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Electronic Voting Security Issues Warrant Additional Review

COLUMBUS – Ohio Secretary of State J. Kenneth Blackwell today announced that further security reviews and audits of electronic voting devices are necessary as a result of comprehensive inquires into the security policies, practices and procedures of election system vendors under consideration in Ohio.  Therefore, Help America Vote Act implementation schedules for voting systems will be delayed until each electronic voting devices under consideration successfully completes in-depth security audits.

In addition to further security reviews, the secretary of state was prepared to announce qualified vendors, terms of service and warranty today, however, court action on behalf of Sequoia Voting Systems has prohibited the release of a list of successful bidders.

“At the beginning of this process our goal was to offer Ohioans the most accurate and secure voting machinery available, with the best service, price and warranty available as well,” Blackwell said.  “Based on our market analysis, we are confident that the price, service and warranty we have negotiated is one of, if not, the best in the nation.”  

“However, our initial inquiries into security issues regarding electronic voting devices leave some unanswered questions,” Blackwell added.  “As a result, we will put these voting devices through an extensive security assessment and validation process.” 
Science Application International Corporation (SAIC) and InfoSentry will conduct security assessments and testing.  

SAIC is a technology research and engineering company based in San Diego, CA.  The firm offers a broad range of expertise in technology development and analysis, computer system development and integration, technical support services, and computer hardware and software products. SAIC engineers and scientists work to solve complex technical problems in national and homeland security, energy, environment, telecommunications, health care, transportation and logistics.
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InfoSentry is a Raleigh, NC-based national computer security firm specializing in elections and government technology.  The firm conducted an initial security assessment of election vendors under consideration in Ohio.  During its review, InfoSentry examined national and international certifications.  The firm also asked each system vendor specific questions regarding security practices, national and international security certifications and the level of expertise of their programmers and software developers.
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For more information, contact Carlo LoParo at (614) 752-8110.

