	Contributions to Candidates for Ohio Attorney General 
from January 1, 2007 – August 31, 2008

By Catherine Turcer and Grant Holzen

Richard Cordray raised over $1.9 million since January 2007.  Demonstrating his fundraising powers, Cordray out-raised Republican opponent D. Michael Crites by a ratio of more than of 21 to 1 and independent candidate Robert M. Owens in excess of 95 to 1.   
Former Attorney General Marc Dann’s resignation in May created this open seat race.  Although no one could have predicted the fallout from the scandal, Richard Cordray was financially prepared for this opportunity.  Cordray, the Ohio State Treasurer, began fundraising almost immediately upon reaching state office.  Highlighting the power of incumbency, Cordray generated more than $138,556 in 2007.  Crites began fundraising on August 11, 2008 and Owens began fundraising on May 28, 2008.
 From January 1, 2007 to August 31, 2008, altogether the candidates for Ohio Attorney General raised $2,038,350. Richard Cordray raised $1,929,684; D. Michael Crites raised $88,561; and Robert M. Owens raised $20,140 within this time period.  Richard Cordray has already raised more than he did during his 1998 race for Attorney General ($1,145,544).  
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                 Totals include both monetary and in-kind contributions.



2008 Candidates for Ohio Attorney General
From January 1, 2007 to August 31, 2008, the candidates for Ohio Attorney General raised $2,038,350. 

Contributions raised from January 1, 2007 to August 31, 2008

	     Richard Cordray                               
	                   Democratic
	$1,929,648

	     D. Michael Crites                             
	                   Republican
	      $88,561

	     Robert M. Owens                            
	Independent
	      $20,140

	
	
	

	  Total Contributions
	
	$2,038,350


Includes all monetary and in-kind contributions
Political party money played a significant role in both major party candidates’ fundraising during this time period.  Cordray received 39% of his contributions ($743,995) from Democratic Party and candidate committees and Crites received 38% ($33,864) from Republican Party and candidate committees.  The independent did not receive any party support. 

The top economic sector for Corday during this time period was lawyers and law firms ($212,204). Crites’ top economic sector was the manufacturing industry ($21,870) and Owens’ top economic sector was real estate ($4,850).  

The average contribution from individual donors to the candidates for Attorney General was surprisingly high at $676.83. The average individual contribution for Cordray during this time period was $703.04; Crites $974.94; Owens $212. Richard Cordray received 38 contributions of $5,000 or more from individual donors.  In contrast, D. Michael Crites received 3 contributions of $5,000 and above.  Robert M. Owens received only 1 individual contribution of $5,000.
Richard Cordray received 10% of his total contributions from labor unions, $190,770. Neither of his opponents received any support from unions.  Robert M. Owens received contributions only from individual donors.
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Historical context for former Attorney General races 
	Election cycle
	Candidate
	Total contributions received

	1998
	Betty Montgomery-R (winner)

Richard Cordray-D 
	$2,303,534

$1,145,544

	2002
	Jim Petro-R (winner)

Leigh Herington-D
	$2,446,335    
    $603,901

	2006
	Marc Dann-D (winner)


Betty Montgomery-R
	$2,988,016
$4,919,606


Richard Cordray has already raised more ($1,929,648) than he did during the 1998 election cycle ($1,145,544).  Although recent history suggests that the winner does not need to raise more campaign cash than his/her opponent, it is necessary for a winning candidate to raise enough money to get his/her message out.  Although this is an open race, Cordray’s opponents have not yet raised adequate funds to wage a strong campaign.  With 7 media markets (Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleveland, Toledo, Dayton, Youngstown, Charleston, WV) reaching Ohioans, it is particularly expensive to run statewide and candidates generally need more than $1 million to be competitive.  
Top economic sectors for each candidate 

Top economic sectors for each candidate (excluding political parties)
	  Candidate
	Top Economic Sector
	Second Sector
	Third Sector

	  Richard Cordray
	Lawyers/Law Firms
$212,204
	Banks
$153,210
	Real Estate
$85,580

	  D. Michael Crites
	Manufacturing
   $21,870
	Lawyers/Law Firms
     $8,332
	Business Services
   $3,000

	  Robert M. Owens
	Real Estate
     $4,850
	Manufacturing
      $1,990
	Health Care
   $1,435


Totals include organizations, PAC’s and employee contributions. Contributions include both monetary and in-kind.
Average individual contributions from January 1, 2007 - August 31, 2008

	The average individual contribution to all the
	Candidate
	Contribution

	candidates for Attorney General during this period was $676.83
	Richard Cordray
(Democrat)
	$703.04

	
	D. Michael Crites                             (Republican)
	$974.94

	
	Robert M. Owens
(Independent)
	               $212

	
	
	

	
	Total Average
	$676.83



Overview of individual donors
	Candidate
	Number of contributions less than $200
	Total $ from smaller contributors
	Number of contributions $200 and over
	Total $ from larger contributors

	Richard Cordray    
	419
	$33,912
	788
	$814,656

	D. Michael Crites
	 17
	  $1,377
	  25
	  $39,570

	Robert M. Owens
	 77
	  $4,990
	  18
	  $15,150

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	513
	$40,279
	831
	$869,376


The candidates for Attorney General received a total of 1344 contributions, equaling $909,655 from individual givers. 
House Bill 1 of the Special Session in December 2004 raised contribution limits from $2,500 for individual donors to $10,000.  Section 3517.104 of this law requires consumer price adjustments, so the current campaign contribution limit for individuals is $10,670.  

Richard Cordray received 60 contributions from individuals of more than former limit ($2,500); 38 of $5,000 or more; and 20 contributions of $10,000 or more.   In contrast, D. Michael Crites received 3 contributions of $5,000 and above from individual donors and only 1 contribution above $10,000 from Jon Lindseth of Kindt-Collins.  Robert M. Owens received only 2 contributions above $2,500 and only 1 contribution of $5,000 from Paul Leithart, retired.

Contributions of $10,000 or more to Richard Cordray 

	Anthony Alexander 
	FirstEnergy
	$10,000
	
	Lindsey Kuty
	Sports Agent
	$10,000

	Joyce Browning
	Retired
	$10,000
	
	John McCoy
	Retired
	$10,000

	Steven Cassetty
	Advantage Real Estate
	$10,000
	
	Patrice Miller 
	Homemaker
	$10,000

	Lora Cassetty
	Advantage Real Estate
	$10,000
	
	William Napier
	United National Security
	$10,000

	Gaetano Cecchini
	Avanti Corp. 
	$10,000
	
	Georgia Ruch
	Acloche Staffing
	$10,000

	P. Victor Clark 
	P. Victor Clark, CPA
	$20,000
	
	Roberta Ruch 
	Acloche Staffing
	$10,000

	Andrew Clubok
	Kirkland & Ellis
	$10,000
	
	Susan Starr
	Retired
	$10,000

	Steven H.O. Fireman
	Stewart Title & Central Ohio Fair Housing
	$14,000

	
	Jacob Tepper
	Self-Employed
	$10,000

	Michael Glimcher
	Glimcher Realty Trust
	$10,500
	
	Coburn William 
	Wild Acres Ranch
	$10,670

	Helen Heiser 
	Retired
	$10,000
	
	Nancy Zirkin
	Leadership Conference on Civil Rights
	$10,000


Occasionally donors hedge their bets.  Douglas Borror of Dominion Homes, Inc. gave $2,500 to both major party candidates.   

Three banks were top donors to Richard Cordray: Key Bank ($52,450), Huntington Bank ($51,925) and National City Bank ($27,175).  These contributions were primarily from individual donors and highlight a pattern of orchestrated giving.  On 6/28/07, 18 Key Bank employees contributed to Cordray’s campaign; on 7/6/07, 27 employees donated; and on 8/11/08, 22 employees contributed.  On October 17, 2007, 107 Huntington Bank employees contributed to Cordray.  Most of these donations were accrued $250 at a time but they ranged from $50 to $2,000.  In June 2008, 24 employees of National City Bank donated a combined $8,425.
A little more than 12 percent of the individual contributors are not in the workforce.  There were 

95 contributions from homemakers and retired individuals, totaling $113,020.
	Candidates
	# Homemakers
	Contributions from homemakers
	# retired
	Contributions from Retired

	Richard Cordray
	13
	$16,200
	61
	$74,280

	D. Michael Crites 
	   0
	          $0
	10
	$15,950

	Robert  M. Owens 
	   2
	     $150
	  9
	   $6,440

	
	
	
	
	

	Total 
	15
	$16,350
	80
	$96,670


Together the candidates for Attorney General received more than 70% of their contributions ($1,442,939) from residents of Ohio’s major cities. More than half of Richard Cordray’s support came from the Columbus area.  Grove City is his hometown and, just prior to serving as the State Treasurer, Cordray served as the Franklin County Treasurer.   
	
	Akron
	Canton
	Cincinnati
	Cleveland
	Columbus
	Dayton
	Toledo
	Youngstown

	Cordray
	$80,310
	$23,546
	$71,060


	$199,659


	$997,533


	$3,225


	$3,650


	$2,925

	Crites
	$0
	$550
	$10,032
	$0
	$39,774
	$0
	$0
	       $0

	Owens
	$100
	$0
	$500
	$500


	$9,425


	$100


	$50
	       $0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	$80,410
	$24,096
	$81,592
	$200,159
	$1,046,732
	$3,325
	$3,700
	$2,925




Contributions from outside Ohio

	Most of the contributions to candidates for Attorney General were residents of Ohio.   
	Candidate
	Total  amount from outside Ohio

	Less than 10% of the combined contributions from all three 
	Corday    
	 $188,471

	candidates were from out of state residents.  
	Crites
	     $1,110

	Out of state contributions to Cordray were 9.7%; Crites 1.3%
	Owens
	         $700

	and Owens 3.5%.
	
	

	
	Total
	 $190,281


Richard Cordray







Candidate for Ohio Attorney General 

Democratic / Open seat

$ 1,929,648 (Contributions raised from 1/1/07- 8/31/08)
Top organizational contributors to Richard Cordray

	1
	  Ohio Democratic Party
	  Ideological 
	$696,494

	2
	  Key Bank
	  Banks
	  $52,450

	3
	  Huntington Bank
	  Banks
	  $51,925

	4
	  National City Bank
	  Banks
	  $27,175

	5
	  Kirkland & Ellis
	  Lawyers & Law Firms 
	  $26,825

	6
	  FirstEnergy
	  Electric Utility 
	  $25,000

	
	  Summit County Democratic Party
	  Ideological 
	  $25,000

	7
	  SEIU District 1199
	  Labor Union 
	  $21,390

	8
	  SEIU Local 6434
	  Labor Union 
	  $21,340

	9
	  Acloche Staffing
	  Business Services 
	  $20,000

	
	  Advantage Real Estate 
	  Real Estate
	  $20,000

	
	  P. Victor Clark, CPA
	  Accountants
	  $20,000

	
	  Tucker, Ellis & West
	  Lawyers & Law Firms
	  $20,000


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees. Totals include monetary and in-kind contribution.

Top areas to Richard Cordray


	1
	Democratic Party*
	$746,764
	Average individual contribution                = $703.04

	2
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	$212,204
	Number of contributions $200 and over = 788

	3
	Labor Unions
	$196,870
	Number of Contributions under $200      = 419

	4
	Banks
	$153,210
	

	5
	Real Estate
	  $85,580
	

	6
	Retired
	  $74,280
	

	7
	Business Services
	  $48,205
	

	8
	Energy & Natural Resources
	  $37,900
	

	9
	Communications & Electronics
	  $35,470
	

	10
	Construction
	  $32,500
	

	11
	Health Care
	  $25,738
	


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees.

 Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.

*Political party contributions include party & candidate committees,

 Leadership PACs and employees.
Top 3 political party & candidate committee contributions to Richard Cordray
	1
	Ohio Democratic Party
	$696,494

	2
	Summit County Democratic Party
	  $25,000

	3
	21st Century Democrats
	  $10,000


D. Michael Crites






Candidate for Ohio Attorney General 

Republican / Open seat


$ 88,561 (Contributions raised from 1/1/07- 8/31/08)
Top organizational contributors to D. Michael Crites

	1
	  Ohio Republican Party
	  Ideological 
	$32,839

	2
	  Kindt-Collins Co
	  Manufacturing 
	$10,670

	3
	  RPM Manufacturing in America
	  Manufacturing
	  $5,000

	
	  Timken Company
	  Manufacturing
	  $5,000

	4
	  Dominion Homes
	  Real Estate
	  $2,500

	5
	  Cintas
	  Uniform Service 
	  $2,000

	
	  Frost Brown Todd LLC
	  Lawyers & Law Firms 
	  $2,000


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees. Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.

Top areas to D. Michael Crites


	1
	Republican Party*
	$33,964
	Average individual contribution                 = $974.94

	2
	Manufacturing 
	$21,870
	Number of contributions $200 and over  =  25    

	3
	Retired 
	$15,950
	Number of contributions under $200       =  17

	4
	Lawyers & Law Firms
	  $8,332
	

	5
	Business Services
	  $3,000
	

	6
	Real Estate
	  $2,500
	

	7
	Insurance
	  $2,000
	


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees.

 Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.  

*Political party contributions include party & candidate committees,

 Leadership PACs and employees.
Top 3 political party & candidate committee contributions to D. Michael Crites
	1
	Ohio Republican Party
	$32,839

	2
	Ohio’s Future/Rob Portman’s Leadership PAC
	  $1,000

	3
	Cissell for Probate Judge Committee
	     $125


Robert M. Owens







Candidate for Ohio Attorney General 

Independent / Open seat
$ 20,140 (Contributions raised from 1/1/07- 8/31/08)
Top organizational contributors to Robert M. Owens

	1
	  Homelife Companies Incorporated
	  Real Estate/ Health Care Management  
	$4,000

	2
	  National Metal Shapes
	  Manufacturing 
	$1,000

	3
	  Columbus Board of Realtors
	  Real Estate
	   $600

	4
	  Sharon Hospital
	  Health Care 
	   $500


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees. Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.
Top areas to Robert M. Owens


	1
	Retired
	$6,440
	Average individual contribution               = $212

	2
	Real Estate
	$4,850
	Number of contributions $200 and over = 18

	3
	Manufacturing
	$1,990
	Number of contributions under $200      = 77

	4
	Health Care 
	$1,435
	


Organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees.

 Totals include monetary and in-kind contributions.

The Candidate received no contributions from political party or candidate committees.

Recommendations

Return the campaign contribution limits from individual donors and political action committees and political contributing entities (PACs and PCEs) to $2,500 per election cycle.  
The current limit of $10,670 per election cycle unfairly benefits incumbent officeholders.  $2,500 is a fairly high limit. So far, Richard Cordray received 23 contributions from individual donors of $2,500, the former limit; Crites received 2 and Owens 0.  Richard Cordray received 60 contributions from individuals of more than the former limit of $2,500; 38 of $5,000 or more; and 20 contributions of $10,000 or more.  In contrast, D. Michael Crites received 3 contributions of $5,000 and above from individual donors and only 1 contribution above $10,000.  Owens received only 2 contributions above the former limit and only 1 contribution of $5,000.  Cordray received 32 contributions from PACs/PCEs above the former limit of $2,500 and Crites received 2 contributions from PACs greater than $2,500.
It should also be noted that the current federal limit for individuals to federal candidates is $2,300 per election.  The limit for PACs to federal candidates is $5,000 per year.  Larger contribution limits encourage candidates to focus heavily on major donors.  The average contribution from individual donors to the candidates for Attorney General was surprisingly high at $676.83. The average individual contribution for Cordray during this time period was $703.04; Crites $974.94; Owens $212.
Encourage candidates to better publicize the $50 tax credit for individual donors who give to candidates.   
The tax credit is an important tool for encouraging political participation.  Ohioans are more likely to feel invested in the process if they “buy in.” It is very likely that small donors and large donors have different agendas.  Increasing the number of small donors could help diversify the voices heard by officeholders.  Initial results of the Campaign Finance Institute’s multi-year research project to examine donor behavior suggest that smaller donors may be more likely to be asked to volunteer than major donors.  Richard Hasen of Loyola Law School Los Angeles suggested in the political science journal, The Forum, that small donors and Internet fundraising  is “a hopeful sign for egalitarians as the United States appears to enter the more deregulated environment for campaign finance created by the Supreme Court . “ The Campaign Finance Institute recently examined the motivation of donors in seven states, including Ohio (W. Joe, et al, 2008).  Not surprisingly, this survey found that small donors, whether liberal or conservative, were more likely to be giving because of general issues of concern while large donors were more likely to mention their own business or industry.  This survey also found small donors were 50/50 in gender, while about 75% of large donors were male.  Small donors not surprisingly were much less wealthy than the major donors.  The tax credit can also be a meaningful fundraising tool for challengers.  In 2006, Robert Boatwright (Clark University), Donald Green (Yale University) and Michael Malbin (State University of New York- Albany) released an examination of the result of advertising the tax credit in the State of Ohio.  These researchers used a nonpartisan direct mailing to encourage Ohio voters to contribute money to political candidates.  The mailing highlighted Ohio’s tax credit of up to $50 to any citizen who contributes to state candidates.  The mailing produced a modest increase in the number of Ohioans who filed for the tax credit.  
Of the 1,207 contributions Cordray received from individual donors, only 187 were $50 or less.  Crites received 7 contributions of $50 or less out of 42 contributions from individuals; Owens 43 out of 94.  Each of the candidates included information about the tax credit on his website.  Cordray includes tax credit information with disclaimer information on his website as a footnote (https://donate.cordrayforohio.com/page/contribute/contribute).  Crites prominently displays tax credit information on his donor page (http://www.critesforohio.com/contribute).  Owens displays this information in bright red (http://owens2008.com/donage/).  
Methodology

The database is based on the filings of candidates for the Ohio Attorney General, available in computerized form from the Ohio Secretary of State. These filings were submitted electronically by the candidate committees to the Secretary of State and are available on-line at http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/candidates.aspx.


To identify the employers of contributors, the Ohio Citizen Action Education Fund used the following: 
1. Databases of architects, doctors, dentists, funeral directors, and certified public accountants registered to do business in Ohio from the Ohio Division of Administrative Services,
2. A database from the Ohio Supreme Court of attorneys in Ohio
3. A list of lobbyists in Ohio from the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee,
4. A list of contributors to political action committees in Ohio, 
5. Database of physicians provided by the American Medical Association,
6. Database of attorneys provided by Martindale-Hubble.
7. Search engines like Google. 

For each candidate the total amount in this campaign finance database includes the following: 

· Contributions received

· Contributions received at a social or fundraising event

· In-kind contributions received

· Contributions the candidate gave to his own campaign

The campaign finance profiles do not include Statement of Other Income, which includes interest, refunds, returns, and other non-contribution income.
1% of the money in this study was unidentified.
Contribution allocation charts (p.2 – 3) separate contribution types.  The union contributions include only those from union political contributing entities.  The political party contributions include only political party and candidate committee and Leadership PAC donations.  Individual employee donations are included in the individual category.  In all other cases, organizational totals include PACs/PCEs and employees.
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