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Dear Editor,
The Plain Dealer’s October 6 editorial highlights the possibility of county level campaign finance reform. After the election this fall is sorted out, it will be time to turn our attention to the role of money in politics in Cuyahoga County government. Here are some campaign finance facts that voters in Cuyahoga County may not be aware of:  1) there are no limits on campaign contributions to candidates for county level office, 2) employees are permitted to contribute to their bosses, reinforcing patronage, 3)  “pay-to-play” limits only effect those with unbid contracts and are hard to enforce, and 4) campaign contribution information for candidates for county office and public officials are not available online, which is the very definition of transparency in this day and age.  On top of these inadequacies, Cuyahoga County has no disclosure requirements for those lobbying county officials so that we do not have a clear picture of who is attempting to impact county policies or contracting.  If Issue 6 passes, it should be the first priority of voters and this new charter government to get at the roots of corruption by creating reasonable contribution limits and a much more open and transparent system. 
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