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Rohm and Haas Completes Preliminary Investigation:

Hydrogen Sulfide From Sewer Line Believed to be Source

Reading, OH, February 24, 2006 — The special team examining the incident relating to the death of a Rohm and Haas employee and the hospitalization of another employee, has concluded its preliminary investigation of the incident.  They determined that hydrogen sulfide gas, from an unrelated process in an adjacent building, migrated through a common sewer connection to the area where the two men were working.

The mechanics were repairing a steam ejector on a kettle when the incident occurred February 15, 2006. William Junior Cromer, 53, of Fayetteville, OH, died on Saturday.  Co-worker Richard Clark, 55, of Aurora, IN, was hospitalized, but is now recovering at home.  Two other rescuers were sent to the hospital, treated and released the same day.  As a precaution, several other members of the plant emergency response team were evaluated at the hospital and released.

The investigation team determined hydrogen sulfide formed when trace amounts of a raw material used in a process in an adjacent building were heated by that system.  Normally, the very small amounts that process might generate would be absorbed in the environmental control equipment or vented out of the sewer vent.  The sewer vent was found to be plugged by hardened material from the process preventing normal escape of the vapor.  

Hydrogen sulfide is commonly known as sewer gas and is frequently found in sewers.  In very small concentrations, it produces a rotten-egg odor and is harmless.  In very large concentrations, it can be lethal.

The team believes the hydrogen sulfide migrated through a common sewer connection between the process sewer systems because the sewer vent pipe was clogged. This sewer venting is similar to the vent stack on a household sink; if the vent plugs, vapor and odors would back up into the sink.  In this case, vapors from the unrelated system backed up through the pipe to the area where Mr. Cromer and Mr. Clark were working.  When they opened the steam ejector, they unknowingly exposed themselves to the hydrogen sulfide vapor.

- more -

The investigation team ruled out the possibility the gas came directly from the kettle process connected to the steam ejector on which Mr. Clark and Mr. Cromer were working.  That system had been shut down and isolated.  Subsequent tests showed no hydrogen sulfide in that process.  

A more detailed report will be completed in the next 4-6 weeks.  An investigative team report will be made public.

The plant owes a special debt of gratitude to the members of the plant’s emergency response team and members of the Reading Fire Department for their quick and professional response.

The Rohm and Haas Cincinnati facility, which employs 109 people, produces specialty chemicals used to manufacture PVC pipe, vinyl siding and windows, decking, plastic bottles and credit cards.
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