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AN ANTI-REFORM REFORM BILL MAY BE RUSHED THROUGH THE OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY THIS DECEMBER

A so called campaign finance reform bill that is essentially a major set back for campaign reform has a good chance of being enacted by the Ohio General Assembly next week.

Governor Taft has called a special session of the Legislature beginning Monday December 13th to specifically deal with campaign finance reform. The legislation that is currently being drafted behind closed doors contains language that would open up campaigns for state office to greater influence by “big money interests.”

Originally launched last spring as a simple disclosure bill dealing with contributions made to independent groups attempting to influence Ohio Supreme Court races, Senate Bill 214 has been transformed by members of the House State Government Committee into a two-hundred page bill dealing with every aspect of campaign funding in the state. Although no final version of the Committee’s bill has been made available to the public, it previously contained language that would jeopardize a law passed by the General Assembly in 1908 that bans direct corporate contributions to political campaigns. An earlier draft also included a provision that would greatly increase contribution limits to candidates for state office.

“From what we know about the current bill,” declared Bill Woods of the Common Cause Education Fund, “it is a Trojan Horse labeled reform that will take citizens by surprise with hidden contents that add up to anything but reform. The problem with this legislation is that it is being drafted behind closed doors, and there is the potential because of the Governor’s special session of rushing something through the House and the Senate that will lack citizen input or even debate by the Legislature about its proposed content.”

Both the League of Women Voters of Ohio and Common Cause/Ohio are calling on members of the Ohio General Assembly to postpone work on campaign finance reform legislation until sufficient time can be devoted to this critical issue in the next session in 2005. They are asking concerned citizen to contact their Ohio Senator and Representative with this message.
