February 17, 2005

Mr. John Drosdick, CEO 

Sunoco, Inc. 
Ten Penn Center
1801 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Fax: 215-977-3409 

Dear Mr. Drosdick:


I’m writing to ensure that you are aware of ongoing Sunoco actions involving the community around Sunoco’s Toledo refinery.  Sunoco is a CERES member and advertises its commitment to the CERES principles, yet actions by Sunoco’s counsel appear to conflict with those principles.

I am referring specifically to Sunoco’s efforts to require Ohio Citizen Action to disclose personal medical information provided to Citizen Action, in confidence, by people living near Sunoco’s Toledo refinery.  The medical information was provided in response to a survey conducted by Citizen Action and was given with the understanding that such information would be kept confidential.  Citizen Action is not a party to the lawsuit in which Sunoco seeks discovery of this medical information.  Further, Citizen Action has offered to provide Sunoco with the cumulative data resulting from such survey and with the specific survey forms with identifying information (such as names and street address) deleted.  Sunoco, however, is apparently insisting that Citizen Action turn over the personal identifying information, which has put Citizen Action in the untenable position of revealing information entrusted to Citizen Action as confidential by a community it has worked with for years, or violating a court order.

The CERES principles call for an ongoing dialogue with persons in communities near members’ facilities.  They also call upon CERES members to commit to minimizing environmental and health risks in the communities in which they operate. Citizen Action and the community surrounding the Toledo refinery were apparently beginning a dialogue with Sunoco, with Ann Greene acting as a facilitator.  Sunoco’s recent actions, however, make open and honest communication difficult.  Further, it is hard to see how Sunoco can effectively minimize health risks from its refinery if the community is afraid to talk about its health concerns with groups like Ohio Citizen Action, which are trying to bring such concerns to Sunoco’s attention.

In light of Sunoco’s CERES membership and the harm its current legal position is doing to its image in the community, we believe Sunoco should accept Citizen Action’s offer to provide its health survey information without information that would allow individuals to be identified.  Such a compromise would be a first step in demonstrating to the community that Sunoco is serious about the CERES principles and about being a good neighbor.






Sincerely,







Eric Schaeffer
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