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By Catherine Turcer and Grant Holzen

From November 5, 2007 to September 30, 2008, the candidates for Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court raised $1,965,396. 

Contributions raised from November 5, 2007 to September 30, 2008

  Maureen O’Connor                         (Republican  Incumbent)

    $865,970

  Joseph D. Russo                               (Democratic  Challenger)

    $195,151
  Evelyn Lundberg Stratton              (Republican Incumbent)

    $804,636

  Peter M. Sikora                                (Democratic Challenger)

       $99,638

Total Contributions

$1,965,396
Includes both monetary and in-kind contributions.

Examination of contributions and donor patterns during this election year serves two purposes.   It helps inform voters and it provides information for the Ohio Supreme Court.   The rising cost of Ohio judicial elections, along with well-funded efforts by interest groups to influence the outcomes of these races, has raised serious concerns about the judiciary’s independence and impartiality.  Since 1999, the American Bar Association (ABA) has recommended mandatory disqualification of any judge who has accepted large contributions from a party appearing before him/her.  Although, the American Bar Association has left each state to choose a specific contribution amount that might trigger recusal, the Bar reaffirmed this recommendation in February 2007 in their Model Code of Judicial Conduct.    

The ABA’s new Model Code led Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer to establish a nineteen-member Task Force on the Code of Judicial Conduct in June 2007.  Beginning in August 2007, the Task Force conducted a comprehensive review of the ABA Model Code, existing Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct, case law, and advisory opinions.  On February 26, 2008, the Task Force released a proposed Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct.  The second public comment period on the proposed Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct ends October 17, 2008.
The proposed Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct does not include recusal or disqualification of judges if major contributors appear before them and it does not include capping the contributions made by individuals that belong to the same organization.  This study provides an opportunity to examine the aggregate contributions from organizations and to consider their possible impact on judicial independence.  It also provides an opportunity to examine electioneering communication and judicial independence. 
Organized Giving 
Both Maureen O’Connor and Evelyn Lundberg Stratton received $15,000 from the law firm of Porter, Wright, Morris and Arthur LLP.  Both Stratton and O’Connor received 92 contributions from Porter Wright lawyers in increments of either $108.69 or $108.70.  Maureen O’Connor’s campaign originally reported that Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP gave $10,000.  In an amended October 15, 2008 filing, O’Connor broke down the contribution by 92 individual donors.  
Maureen O’Connor’s top organizational contributions 

Organization

Number of Contributions

Amount

1.

Cincinnati Insurance Companies

159

$39,300

2.

Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease LLP

  52

$15,450

3.

FirstEnergy Corp.

   7

$15,200

4.

Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP

  94
$15,000

5.

John & Thomas Schiff Insurance Agency

 14

$11,000

6.

Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP

  8

$10,600

7.

Sherwin Williams

  14

$10,303

8.

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP

  9

$10,250

9.

American Electric Power

 22

  $9,899

10.

Motorist Mutual Insurance Company

  44

  $8,800

Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees. Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.
Evelyn Lundberg Stratton’s top organizational contributions 

Organization

Number of Contributions

Amount 

1.

Cincinnati Insurance Companies

143

$37,825

2.

FirstEnergy Corp.

7

$17,500

3.

Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease LLP

53

$16,625

4.

Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP

94

$15,000

5.

John & Thomas Schiff Insurance Agency

16

$12,075

6.

Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP

8

  $9,750

7.

Jones Day

19

  $9,400

8.

Motorist Mutual Insurance Company

39

  $8,700

9.

Murray Energy Corporation

2

  $8,000

10.

Baker & Hostetler LLP

6

  $6,500

Limited Brands

3

  $6,500

Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees. Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.
Cincinnati Insurance Companies contributions to Maureen O’Connor and Evelyn Lundberg Stratton demonstrate a pattern of organized giving.  Both candidates received the majority of these contributions on a handful of dates.  
Cincinnati Insurance Companies Contributions 
Date

Candidate

Number of Employees that contributed

Total Amount 

2/19/2008

Evelyn Lundberg Stratton

8

$12,000

2/20/2008

Maureen O’Connor 

8
$12,000

4/30/2008
Evelyn Lundberg Stratton
1
$1,000
5/1/2008

Maureen O’Connor

1

$1,000

8/8/2008

Evelyn Lundberg Stratton
14
  $3,625
8/11/2008
Maureen O’Connor 
14
  $3,625
8/20/2008
Evelyn Lundberg Stratton
60
$11,300
8/27/2008
Maureen O’Connor 
66
$11,675
9/16/2008
Evelyn Lundberg Stratton 
39
  $7,175
9/16/2008
Maureen O’Connor 
45
  $7,275
10/3/2008
Evelyn Lundberg Stratton
20
  $2,675
9/30/2008

Maureen O’Connor 

22

  $2,800

Contributions from well-known law firm Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP demonstrated a similar pattern.  In August 2008, O’Connor received 47 contributions from this law firm, totaling $10,900. Also in August 2008, Stratton received 42 from Vorys, Sater totaling $9,875. 
The Democratic challengers Joseph D. Russo and Peter Sikora raised significantly less money.  They share some top contributors like the unions Ohio Education Association, the Ohio Federation of Teachers and the Teamsters, and law firms Casper & Casper and Nurenberg Paris Heller & McCarthy Co LPA. 
Joseph Russo’s top organizational contributions 
Organization

Number of Contributions

Amount

1.

Shapiro, Shapiro & Shapiro Co., LPA

3

$9,000

2.

Hermann, Kahn & Schneider LLP

2

$5,800

3.

Casper & Casper

1

$5,500

Kelley & Ferraro LLP

2
$5,500

4.

Gallon, Takacs, Boissoneault & Schaffer 

1

$5,000

Ohio Education Association


1

$5,000

Ohio Federation of Teachers

1

$5,000

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP

1

$5,000

Teamsters

1

$5,000

5.

Nurenberg Paris Heller & McCarthy Co LPA 

3

$4,817
Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees. Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.
Pete Sikora’s top organizational contributions 

Organization

Number of Contributions

Amount 

1.

Casper & Casper

1

$5,500

Thompson Hine LLP

1

$5,500

2.

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP

2

$5,050

3.

Gallon, Takacs, Boissoneault & Schaffer 

8

$5,000

Ohio Education Association


1

$5,000

Ohio Federation of Teachers

1

$5,000

Teamsters

1

$5,000

4.

Nurenberg, Paris, Heller & McCarthy Co LPA

3

$3,700
5.

Boilermakers Union Local 744

1

$3,500
6.

Fahey Bank 

1

$3,000
Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees. Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.



Recommendation
Establish disqualification or withdrawal standards based on campaign contributions for Supreme Court Justices. A rule should be established that triggers disqualification of Supreme Court Justices after receipt of a large aggregate contribution, not just from a single donor, but collectively from all donors associated with a party to litigation or with counsel.  An example of aggregate contributions that could trigger disqualification would be contributions from corporate officers, management-level employees and law firm partners.  An examination of the Ohio Supreme Court by The New York Times in 2006 found that Ohio Supreme Court justices routinely sat on cases after receiving campaign contributions from the parties involved or groups that filed supporting briefs.  The Times found that on average, justices voted in favor of contributors 70% of the time.  In the 12 years the paper examined, Ohio Supreme Court justices recused themselves only 9 times in 215 cases with the most direct conflicts of interest.  Disqualification standards avoid leaving recusal decisions up to individual judges or justices.  A survey conducted by Belden Russonello & Stewart for the Midwest Democracy Network in June 2008 found that 88% of Ohioans believe that it would make a difference (63% big difference) if Ohio “required judges to step aside in cases in which either the lawyers or the parties involved in the case have contributed to their election campaigns.”

OR 

Place a contribution cap on contributions from individuals that belong to the same organization, particularly individuals that belong to the same law firm.  Campaign contribution limits would be greatly strengthened by placing a limit on the contributions from individuals that belong to the same organization.  Currently, organizations can do an end-run around the limitations placed on the amounts that it may contribute to judicial campaigns by alerting employees that they should contribute to a particular campaign.  For example, Maureen O’Connor’s campaign originally reported that Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP gave $10,000.  This violates limits established by Canon 7 of the Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct.  Organizations are limited to $5,500.  In the amended filing, O’Connor broke down the contribution by 92 individual donors.  Ohio law already has aggregate limits on contractors with the state.  The State of Texas adopted aggregate limits for judicial candidates (Texas Election Code 253.157) more than 10 years ago.  

Political Party Contributions

This election provides an opportunity to reconsider the contribution limits for the political parties. 
	  Candidate
	
	  Political Party Committee
	Contribution

	  Maureen O’Connor 
	
	  Ohio Republican Party
	$83,061

	
	
	  Columbiana County Republican Judicial Fund 
	  $4,000

	  
	
	  Hamilton County Republican Party 
	  $2,500

	  
	
	  Cuyahoga County Republican Party 
	     $100

	  O’Connor Total 
	
	
	$89,661

	
	
	
	

	  Joseph D. Russo 
	
	  Ohio Democratic Party
	  $4,621

	  
	
	  Summit County Democratic Executive Committee-Judicial 
	  $1,000

	  
	
	  Clermont County Democratic Party 
	     $200

	  Russo Total 
	
	
	$5,821


The political party totals do not include Democratic or Republican clubs, Leadership PACs or contributions from candidate committees.  
	  Candidate
	
	  Political Party Committee
	Contribution

	  Evelyn Lundberg Stratton
	
	  Ohio Republican Party Supreme Court Judicial Account
	$31,600

	  
	
	  Ohio Republican State & Central Executive Committee
	$30,293

	  
	
	  Columbiana County Republican Party 
	  $4,737

	  
	
	  Hamilton County Republican Party Judicial Campaign Fund  
	  $2,500

	  
	
	  Hamilton County Republican Party
	  $2,500

	  
	
	  Cuyahoga County Republican Party 
	     $100

	  
	
	  Gallia County Republican Party Committee 
	     $118

	  Stratton Total 
	
	
	$71,848

	
	
	
	

	  Peter M. Sikora
	
	Clermont County Democratic Party 
	      $200

	  Sikora Total 
	
	
	      $200


The political party totals do not include Democratic or Republican clubs, Leadership PACs or contributions from candidate committees.  
Recommendation
Lower the limit on political party contributions to judicial candidates.  Canon 7 of the Code of Judicial Conduct caps contributions from political parties to candidates for Justice or Chief Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court.  If candidates face a contested primary, political parties may contribute up to $150,000.  Canon 7 establishes a contribution limit for the political parties at $275,000 for the General Election, or throughout the election cycle if the primary is not contested.  Permitting such strong financial support from the political parties to judicial candidates may make sense.  The political parties often give for ideological reasons and are focused on getting their candidates elected.  However, in the past few years the number of election administration cases brought by the political party or their representatives has increased significantly.  Judges need to be truly independent, which is why our judicial candidates lose their party labels after the Primary.  

Electioneering Communication or Independent Expenditures

As the Ohio Supreme Court reviews the Judicial Code of Conduct, it is important to remember that campaign contributions are only part of the campaign finance puzzle.  Electioneering communication or independent expenditures can affect the makeup of the Court.   Many voters do not separate these advertisements from the candidates’.  
The Partnership for Ohio’s Future 

The Partnership for Ohio’s Future, previously known as the Citizens for a Strong Ohio, an affiliate of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce, has continued to be active in Supreme Court elections this year.  So far, the Partnership raised and spent $855,000 on television advertisements supporting the campaigns of the two Republican candidates.  An announcer in a television ad highlighting Maureen O’Connor states “This peaceful night is brought to you by Justice Maureen O’Connor.”  Another ad supporting Evelyn Lundberg Stratton intones “Thanks to Justice Stratton’s efforts, 42 states now have a faster appeals process and thousands of children now have a home. “

The Ohio Chamber of Commerce contributed $147,000 to the Partnership for Ohio’s Future electioneering committee and the U.S. Chamber $427,500.  The National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) gave this electioneering campaign $5,000.  Insurance companies provided major support for the Partnership, contributing a combined $205,000. The manufacturing industry also featured prominently contributing a combined $60,000.  
Contributions to the Partnership for Ohio’s Future 

	Contributor 
	Type 
	Amount

	  Grange Insurance Companies 
	  Insurance 
	    $25,000

	  Johnson & Johnson 
	  Manufacturing 
	    $10,000

	  Motorists Mutual Insurance Company 
	  Insurance
	    $25,000

	  National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB)
	  Business Association
	     $5,000

	  Ohio Chamber of Commerce
	  Business Association
	 $147,000

	  Ohio Contractors Association 
	  Construction 
	        $500

	  Ohio National Life Insurance Company 
	  Insurance
	   $30,000

	  Ohio Society of Certified Public Accountants 
	  Finance 
	    $10,000

	  Owens-Illinois General, Inc. 
	  Manufacturing 
	      $5,000

	  Procter & Gamble 
	  Manufacturing
	   $20,000

	  The Scotts Company 
	  Chemical Manufacturing
	   $25,000

	  State Auto Mutual Insurance Company 
	  Insurance 
	   $25,000

	  State Farm Mutual Auto Insurance Company 
	  Insurance 
	   $75,000

	  U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
	  Business Association
	$427,500

	  Western & Southern Life Insurance Company
	  Insurance 
	   $25,000

	
	
	

	  Total Contributions 
	
	$855,000


Totals include the Partnership for Ohio’s Future’s electioneering communication entity reports on 9/23/2008, 9/29/2008, and 10/7/2008.

What we can learn from other states
Political expenditures beyond contributions directly to candidates can lead to questions about judicial independence.  In West Virginia, between a verdict in Caperton v. A.T. Massey Coal Co., and Massey Coal’s appeal to the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals in 2006, Don Blankenship, chairman and CEO of Massey Energy Co., reportedly made campaign expenditures of $3 million to defeat a sitting Justice Warren McGraw.  Much of the $3 million was donated to a 527 organization called ‘And for the Sake of the Kids.’  This 527 ran ads focused on defeating Justice McGraw.  Brent Benjamin received $317,000 in direct support.  Benjamin’s campaign was successful and he took the bench in 2004.  Benjamin twice rejected motions by Caperton that he recuse himself because Blankenship's "extraordinary" financial support for Benjamin's campaign created a "constitutionally unacceptable appearance of impropriety." The West Virginia Supreme Court reversed a $76 million award won by Caperton.  Benjamin joined the 3-2 majority. 
In May 2003, the Supreme Court of Illinois heard oral arguments in Avery v. State Farm Insurance Company. The case involved a class action against State Farm on behalf of 4.7 million policyholders in 48 states. The appeal was not decided until after the November 2004 election. Lloyd Karmeier received more than $350,000 in direct contributions from its employees, lawyers, and others directly involved with the company and/or the case.  Karmeier received an additional $1 million from larger groups of which State Farm was a member or to which it contributed.  Karmeir refused to recuse himself from the Avery appeal. He then cast the deciding vote on the breach of contract claims, overturning an expensive verdict against State Farm.

Recommendation
Create an Independent Commission to Review Electioneering Communication 

The influence of independent expenditures or electioneering communication on the judicial process could be addressed by creating an independent commission to adjudicate recusal motions.  A commission could, for example, be composed of retired judges.  Parties who were concerned about the influence of these independent expenditures could seek recusal of a judge by submitting an application to the commission to have the judge removed.   

Maureen O’Connor 







Candidate for Supreme Court Justice

Republican Incumbent 






$865,970 (Contributions raised from 11/07 – 9/08)

Top organizational contributors to Maureen O’Connor

	1
	Ohio Republican Party
	Ideological
	$83,236

	2
	Cincinnati Insurance Companies
	Insurance
	$39,300

	3
	Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease LLP
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	$15,450

	4
	FirstEnergy Corp.
	Electric Utilities
	$15,200

	5
	Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	$15,000

	6
	John & Thomas Schiff Insurance Agency
	Insurance
	$11,000

	7
	Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	$10,600

	8
	Sherwin Williams
	Chemical Manufacturing & Retail
	$10,303

	9
	Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP
	Lawyers & law Firms
	$10,250

	10
	American Electric Power
	Electric Utilities
	  $9,899

	11
	Motorist Mutual Insurance Company
	Insurance
	  $8,800

	12
	Murray Energy Corporation
	Coal Mining
	  $8,500

	13
	RPM International Inc.
	Chemical Manufacturing
	  $8,000

	14
	Nationwide
	Insurance
	  $7,610

	15
	Thompson Hine LLP
	Lawyers & law Firms
	  $7,000


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees. Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.
Top areas to Maureen O’Connor


	1
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	$218,546
	
	

	2
	Health
	$148,845
	
	

	3
	Insurance
	$145,138
	
	

	4
	Republican Party
	  $94,896
	
	

	5
	Manufacturing
	  $63,628
	
	

	6
	Energy & Natural Resources
	  $42,449
	
	

	7
	Retired
	  $28,619
	
	

	8
	Real Estate 
	  $16,680
	
	

	9
	Banks
	  $13,000
	
	

	10
	Construction
	  $10,697
	
	


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees.

 Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.  

*Political party contributions include party & candidate committees,

 Party clubs, Leadership PACs and employees.
Top political party & candidate committee contributions to Maureen O’Connor

	1
	Ohio Republican Party
	$83,236

	2
	Columbiana County Republican Judicial Fund
	   $4,000

	3
	Citizens for Jim Petro
	   $2,500

	
	Hamilton County Republican Party
	   $2,500


Joseph D. Russo

Candidate for Supreme Court Justice

Democratic Challenger 

$195,151 (Contributions raised 11/07 – 9/08)
Top organizational contributors to Joseph D. Russo

	1
	Shapiro, Shapiro & Shapiro Co., LPA
	Lawyers & law Firms
	$9,000

	2
	Hermann, Kahn & Schneider LLP
	Lawyers & law Firms
	$5,800

	3
	Casper & Casper
	Lawyers & law Firms
	$5,500

	
	Kelley & Ferraro LLP
	Lawyers & law Firms
	$5,500

	4
	Gallon, Takacs, Boissoneault & Schaffer Co., LPA
	Lawyers & law Firms
	$5,000

	
	Ohio Education Association

	Education
	$5,000

	
	Ohio Federation of Teachers
	Education
	$5,000

	
	Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP
	Lawyers & law Firms
	$5,000

	
	Teamsters
	Labor Unions
	$5,000


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees. Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.
Top areas to Joseph D. Russo

	1
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	      $125,142
	
	

	2
	Labor Unions
	$19,100
	
	

	3
	Democratic Party
	  $6,671
	
	

	4
	Civil Servants/Public Officials
	  $2,810
	
	

	5
	Real Estate
	  $2,675
	
	

	6
	Health
	  $2,250
	
	

	7
	Business Services
	  $2,000
	
	


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees.

 Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.  

*Political party contributions include party & candidate committees,

 Party Clubs, Leadership PACs and employees.
Top political party & candidate committee contributions to Joseph D. Russo

	1
	Ohio Democratic Party
	$4,621

	2
	Summit County Democratic Executive Committee
	$1,000

	3
	Quin-T Democrat Club
	    $500


Evelyn Lundberg Stratton





Candidate for Supreme Court Justice 

Republican Incumbent

$804,636 (Contributions raised from 11/07- 9/08)
Top organizational contributors to Evelyn Lundberg Stratton

	1
	Cincinnati Insurance Companies
	Insurance
	$37,825

	2
	Ohio Republican Party Supreme Court Judicial Account
	Ideological
	$31,600

	3
	Ohio Republican State & Central Executive Committee
	Ideological
	$30,293

	4
	FirstEnergy Corp.
	Electric Utilities
	$17,500

	5
	Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease LLP
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	$16,625

	6
	Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	$15,000

	7
	John & Thomas Schiff Insurance Agency
	Insurance
	$12,075

	8
	Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	  $9,750

	9
	Jones Day
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	  $9,400

	10
	Motorist Mutual Insurance Company
	Insurance
	  $8,700

	11
	Murray Energy Corporation
	Coal Mining
	  $8,000

	12
	Baker & Hostetler LLP
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	  $6,500

	
	Limited Brands
	Manufacturing & Retail
	  $6,500


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees. Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.
Top areas to Evelyn Lundberg Stratton


	1
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	$216,081
	
	

	2
	Insurance
	$135,350
	
	

	3
	Health 
	$108,286
	
	

	4
	Republican Party
	  $78,780
	
	

	5
	Manufacturing 
	  $54,220
	
	

	6
	Energy & Natural Resources
	  $32,175
	
	

	7
	Retired
	  $26,984
	
	

	8
	Real Estate
	  $19,495
	
	

	9
	Banks
	  $11,255
	
	


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees.

 Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.  

*Political party contributions include party & candidate committees,

 Party Clubs, Leadership PACs and employees.
Top political party & candidate committee contributions to Evelyn Lundberg Stratton

	1
	Ohio Republican Party Supreme Court Judicial Account
	$31,600

	2
	Ohio Republican State & Central Executive Committee
	$30,293

	3
	Columbiana County Republican Party
	  $4,737

	4
	Hamilton County Republican Party Judicial Campaign Fund
	  $2,500

	
	Hamilton County Republican Party
	  $2,500

	
	Citizens for Jim Petro
	  $2,500


Peter M. Sikora

Candidate for Supreme Court Justice 

Democratic Challenger
$99,638 (Contributions raised from 11/07 – 9/08)

Top organizational contributors to Peter M. Sikora

	1
	Casper & Casper
	Lawyers & law Firms
	$5,500

	
	Thompson Hine LLP
	Lawyers & law Firms
	$5,500

	2
	Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP
	Lawyers & law Firms
	$5,050

	3
	Gallon, Takacs, Boissoneault & Schaffer Co., LPA
	Lawyers & law Firms
	$5,000

	
	Ohio Education Association

	Education
	$5,000

	
	Ohio Federation of Teachers
	Education
	$5,000

	
	Teamsters
	Labor Unions
	$5,000


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees. Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.
Top areas to Peter M. Sikora


	1
	Lawyers & Law Firms 
	$55,391
	
	

	2
	Labor Unions 
	$30,970
	
	

	3
	Banks
	  $3,970
	
	

	4
	Democratic Party
	  $2,625
	
	

	5
	Retired
	  $2,235
	
	


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees.

 Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.  

*Political party contributions include party & candidate committees,

 Party Clubs, Leadership PACs and employees.
.

Top political party & candidate committee contributions to Peter M. Sikora

	1
	Friends of Frank Russo
	$1,125

	2
	Quin-T Democrat Club
	    $500

	3
	Dimora Boosters Committee
	    $250

	
	Friends of Peter Lawson Jones
	    $250

	
	Friends of William D Mason
	    $250


Methodology

The database is based on the filings of candidates for the Ohio Supreme Court, available in computerized form from the Ohio Secretary of State. These filings were submitted electronically by the candidate committees to the Secretary of State and are available on-line at  http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/candidates.aspx.
The methodology for this study is based on The Follow the Money Handbook by Larry Makinson, Senior Fellow at the Sunlight Foundation.  

To identify the employers of contributors, the Ohio Citizen Action Education Fund used the following: 
1. Databases of architects, doctors, dentists, funeral directors, and certified public accountants registered to do business in Ohio from the Ohio Division of Administrative Services,
2. A database from the Ohio Supreme Court of attorneys in Ohio
3. A list of lobbyists in Ohio from the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee,
4. A list of contributors to political action committees in Ohio, 
5. Database of physicians provided by the American Medical Association,
6. Database of attorneys provided by Martindale-Hubble.
7. Search engines like Google. 

For each candidate the total amount in this campaign finance database includes the following: 

· Contributions received

· Contributions received at a social or fundraising event

· In-kind contributions received

· Contributions the candidate gave to his own campaign

The campaign finance profiles do not include Statement of Other Income, which includes interest, refunds, returns, and other non-contribution income.

Justice O’Connor’s campaign filed an amendment itemizing the $10,000 from Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP on October 15, 2008.  

The union contributions include only those from union political contributing entities.  The political party contributions include only political party and candidate committee and Leadership PAC donations.  Individual employee donations are included in the individual category.  In all other cases, organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees.  It should be noted that unidentified individual donors whose last name and street address match a known donor are identified with the known donor.  
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� Stratton also received $50 from a Cincinnati Insurance Companies employee on 12/24/2007.


� O’Connor also received $50 on 11/28/2007, $75 on 12/20/2007, and $800 on 7/15/2008 from Cincinnati Insurance Companies employees. 
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