IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
LUCAS COUNTY, OHIO

JOHN CLARKE, et al., : Case No. CI02004402472
Plaintiffs : Hon. Ruth Franks
:
-vs-
:
:
SUNOCO, INC. (R & M), :
Defendant :
:
:
:

AFFIDAVIT OF PAUL RYDER IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR STAY PENDING ANTICIPATED APPEAL, RECONSIDERATION, etc.


STATE OF OHIO
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LUCAS COUNTY, OHIO
 

State of Ohio 
County of Cuyahoga 


BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary, ___________________________________________________  [name of Notary before whom affidavit is sworn], on this _________________  [day of month] day of _________________  [month], 20____, personally appeared ___________________________________________________  [name of affiant], known to me to be a credible person and of lawful age, who being by me first duly sworn, on ________  [his or her] oath, deposes and says:

1. My name is Paul Ryder. I reside at 15810 Van Aken Boulevard, Suite 305, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120.    I am employed by Ohio Citizen Action as its statewide Organizing Director.   I have been employed by Ohio Citizen Action since 1977, except for the years 1983 – 1987, when I was employed as Executive Assistant for Policy to the Governor of Ohio.

2.  On August 14, 2004, I participated with 39 others in an informal door-to-door health survey of neighbors of Sunoco’s refinery in Oregon Ohio.  
3. I spoke with dozens of area residents that day, and promised each that their responses would be kept strictly confidential.   Some were willing to discuss Sunoco’s pollution and their health problems with me; some were not.  Most of those who declined to speak to me would not say why.   One did.    

4. A man in his mid-thirties came to the door, obviously in poor health.  His skin had a sickly pallor, and he was sweating though it was not a warm day.  His breathing was labored and his house was dark inside.  Despite my assurances of confidentiality, he said he couldn’t talk to me about Sunoco.  He said, “I’m on disability and I couldn’t survive without it.”  I told him I understood his situation, thanked him for his time, and went to the next door.

5. I said I understood his situation because there is only one conclusion that can be drawn from what I saw and heard:  The man had reason to believe that if he spoke to me honestly about Sunoco and his health, and if the company found out, it would retaliate against him.   


__________________________________  
[signature of affiant] 

Paul Ryder.   
[typed name of affiant] 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this _________________  [day of month] day of _________________  [month], 20____. 

  [Notary Seal:]


__________________________________  
[signature of Notary]      
            
__________________________________  
[typed name of Notary]

        NOTARY PUBLIC

        My commission expires: ________________, 20____. 
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