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May 11, 2010
Testimony on Senate Bill 240 

By Catherine Turcer,
Before the Ohio Senate State and Local Government and Veteran Affairs Committee  
 

My name is Catherine Turcer and I am the director of Ohio Citizen Action’s Money in Politics Project.  Founded in 1975, Ohio Citizen Action has 80,000 members.  The Money in Politics Project has been producing studies examining campaign contributions since 1994 and I am the co-author of a number of different reports including 2008 Contributions to Candidates for Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court.  I am here today to urge you to pass Senate Bill 240.  SB 240 is a response to the U.S. Supreme Court’s January decision Citizens United v. Federal Elections Commission.                                                                                                                                                                                                                Voters have the right to know who is funding political advertisements.  Disclosure allows the press and the public to "follow the money."  Senate Bill 240 provides for disclosure of contributions to corporate independent expenditures and this information will help Ohioans better understand the political landscape. This basic information will help voters consider the source of election information.  

Access to this contribution information available on the Internet could be supplemented.  By amending SB 240, you could make disclosure more immediate and accessible to voters.  SB 240 could require listing the top donors to an organization that purchases campaign-related TV advertising on the screen at the end of the message or political ad.  For example, the Disclose Act ( H.R. 5175), also written in response to Citizens United v. FEC would require that the top five donors appear at the end of political ads.  This type of immediate disclosure would help mitigate voter confusion.  In this new environment, trade groups or associated businesses could band together to engage in independent expenditures by giving to a nonprofit.  This nonprofit could and would likely have a very innocuous name.  For example, the Ohio Chamber of Commerce’s former affiliate Citizens for a Strong Ohio and current affiliate the Partnership for Ohio’s Future have been active in Ohio Supreme Court elections.   
I urge you to pass Senate Bill 240.  Disclosure of corporate activities in Ohio elections needs to be a priority and in place before the November election.  Thank you for this opportunity to talk about the importance of disclosure.
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