third Sector�
�
  C. Ellen Connally/    


  Democratic Challenger�
Lawyers


$9,150�
Education


$500�
Ideological


$50�
�
  Thomas J. Moyer/


  Republican Incumbent�
Lawyers


$162,665�
Ideological


$39,168�
Insurance


$36,128�
�
�
�
�
�
�
  Nancy A. Fuerst/


  Winning Democrat, Open Seat�
Lawyers


$200,075�
Retired


$5,925�
Finance


$3,375�
�
  W. Scott Gwin/   


  Losing Democrat, Open Seat�
Lawyers


$185,194�
Labor Unions


$12,000�
Ideological


$3,650�
�
  Judith Lanzinger/


  Republican, Open Seat �
Lawyers


$85,410�
Ideological


$68,633�
Insurance


$63,783�
�
�
�
�
�
�
  Paul Pfeifer/


  Republican, Incumbent�
Lawyers


$64,000�
Labor Unions


$5,000�
N/A�
�
�
�
�
�
�
  William O’Neill/


  Democratic Challenger�
Lawyers


$8,190�
Labor Unions


$7,210�
Ideological


$441�
�
  Terrence O’Donnell/


  Appointed Incumbent�
Lawyers


$72,260�
Ideological


$66,000�
Insurance


$63,883�
�
These contributions include organizations, PACs and employee contributions. 


*Ideological includes political parties, candidate committees and single-issue groups. 


N/A means “not applicable.”  





Lawyers and law firms, the top economic sector for all the candidates, contributed $786,944 to candidates for Ohio Supreme Court. Over one-third (39.2%) of the contributions from attorneys were from personal injury attorneys ($308,944).















































Comparison of contributions from physicians, 


insurance companies and personal injury attorneys


November 2, 2003- April 9, 2004


Candidate�
Physicians & Hospitals Total�
�
Insurance Total �
�
Personal Injury Attorneys Total�
�
C. Ellen Connally-D�
           $0�
�
              $0�
�
     $5,500�
�
Thomas J. Moyer-R �
  $18,230�
�
     $36,128�
�
     $7,525�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Nancy A. Fuerst-D�
   $1,250�
�
         $965�
�
   $88,800�
�
W. Scott Gwin-D�
          $0�
�
      $2,600�
�
 $140,669�
�
Judith Lanzinger-R�
 $25,180�
�
    $63,783�
�
    $6,875�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Paul Pfeifer-R�
          $0�
�
            $0�
�
  $52,000�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
William O’Neill-D�
       $10�
�
           $0�
�
    $7,100�
�
Terrence O’Donnell-R�
$30,255�
�
 $63,883�
�
       $475�
�
Total�
$74,925�
�
$167,359�
�
$308,944�
�
Includes contributions from PACs, employees and organizations.





Three Republican candidates received ten percent (10%) or more of their contributions from the insurance industry.  Lanzinger received 17.6% of her contributions from the insurance industry; O’Donnell 15.7%; and Moyer 10%.  Gwin received 1% and Fuerst received 0.4%.  O’Neill, Pfeifer and Connally did not receive any contributions from the insurance industry.  





Top Contributions from Insurance


�
  Firm�
  City�
Total Contribution�
�
 1. �
American Financial Group�
Cincinnati�
$39,200�
�
 2.�
Western Southern Life Insurance�
Cincinnati�
$17,250�
�
 3.�
Ohio Casualty Insurance Company�
Hamilton�
$14,500�
�
 4.�
Motorists Mutual Insurance�
Columbus�
  $9,300�
�
 5.�
Grange Mutual Casualty Company�
Columbus�
  $9,000�
�
Includes contributions from PACs and from employees.








The Democratic candidates and the uncontested candidate each received at least 37% their contributions from personal injury attorneys from November 2, 2003 to April 9, 2004. Three of these candidates received more than half of their money from personal injury attorneys: Republican incumbent Paul Pfeifer received 75%, Democratic Primary Loser W. Scott Gwin received 60% and Chief Justice candidate C. Ellen Connally received 57%.  William O’Neill received 44% and Nancy Fuerst 37%.  Republican candidates Thomas Moyer and Judith Lanzinger both received 2% or less of their contributions from personal injury attorneys, and Justice Terrence O’Donnell only received 0.1%.  The Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers contributed $11,000 to Justice candidates.  W. Scott Gwin and Paul Pfeifer each received $5,500.  





Top Contributions from Personal Injury Firms 11/2/03-4/9/04


�
  Firm�
  City�
Total Contribution�
�
1.�
Weisman Kennedy & Berris Co., LPA�
Cleveland�
$27,300�
�
2.�
Nurenberg Plevin Heller & McCarthy �
Cleveland�
$26,540�
�
3.�
Allen Schulman & Associates�
Canton�
$19,500�
�
4.�
Murray & Murray Co., LPA�
Cleveland�
$18,719�
�
5.�
Okey Law Firm�
Canton�
$18,000�
�
Includes contributions directly from the law firms or their PAC and from employees.





 


Top Contributions from Political Action Committees


November 2, 2003-April 9, 2004


�
Political Action Committee Sponsor�
Amount�
�
1.�
Bricker & Eckler�
$16,500�
�
�
Ohio Association of Realtors�
$16,500�
�
�
Ohio State Medical Association�
$16,500�
�
�
Western & Southern Life Insurance�
$16,500�
�
�
Wholesale Beer & Wine Association�
$16,500�
�
2.�
Reminger & Reminger�
$16,000�
�
3.�
Timken Company�
$15,000�
�
4. �
Vorys Sater Seymour & Pease�
$13,000�
�
5.�
Procter & Gamble�
$11,500�
�
6. �
America’s Majority Trust, Congressman Rob Portman�
$11,000�
�
�
Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers�
$11,000�
�
�
Ohio Hospital Association�
$11,000�
�
7.�
American Electric Power�
 $9,000�
�
�
Grange Mutual Casualty Company�
 $9,000�
�
�
Thompson Hine & Flory�
 $9,000�
�
8.�
Ohio Casualty Insurance Company�
 $8,500�
�
�
Ohio Farmers Insurance Company�
 $8,500�
�
9.�
Motorists Mutual Insurance�
 $8,300�
�
10.�
Roetzel & Andress�
 $6,600�
�



Political Action Committees (PACs) contributed $375,800 to Ohio Supreme Court candidates from November 2, 2003 to April 9, 2004.  There were 296 contributions from PACs. Political Action Committees sponsored by law firms contributed the $118,900, 32% of the PAC total.  Four of the law firm PACS are personal injury practices. None of the top ten contributions from Political Action Committees (PACs) are from personal injury law firms. Insurance PACs contributed $91,400 (24%).  Manufacturing was the third largest PAC contributor with $41,500 (11%).





Many law firms are unincorporated businesses and are not required to give through a PAC. There were 215 contributions from unincorporated givers, totaling $281,185.  Of the 215 contributions, 203 were from law firms and 73 were from personal injury law firms.  








Candidate�
Contributions from unincorporated givers�
Contributions from law firms that are unincorporated givers�
Percentage of total contributions received from unincorporated givers�
�
  Connally-D�
    $5,500�
    $5,500�
57%�
�
  Moyer-R�
  $39,450�
  $35,550�
11%�
�
�
�
�
�
�
  Fuerst-D�
  $68,050�
  $67,000�
29%�
�
  Gwin-D�
  $75,400�
  $75,400�
32%�
�
  Lanzinger-R�
  $17,050�
  $17,050�
 5%�
�
�
�
�
�
�
  Pfeifer-R�
  $55,500�
  $55,500�
80%�
�
�
�
�
�
�
  O’Neill-D�
    $8,010�
    $8,000�
50%�
�
  O’Donnell-R�
  $12,225�
  $11,100�
  3%�
�
  Total�
$281,185�
$275,100�
     16.4%�
�






�





Ohio Republican Party committees 


and candidates contributed $173,467.21


to candidates running for the Ohio Supreme 


Court from November 2, 2003 to 


April 9, 2004. Ohio Democratic 


Party committees and candidates


contributed $4,780.72.  





Leadership PACs contributed $11,500 to 


Justice candidates. America’s Majority 


Trust, sponsored by U.S. Rep. Rob Portman 


(R-Cincinnati) contributed $11,000.  The 


American Liberty PAC, sponsored by U.S. 


Rep. Bob Ney (R-St. Clairsville), gave $500.














Top Individual Contributors to Candidates for the Ohio Supreme Court November 2, 2003-April 9, 2004


�
Name�
Employer�
  Type of         


  Business�
Total�
�
1.�
  George Burke�
  Burke & McGrath�
  Law Firm�
$50,500�
�
2.�
  Carl Lindner�
  American Financial Group�
  Finance�
$10,000�
�
3.�
  Douglas Borror�
  Dominion Homes�
  Construction�
  $7,500�
�
�
  Joyce Farmer�
  Summer Hill Inc.�
  Finance�
  $7,500�
�
�
  Richard Farmer�
  Cintas�
  Business Svcs. �
  $7,500�
�
�
  Edward Lozick�
  Stren, Inc. �
  Business Svcs. �
  $7,500�
�
�
  J. Gilbert Reese�
  Reese Pyle Drake &  


  Meyer�
  Law Firm�
  $7,500�
�
4.�
  Dan Carmichael�
  Ohio Casualty Insurance


  Company�
  Insurance�
  $6,000�
�
5.  �
  Richard Lindner Sr.�
  Rel Group, Inc.  �
  Grocers�
  $5,500�
�



George Burke contributed to Nancy Fuerst and as a family member and is exempt from contribution limits. The remaining top contributors each gave to exclusively to contested Republican candidates (Moyer, Lanzinger, and O’Donnell). 




















�The average individual contribution 


size for Ohio Supreme Court 


candidates was $409.98.  Paul Pfeifer 


only received one contribution of $1,000, 


Nancy Fuerst received a contribution of 


$50,000 from a family member, and 


William O’Neill does not accept 


contributions over $10. 





A weighted average removing these


extremities is $395.75.  Nancy Fuerst’s 


average contribution size if the contribution 


of $50,000 is removed is $365.38. 





The average individual contribution to 


candidates for Justice of the Ohio 


Supreme Court during the 2002 Election 


Cycle was only $273.17.  During the 


2004 Pre-Primary and Post-Primary Period, 


the average individual contribution to 


legislative candidates was $204.66.





  Candidate�
Number of contributions 


equal or less than $200�
Total $ from smaller contributors�
�
Number of contributions more than $200�
Total $ from larger contributors�
�
C. Ellen Connally-D�
      3�
       $200�
�
    3�
    $2,000�
�
Thomas J. Moyer-R�
  393�
  $37,770�
�
278�
$153,933�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Nancy A. Fuerst-D�
   204�
  $20,695�
�
   99�
$139,650�
�
W. Scott Gwin-D�
     43�
   $5,725�
�
  121�
$121,769�
�
Judith Lanzinger-R�
    211�
  $21,850�
�
  222�
$144,883�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Paul E. Pfeifer-R�
        0�
           $0�
�
      1�
    $1,000�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
William O’Neill-D�
      53�
       $530�
�
      0�
           $0�
�
Terrence O’Donnell-R�
    178�
  $15,503�
�
   289�
$194,633�
�
Total�
 1,085�
$102,273�
�
1,013�
$757,868�
�



The candidates for justice received a total of 2,098 contributions from individuals November 2, 2003-April 9, 2004, equaling $860,141 from individual givers.   Seven percent of the individual contributors during this period are not in the workforce. There were 147 contributions from homemakers and retired individuals, totaling $72,475.  










































































Top 25 Organizational Contributors to Candidates


for Ohio Supreme Court 


November 2, 2003-April 9, 2004


�
Organizational Contributors�
Economic Sector�
Amount�
�
1.�
   Burke & McGrath LLC�
  Attorneys �
$50,500�
�
2.�
   American Financial Group�
  Finance &


  Insurance�
$39,200�
�
3.�
   Porter Wright Morris & Arthur�
  Attorneys�
$36,550�
�
4.�
   Weisman Kennedy & Berris Co., LPA �
  Attorneys�
$27,300�
�
5.�
   Nurenberg Plevin Heller & McCarthy Co., LPA   �
  Attorneys�
$26,540�
�
6.�
   Janik & Dorman, LLP�
  Attorneys�
$20,000�
�
7.�
   Allen Schulman & Associates�
  Attorneys�
$19,500�
�
8.�
   Murray & Murray Co., LPA�
  Attorneys�
$18,719�
�
9.�
   Timken Company�
  Manufacturing�
$18,300�
�
10.�
   Okey Law Firm�
  Attorneys�
$18,000�
�
11.�
   Bricker & Eckler 	�
  Attorneys�
$17,550�
�
12.�
   Western & Southern Life Insurance �
  Insurance�
$17,250�
�
13.�
   Vorys Sater Seymour & Pease�
  Attorneys�
$16,900�
�
14.�
   Ohio State Medical Association �
  Medical�
$16,600�
�
15.�
   Clark Perdue Roberts & Scott Co., LPA�
  Attorneys�
$16,500�
�
�
   Ohio Association of Realtors�
  Real Estate�
$16,500�
�
�
   Spangenberg Shibley & Liber �
  Attorneys�
$16,500�
�
�
   Wholesale Beer & Wine Association�
  Beverages�
$16,500�
�
�
   Williams Jilek Lafferty Gallagher & Scott �
  Attorneys�
$16,500�
�
16.�
   Reminger & Reminger�
  Attorneys�
$16,000�
�
17.�
   Baker & Hostetler   �
  Attorneys�
$14,900�
�
18.�
   Ohio Casualty Insurance Company�
  Insurance�
$14,500�
�
19.�
   Friedman Domiano & Smith Co., LPA          �
  Attorneys�
$14,010�
�
20.�
   Charles Kampinski Co., LPA�
  Attorneys�
$13,010�
�
21.�
   Procter & Gamble�
  Manufacturing�
$12,310�
�
22.�
   Forest City Enterprises�
  Real Estate�
$11,500�
�
23.�
   America’s Majority Trust, U.S. Rep. Portman�
  Ideological�
$11,000�
�
�
   Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers�
  Attorneys�
$11,000�
�
�
   Ohio Hospital Association�
  Medical�
$11,000�
�
24.�
   House of LaRose      �
  Beverage     


  Distributing�
$10,000�
�
25.�
   Cintas Corporation�
Manufacturing�
  $9,500�
�
Organizational contributions include PACs and employees


Personal injury law firms are italicized. 














Thomas J. Moyer


Candidate for Chief Justice of Ohio Supreme Court


Republican Incumbent 


Total Raised November 2, 2003- April 9, 2004--$372,971





Contributions from Republican Party Committees—$26,943


Individual Contributions Equal to or Less Than $200—$10% 


Individual Contributions More Than $200—41% 


Total Political Party & Candidate Committees and Leadership PACs—10% 


Political Action Committee (PAC) Contributions—29% 


Unincorporated Givers—11%





Top Organizational Contributors to Thomas J. Moyer�
�
    1.    Janik & Dorman, LLP  �
$19,000�
�
    2.    Porter Wright Morris & Arthur�
$12,780�
�
    3.    Baker & Hostetler�
        $8,900�
�
    4.    Vorys Sater Seymour & Pease�
        $7,700�
�
    5.    RMS Management Company�
        $7,500�
�
    6.    Timken Company�
        $6,100�
�
    7.    Bricker & Eckler   �
        $5,750�
�
    8.    Ohio State Medical Association     �
        $5,600�
�
    9.    Ohio Association of Realtors�
        $5,500�
�
           Reminger & Reminger�
        $5,500�
�
           Western & Southern Life Insurance�
        $5,500�
�
   Contributions include PACs, employees and other contributions by   


   organization.  Totals include both monetary and in-kind contributions. 


  Personal injury attorneys are in italics.  �
�



Political Party and Candidate Committee Contributors �
�
    1.  Ohio Republican Party�
$14,193�
�
    2.  Cuyahoga County Republican Party�
        $7,500�
�
    3.  Friends of Governor Taft�
        $5,500�
�
    4.  America’s Majority Trust, Congressman Rob Portman�
        $5,000�
�
         Hamilton County Republican Party�
        $5,000�
�
    5.  Hobson for Congress�
        $1,000�
�
    6.  Allen for Prosecutor�
           $500�
�
    7.  Stark County Republican Party�
           $250�
�
    8.  Farmer for Judge Committee�
             $50�
�
    Total�
      $38,993�
�









C. Ellen Connally


Candidate for Justice of Ohio Supreme Court


Democrat/ Challenger 


Total Raised November 2, 2003- April 9, 2004--$9,700





Contributions from Democratic Party Committees—$0


Individual Contributions Equal to or Less Than $200—2% 


Individual Contributions More Than $200—21% 


Total Political Party & Candidate Committees and Leadership PACs—0%


Political Action Committee (PAC) Contributions—21% 


Unincorporated Givers—57% 








Top Organizational Contributors to C. Ellen Connally�
�
    1.   Nurenberg Plevin Heller & McCarthy Co., LPA�
$5,500�
�
    2.   Vorys Sater Seymour & Pease�
$2,500�
�
    3.   Kenneth F. Seminatore Esq.�
$1,000�
�
    4.   Cleveland State University�
               $500�
�
    5.   Margaret W. Wong &Associates�
               $100�
�
    6.   Steiner & Steiner Co., LPA�
                 $50�
�
    7.   Catholic Diocese�
                 $50�
�
  Contributions include PACs, employees and other contributions by   


  organization.  Totals include both monetary and in-kind contributions. 


  Personal injury attorneys are in italics.  �
�













































                   











Nancy A. Fuerst


Candidate for Justice of Ohio Supreme Court


Democrat/ Open Seat 


Total Raised November 2, 2003- April 9, 2004--$238,395





Contributions from Democratic Party Committees—$400


Individual Contributions Equal to or Less Than $200—9% 


Individual Contributions More Than $200—59% 


Total Political Party & Candidate Committees and Leadership PACs—.3% 


Political Action Committee (PAC) Contributions—3% 


Unincorporated Givers—29% 


Labor Unions—.6% 





Top Organizational Contributors to Nancy A. Fuerst�
�
    1.   Burke &  McGrath*�
$50,500�
�
    2.   Weisman Kennedy & Berris Co., LPA�
$16,800�
�
    3.   Nurenberg Pleven Heller & McCarthy Co., LPA�
$11,500�
�
    4.   Charles Kampinski Co., LPA�
             $7,500�
�
          Friedman Domiano & Smith Co., LPA�
  $7,500�
�
    5.   Kelley & Ferraro LLP�
             $5,500�
�
          Timothy A. Shimko, LPA�
             $5,500�
�
         Williams Jilek Lafferty Gallagher & Scott�
             $5,500�
�
    6.   Spangenberg Shibley & Liber�
             $5,000�
�
    7.   Jeffries Kube Forrest & Monteleone�
 $3,000�
�
          Reminger & Reminger�
 $3,000�
�
          Scanlon & Gearinger Co., LPA�
 $3,000�
�
    8.   Burke Rosen & Associates �
 $2,500�
�
          Climaco Lefkowitz Peca Wilcox & Girafoli �
 $2,500�
�
          Elk & Elk Co., LPA�
 $2,500�
�
          Jerry L. Maloon Co., LPA�
$2,500�
�
  Contributions include PACs, employees and other contributions by   


  organization.  Totals include both monetary and in-kind contributions. 


* A family member made the contributions from Burke & McGrath.        


   Family members are exempt from contribution limits in judicial races.  


  Personal injury attorneys are in italics.  �
�



Political Party and Candidate Committee Contributors �
�
    1.   Cleveland Heights Democrats�
  $300�
�
    2.   Fuerst Election Committee�
  $150�
�
    3.   Friends of Peter Lawson Jones�
  $150�
�
    4.   Fairfield County Democratic Executive Committee�
  $100�
�
    Total  �
  $700�
�
W. Scott Gwin


Candidate for Justice of Ohio Supreme Court


Democrat/ Open Seat


Total Raised November 2, 2003-April 11, 2004--$234,244





Contributions from Democratic Party Committees—$2,000


Individual Contributions Equal to or Less Than $200—2% 


Individual Contributions More Than $200—52% 


Total Political Party & Candidate Committees and Leadership PACs—2% 


Political Action Committee (PAC) Contributions—7% 


Unincorporated Givers—32% 


Labor Unions—5% 





Top Organizational Contributors to W. Scott Gwin�
�
    1.  Okey Law Firm   �
$18,000�
�
    2.  Allen Schulman & Associates�
$13,000�
�
    3.  Murray & Murray Co., LPA�
$12,219�
�
    4.  Clark Perdue Roberts & Scott Co., LPA�
$10,000�
�
    5.  Waite Schneider Bayless & Chesley �
  $8,000�
�
    6.  Perantinides & Nolan�
  $7,750�
�
    7.  Roetzel & Andress�
  $5,700�
�
    8.  AFSCME�
  $5,500�
�
         Graham McClelland & Ransbottom Co., LPA�
  $5,500�
�
         Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers�
  $5,500�
�
         Ohio Federation of Teachers�
  $5,500�
�
         Tzangas Plakas Mannos & Recupero�
  $5,500�
�
         Williams Jilek Lafferty Gallagher & Scott Co.�
  $5,500�
�
   9.  Lancione & Lancione�
  $5,000�
�
        Spangenberg Shibley & Liber�
  $5,000�
�
  10.  Weisman Kennedy & Berris Co., LPA�
  $4,000�
�
  Contributions include PACs, employees and other contributions by   


  organization.  Totals include both monetary and in-kind contributions. 


  Personal injury attorneys are in italics.  �
�



Political Party and Candidate Committee Contributors �
�
    1.   Summit County Democratic Party�
$2,000�
�
    2.   Friends of Pat O’Malley �
$1,000�
�
    3.   Re-elect Judge Reinbold Committee �
   $250�
�
    4.   Citizens for Ford�
   $200�
�
    5.   Keep Joe Martuccio Law Director Committee�
   $200�
�
    Total�
$3,650�
�
Judith Lanzinger


Candidate for Justice of Ohio Supreme Court


Republican/ Open Seat


Total Raised November 2, 2003- April, 2004--$363,316





Contributions from Republican Party Committees—$59,758


Individual Contributions Equal to or Less Than $200—6% 


Individual Contributions More Than $200—40% 


Total Political Party & Candidate Committees and Leadership PACs—19% Political Action Committee (PAC) Contributions—31% 


Unincorporated Givers—5% 


Labor Unions—0.1% 





Top Organizational Contributors to Judith Lanzinger�
�
    1.  American Financial Group�
$21,700�
�
    2.  Porter Wright Morris & Arthur�
$11,985�
�
    3.  Timken Company�
  $6,100�
�
    4.  Bricker & Eckler�
  $5,750�
�
    5.  Ohio Association of Realtors�
  $5,500�
�
         Ohio Casualty Insurance Company�
  $5,500�
�
         Ohio Farmers Insurance Company�
  $5,500�
�
         Ohio State Medical Association�
  $5,500�
�
         Procter & Gamble�
  $5,500�
�
         Western & Southern Life Insurance Company�
  $5,500�
�
         Wholesale Beer & Wine Association of Ohio�
  $5,500�
�
   6.  Ohio Hospital Association�
  $4,750�
�
   7.  Farmers Insurance Group�
  $4,000�
�
       Grange Mututal Casualty Company�
  $4,000�
�
  Contributions include PACs, employees and other contributions by   


  organization.  Totals include both monetary and in-kind contributions. 


  Personal injury attorneys are in italics.  �
�



Top Political Party and Candidate Committee Contributors �
�
   1.  Ohio Republican Party�
$52,008�
�
   2.  Cuyahoga County Republican Party�
 $7,500�
�
   3.  Friends of Governor Taft�
 $5,500�
�
   4.  Oxley for Congress�
 $2,000�
�
   5.  America’s Majority Trust, Congressman Rob Portman�
 $1,000�
�
   6.  Stark County Republican Party �
    $250�
�
   7.  Allen for Prosecutor�
    $250�
�
   8.  Farmer for Judge Committee�
      $50�
�
   Total �
$68,558�
�
Paul Pfeifer


Candidate for Justice of Ohio Supreme Court


Republican Incumbent


Total Raised November 2, 2003-April 9, 2004--$69,000





Contributions from Republican Party Committees—$0


Individual Contributions Equal to or Less Than $200—0%


Individual Contributions More Than $200—1% 


Total Political Party & Candidate Committees and Leadership PACs—0%


Political Action Committee (PAC) Contributions—11% 


Unincorporated Givers—80% 


Labor Unions—7% 





Organizational Contributors to Paul Pfeifer�
�
  1.  Allen Schulman & Associates�
  $5,500�
�
      Charles Kampinski Co., LPA�
  $5,500�
�
      Clark Perdue Roberts & Scott�
  $5,500�
�
      Friedman Domiano & Smith�
  $5,500�
�
      Murray & Murray  �
  $5,500�
�
      Nurenberg Plevin Heller & McCarthy �
  $5,500�
�
      Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers�
  $5,500�
�
      Spangenberg Shibley & Liber�
  $5,500�
�
      Weisman Kennedy & Berris Co., LPA�
  $5,500�
�
      Williams Jilek Lafferty Gallagher & Scott�
  $5,500�
�
  2.  Palmer Volkema & Thomas�
  $5,000�
�
       Ohio Education Association�
      $5,000�
�
  3.  Miraldi & Barrett Co �
 $2,000�
�
  4.  Linton & Hirshman�
 $1,000�
�
      Lamkin Van Eman Trimble Beals & Rourke�
 $1,000�
�
   Contributions include PACs, employees and other contributions by   


  organization.  Totals include both monetary and in-kind contributions. 


  Personal injury attorneys are in italics.  �
�






























William O’Neill


Candidate for Justice of Ohio Supreme Court


Democratic Challenger


Total Raised November 2, 2003-April 9, 2004--$16,171





Contributions from Democratic Party Committees—$80


Individual Contributions Equal to or Less Than $200—3% 


Individual Contributions More Than $200—0%


Total Political Party & Candidate Committees and Leadership PACs—3% 


Political Action Committee (PAC) Contributions—0%


Unincorporated Givers—50% 


Labor Unions—44% 





Top Organizational Contributors to William O’Neill�
�
  1.  Sheet Metal Workers Union  �
$1,200�
�
  2.  Nurenberg Plevin Heller & McCarthy Co., LPA�
$1,040�
�
  3.  Friedman Domiano & Smith Co., LPA �
$1,010�
�
  4.  Allen Schulman & Associates  �
$1,000�
�
       Don C. Iler Co., LPA�
$1,000�
�
       International Brotherhood of Boilermakers�
$1,000�
�
       International Machinists & Aerospace Workers�
$1,000�
�
       Jeffries Kube Forrest & Monteleone Co., LPA�
$1,000�
�
       Laborers International Union of North America�
$1,000�
�
       Murray & Murray Co., LPA�
$1,000�
�
       Plumbers & Pipefitters Union�
$1,000�
�
       Spangenberg Shibley & Liber �
$1,000�
�
      Weisman Kennedy & Berris Co., LPA�
$1,000�
�
  Contributions include PACs, employees and other contributions by   


  organization.  Totals include both monetary and in-kind contributions. 


  Personal injury attorneys are in italics.  �
�



Top Political Party and Candidate Committee Contributors �
�
  1.   Michael Drain for Judge Committee �
$351�
�
  2.   Ohio Democratic Party�
  $80�
�
  Total �
$431�
�


















Terrence O’Donnell


Candidate for Justice of Ohio Supreme Court


Republican Appointed Incumbent


Total Raised November 2, 2003-April 9, 2004--$406,303





Contributions from Republican Party Committees— $52,367


Individual Contributions Equal to or Less Than $200—4% 


Individual Contributions More Than $200—48% 


Total Political Party & Candidate Committees and Leadership PACs—16% 


Political Action Committee (PAC) Contributions—30% 


Unincorporated Givers—3% 


Labor Unions—0%





Top Organizational Contributors to Terrence O’Donnell�
�
  1.  American Financial Group�
$17,500�
�
  2.  Porter Wright Morris & Arthur�
$11,785�
�
  3.  House of LaRose�
$10,000�
�
  4.  Forest City Enterprises�
  $9,500�
�
  5.  Ohio Casualty Insurance Company�
  $7,500�
�
  6.  Motorists Mutual Insurance�
  $6,300�
�
  7. Western & Southern Life Insurance �
  $6,250�
�
  8.  Procter & Gamble�
  $6,100�
�
       Timken Company �
  $6,100�
�
  9.  Bricker & Eckler�
  $6,050�
�
 10.  AK Steel�
  $5,500�
�
  Contributions include contributions from PACs, employees and other


  contributions by organization.  Totals include both monetary and 


  in-kind contributions.  �
�



Top Political Party and Candidate Committee Contributors �
�
  1.  Ohio Republican Party�
$39,617�
�
  2.  Cuyahoga County Republican Party�
  $7,500�
�
  3.  Friends of Governor Taft�
  $5,500�
�
  4.  America’s Majority Trust, Congressman Rob Portman�
  $5,000�
�
       Hamilton County Republican Party�
   $5,000�
�
  5.  Oxley for Congress�
   $2,000�
�
  6.  Allen for Prosecutor�
     $500�
�
       American Liberty PAC, Congressman Bob Ney�
     $500�
�
  7.  Stark County Republican Party�
     $250�
�
  8.  Farmer for Judge Committee�
       $50�
�
  Total�
$65,917�
�



Recommendations





Ohio Supreme Court Voter Guides can be the first step in engaging the public and encouraging them to look for more information about judicial candidates.  Voter guides can help counter special interests by providing voters more information than they would receive from paid ads.  As a result of the 2003 forum, "Judicial Impartiality - The Next Steps" and the recommendations of the Voter Guide Working Group established by the Chief Justice, the League of Women Voters of Ohio, the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics at the University of Akron, the John Glenn Institute for Public Service and Public Policy at the Ohio State University, Ohio Common Cause, the Ohio State Bar Association and Ohio Citizen Action are participating in a Supreme Court voter guide pilot project.  These groups are working to build a broad network of voluntary organizations, along with print and broadcast media in Ohio, to reach as many citizens as possible.  This project is only a first step.  A state supported and more widely distributed voter guide is the next step. �


Candidates should identify attorneys and their law firms who have had business in their court in the past year.  This would give Ohioans a clearer picture of campaign finance and judicial elections.  This reform could be accomplished by rules established by the Court. Disclosure could also be improved by eliminating “best effort” for judicial candidates.  Candidates for Ohio Supreme Court should be required to identify the employer of individuals of contributions over $100 rather than simply their occupation.  Contributions that are unidentified should be considered “frozen” until properly identified.  If the candidate committees are unable to identify, these funds should be returned to the contributor or given to the Client Security Fund.  The Client Security Fund was established by the Court and compensates clients who suffer financial loss as a result of attorney misconduct.  This is a change that would need to be accomplished legislatively. 





Public financing of judicial campaigns would remove judges from serious fundraising and eliminates the perception that justice may be for sale.  The First Steps Working Group on Public Financing continues to review reform options.  North Carolina will become the first state in the nation to offer full public financing for its top courts this year and this should give other states, including Ohio, more information about the benefits and problems of implementing a judicial public financing system. 





Methodology





The Ohio Citizen Action Education Fund analyzed contributions from November 2, 2003 through April 9, 2004 to candidates for Ohio Supreme Court Justice.  Totals include contributions from political action committees (PACs), labor unions, unincorporated businesses, organizations and individuals.  Unincorporated businesses are usually “mom and pop shops” but many law firms are limited liability companies.  These unincorporated businesses are not required to have PACs to make their contributions.


The database is based on the filings of judicial candidates for Ohio Supreme Court, available in computerized form from the Ohio Secretary of State.  These filings were submitted electronically by the candidate committees to the Secretary of State and are available on-line at www.state.oh.us/sos/.





To identify the employers or the organizational affiliations of contributors, the Ohio Citizen Action Education Fund obtained the following databases:  





·	A database from the Ohio Supreme Court of attorneys in Ohio, 


·	A list of lobbyists in Ohio from the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee, 


·	The InfoUSA PowerFinder, a national phone directory on CD, 


·	The 1999-2000 Run for the Money database, an analysis of 1999-2000 contributors and the 2002 Contributions to Candidates for the Ohio Supreme Court, an analysis of 2002 contributions to Supreme Court candidates.  Both of these databases were based on the Ohio Secretary of State’s database with further analysis by the Ohio Citizen Action Education Fund. 


·	A list of Ohio Political Action Committees from the Ohio Secretary of State website to identify PAC sponsors.





There are many different kinds of attorneys. To identify personal injury attorneys, the Ohio Citizen Action Education Fund used a database of law firms that advertise in the Yellow Pages as personal injury attorneys. This database was cross-referenced with those who identified personal injury work as a primary focus in the Martindale-Hubbell Lawyer Locator. The Martindale-Hubbell Lawyer Locator on www.martindale.com provides free online access to the Martindale-Hubbell database. This captured those who publicly identified themselves as personal injury attorneys. However, this study likely underestimates contributions that can be attributed to personal injury attorneys and certainly does not include all plaintiff trial attorneys. 





For each candidate the total amount in this database includes the following:  


·	Contributions received


·	Contributions received at a social or fundraising event


·	In-kind contributions received


·	Contributions the candidate gave to his or her own campaign





The profiles do not include Statement of Other Income, which include interest, refunds, returns, and other non-contribution income.  





It should be noted that contribution limits are based on whether the candidate is in a contested primary.  For a chart of contribution limits for candidates for justice and chief justice of the Ohio Supreme Court, visit www.sconet.state.oh.us.  Gwin for Supreme Court’s initial Post Primary filing was amended and this study reflects the amended report. 
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Contributions from political party and candidate committees


11/2/03-4/9/04


Candidate�
Total Contributions�
�
  Connally-D�
$0�
�
  Moyer-R�
$38,992.85�
�
�
�
�
  Fuerst-D�
             $700�
�
  Gwin-D�
          $3,650�
�
  Lanzinger-R�
$68,557.66�
�
�
�
�
  Pfeifer-R�
$0�
�
�
�
�
  O’Neill-D�
             $430.72�
�
  O’Donnell-R�
        $65,916.70�
�
  Total�
      $178,247.93�
�






Average Individual Contributions


11/2/03-4/9/04


Candidate�
Average Contribution �
�
  C. Ellen Connally-D�
$366.67�
�
  Thomas J. Moyer-R�
$285.70�
�
�
�
�
Nancy A. Fuerst-D�
$529.19�
�
  W. Scott Gwin-D�
$777.40�
�
  Judith Lanzinger-R�
