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M E M O R A N D U M

October 20, 2008

Following the money -- the easiest example ever: 
Congressional candidate Steve Stivers

Catherine Turcer, Director

Money in Politics Project, Ohio Citizen Action

Sometimes political puzzles are easy to solve: In Ohio Congressional District 15, 1,689 potential voters have sent messages to candidate Steve Stivers asking him to tell them his position on mountaintop removal coal mining.  

Stivers has replied to none of them and won’t even acknowledge receiving them.  Why?

Background

With incumbent Congresswoman Deborah Pryce leaving office, the open seat race in Ohio’s 15th Congressional District has become one of the top races in the country. Franklin County Commissioner Mary Jo Kilroy is running against State Senator Steve Stivers.

At the beginning of the summer, District 15 residents began writing to both major party congressional candidates asking them to pledge, if elected, to co-sponsor the Clean Water Protection Act, H.R. 2169, an effective ban on mountaintop removal coal mining. 

On July 28, Commissioner Kilroy replied, pledging to support this ban. 

With State Senator Stivers, it was different. 
· May 30: Ohio Citizen Action Executive Director Sandy Buchanan wrote him about the issue, including substantial background information. No reply. 

· Jun: Ohio Citizen Action intern Kaitlyn Grigsby called Sen. Stivers office twice to follow up. No reply.

· Jun – Oct: 1,689 district residents wrote him. No reply.

· Sep 16: Ohio Citizen Action canvasser Zach DePompei asked Sen. Stivers about the issue after a debate, and he said he did not know about any of the letters and messages he’d received. No follow-up by Sen. Stivers.

· Sep 19: Ohio Citizen Action Organizing Director Paul Ryder sent a letter with accompanying background on the issue to Sen. Stivers. No reply. Two follow-up phone calls to Stivers’ press secretary Rob Nichols: The first time, he said he’d check and get right back, but didn’t. The second call Nichols did not return.

1,689 potential voters are a lot to ignore. The 2006 race in this district was settled by only 1,162 voters.
Partisanship can’t explain Stivers’ behavior. On September 15, Sen. Stivers party leader, John McCain, said he would eliminate mountaintop removal coal mining if elected president. Last week, Richard Stobbs, Republican candidate for Congress from Ohio's 6th District – in the heart of coal country -- wrote Ohio Citizen Action to say that he supports 'ending mountaintop removal and would support appropriate legislation.' There is a new bipartisan consensus developing that this mining method must be stopped. 
Time to “follow the money”
When a public official’s actions don’t seem to make sense, we look at campaign finance reports. We expected to find the top of the contributor list crowded with financial sector firms, given Sen. Stivers’ years as a Bank One lobbyist. We were wrong.

According to the Federal Elections Commission, by far the biggest contributor to Steve Stivers’ 2008 campaign thus far has been American Electric Power, 
AEP and connecting the dots

American Electric Power topped the list with $40,850, aggregating the contributions from AEP’s Political Action Committee and individual executives. Limited Brands came in a distant second with $25,300, and Huntington Bancshares came in third at $19,200.
According to Appalachian Voices, American Electric Power buys mountaintop removal coal to power its coal plants.

Case closed?
Compete list of AEP contributions to State Senator Steve Stivers so far in the 2008 Congressional District 15 race 

Political Action Committee contributions

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER COMMITTEE FOR RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT 
12/05/2007 $1000.00  

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER COMMITTEE FOR RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT 
02/04/2008 $1900.00  

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER COMMITTEE FOR RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT 
04/08/2008 $2000.00 

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER COMMITTEE FOR RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT 
06/03/2008 $3000.00

Individual contributions

AKINS, NICHOLAS, DUBLIN OH 43016 03/06/2008 $1500.00 

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/EXECUTIVE

BUONAIUTO, JOSEPH, POWELL OH 43065 03/17/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/SENIOR VIC

ENGLISH, CARL, NEW ALBANY OH 43054 03/03/2008 $1800.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/COO

ENGLISH, CARL, NEW ALBANY OH 43054 02/29/2008 $500.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/COO

FRAZIER, KENNETH, WESTERVILLE OH 43082 03/24/2008 $500.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

HAMROCK JR, JOSEPH,WESTERVILLE OH 43081 03/04/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/PRESIDENT

HARPER JR, JOHN, NEW ALBANY OH 43054 03/03/2008 $1500.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

HAYNES, STEPHAN, COLUMBUS OH 43221 03/17/2008 $500.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

HEYDLAUFF, DALE, COLUMBUS OH 43220 02/13/2008 $1500.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

HEYECK, MICHAEL, WESTERVILLE OH 43081 03/04/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/SENIOR VIC

KAVANAGH, ANTHONY, ARLINGTON VA 22206 02/07/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

KEANE, JOHN, COLUMBUS OH 43206 06/30/2008 $250.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/SENIOR VIC

KEANE, JOHN, COLUMBUS OH 43206 03/03/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/SENIOR VIC

KOEPPEL, HOLLY, COLUMBUS OH 43221 02/29/2008 $2300.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/CFO

MCMANUS, JOHN, COLUMBUS OH 4321203/24/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

MILLER, D MICHAEL GAHANNA OH 43230 02/29/2008 $2300.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/DEPUTY GEN

MILLS, MARGUERITE, POWELL  OH 43065 03/31/2008 $500.00 

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

MORRIS, MICHAEL, NORTHVILLE MI 48167 02/21/2008 $2300.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/PRESIDENT

MUELLER, RICHARD, HILLIARD OH 43026 03/04/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

MUNCZINSKI, RICHARD, NEW ALBANY OH 43054 03/06/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/SENIOR VIC

POWERS, ROBERT, POWELL OH 43065 04/01/2008 $1500.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/PRESIDENT

RADOUS, BARBARA, GAHANNA OH 43230 03/24/2008 $500.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

SLOAT, JULIE, COLUMBUS OH 43214 03/17/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

SMITH, SCOTT, WESTERVILLE OH 43082 03/03/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

SMITH, STEPHEN, NEW ALBANY OH 43054 03/17/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/SENIOR VIC

TIERNEY, BRIAN, COLUMBUS OH 43212 03/17/2008 $1500.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/EXECUTIVE

TUCHOW, GENEVIEVE, HILLIARD OH 43026 03/24/2008 $500.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/VICE PRESI

WELCH, DENNIS, NEW ALBANY OH 43054 03/03/2008 $1000.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/EXECUTIVE

ZEBULA, CHARLES, DUBLIN OH 43017 03/04/2008 $1500.00

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/SENIOR VIC

Sources: 
Federal Elections Commission (http://query.nictusa.com/cgi-bin/can_detail/H8OH15076/)

Open Secrets (http://www.opensecrets.org/races/contrib.php?cycle=2008&id=OH15)

I Love Mountains (http://www.ilovemountains.org/)
