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702 H Street, NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20001

Tel: 202-462-1177  (  Fax: 202-462-4507

1-800-326-0959  (  www.greenpeaceusa.org


January 26,2005

John Drosdick,CEO

Sunoco, Inc. 

Ten Penn Center 

1801 Market Street,

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr. Drosdick,

We are writing to urge Sunoco to withdraw its demand for the individual health information of its neighbors in Toledo, Ohio.  Sunoco has subpoenaed the health questionnaires collected by volunteers from a citizens organization, Ohio Citizen Action, in August 2004.  The subpoena is part of a lawsuit in which Ohio Citizen Action is only a third party. 

Ohio Citizen Action has already given your attorneys the aggregate health data, along with the names of the streets where the surveys were conducted.  They have offered to ask each individual whether they choose to release their own health information.  Ohio Citizen Action has also offered to give Sunoco the individual surveys with the names and addresses redacted. Sunoco’s attorney claims that they need individual health data to make their case in defense of a class action lawsuit that has been filed against them.  If this is so, Sunoco can conduct its own health survey.

Personal medical information is considered private in this country. For example, Greenpeace is currently collecting samples of human hair for laboratory testing of mercury exposure.  According to the Centers for Disease Control's Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, hair testing is a reliable indicator of exposure to mercury.  Large-scale industrial polluters -- coal burning power plants and chlor-alkali petro-chemical plants are the largest US sources of mercury pollution.  Greenpeace assures all participants who submit a hair sample that the laboratory will not share their test results with anyone, including Greenpeace, without their permission.

We do not understand why Sunoco wants to violate the privacy of its neighbors.  Sunoco would be better served to spend its resources cleaning up and modernizing the Toledo Refinery, which has had a series of accidents and releases of dangerous pollutants over the past several years. 

Ohio Citizen Action and the participants in their health survey were performing a valuable public health service.  This unseemly demand for personal information by Sunoco is not only unethical but could easily be used by Sunoco to intimidate survey participants.

We strongly urge Sunoco to abandon such unreasonable demands upon Ohio Citizen Action and the privacy of their survey participants.

We look forward to your response in writing at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

Rick Hind

Legislative Director

Greenpeace Toxics Campaign

(202) 319-2445

rick.hind@wdc.greenpeace.org
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