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March 2, 2010
Testimony on House Joint Resolution 15

By Catherine Turcer, 

Before the Ohio House Elections and Ethics Committee 

My name is Catherine Turcer and I am the director of Ohio Citizen Action’s Money in Politics Project.  Founded in 1975, Ohio Citizen Action has 80,000 members and has long supported reforming the current system of redistricting.  The process for drawing legislative district boundaries in Ohio allows the party in control of reapportionment, Republicans or Democrats, to draw those lines in ways that protect its incumbent officeholders and advance its own interests.  Partisan redistricting in Ohio has negative consequences, including over-representation of the dominant party in the legislature, uncompetitive legislative elections, and greater polarization in state government. 
In Whatever’s Fair Vern Riffe summed up redistricting this way—

“It wasn’t fun drawing the districts and moving them through the courts, but it was all worth it when the results of the 1972 election were counted.  We won the majority in the House 58-41, an increase of 13 seats for the Democrats.  That’s the power of the pencil.”  

It should be noted that although the Democrats increased their share of the Ohio House popular vote by only one percent between 1970 and 1972, they increased the number of seats in the Ohio House from 45 to 58.

Voters don’t deserve to be manipulated and it’s time to end “winner-take-all” redistricting.  It is time to establish fair redistricting in Ohio.  House Joint Resolution 15 moves redistricting out of the backroom and into the hands of the public.  This resolution asks Ohioans to do more than simply vote or testify, it encourages Ohioans to be true participants in redistricting.  This redistricting competition is a challenge that will lead to better districting and a more engaged public.  

The strength of House Joint Resolution 15 is that it identifies problems with the status quo and attempts to directly address these problems.  HJR 15 calls for representational fairness, more competitive districting and compactness. 

As you know, one of the most pointed criticisms of the status quo is that one political party or the other controls the Reapportionment Board.  HJR 15 would be greatly strengthened if it addressed the composition of this Board. I urge this committee to consider creating a bipartisan or nonpartisan redistricting commission that has some limited discretion to oversee the process and insure that the selected plan is sound.  

Change is clearly needed. The problems with the current system are well defined. House Joint Resolution 15 presents an opportunity to move forward.  I strongly urge this committee to take the time to discuss this proposal in depth and weigh and debate proposed reform options.   The time for redistricting reform is now. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important issue.  I urge the Committee to act on this resolution and present the voters with an opportunity to select a better way of drawing districts. 
