DECLARATION OF ALEXANDRA BUCHANAN

I, Alexandra Buchanan hereby certify as follows:

1.
I am the Executive Director of Ohio Citizen Action ("Citizen Action").

2.
Citizen Action is a non-profit public interest group, exempt from federal income tax as a social welfare organization and properly registered with the State of Ohio as a "charitable organization."  Citizen Action has for many years canvassed throughout Ohio for the purpose of disseminating information on matters of public importance to the State's citizens, building political support for various legislative proposals and policies, obtaining signatures and memberships, and raising funds to further its informational and public-interest purposes.  We typically canvass each municipality twice per year, spaced roughly six months apart.  

3.
Citizen Action successfully canvassed in Marion for several years before 1999, canvassing until 9:00 p.m. with the knowledge and apparent approval of the Marion.  We used an informal procedure of writing a request letter to the City, then delivering to the Police Department a list of canvassers before beginning to canvass.  No registration was requested by Marion.

4.
Citizen Action has canvassed door-to-door in municipalities statewide for more than twenty years.  Citizen Action canvassers are broadly and warmly received by citizens between the hours of 4:00 and 9:00 p.m.  Over half of residents contacted give us their signature or some other form of support, and less than five percent express disagreement.  The hours of 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. are our standard hours of canvassing in every community.  In fact, we find that the most favorable response is between the hours of 6:00 and 9:00 p.m. 

5.
Citizen Action has tested some alternatives to door-to-door canvassing and none of them pay their own way.  We have studied this subject, and have found, for example, that we are able to establish a positive relationship with a much higher percentage of our canvassing contacts than would be expected from direct mail solicitation.  Consequently, if Citizen Action were limited to those alternatives, it would cease to exist as a broadly-based grassroots organization.

6.
The door-to-door canvass is essential to our purpose and our existence.  In our experience, no other means of communication with citizens is capable of generating the kind and level of political support generated by door-to-door canvassing.  

7.
In turn, for canvassing to be effective, it must be permitted until 9:00 p.m.  The reason is simply that prior to 7:00 p.m. too few citizens are home.  With a 5:00 p.m. limit, Citizen Action is not able to canvass successfully.  I understand that Marion is concerned that some citizens will be disturbed if canvassing is permitted until 9:00 p.m. in the evening.  However, our canvassing experience in Marion showed that the overwhelming majority of Marion residents, like residents of other cities, warmly received our canvassers until 9:00 p.m.  

8.
In 1999, Marion enforced a 7:00 p.m. curfew and imposed a registration fee of $7.50 per canvasser.  Citizen Action did not canvass in Marion again, because of the 7:00 p.m. restriction and registration fees.

9.        Today, it is important that Citizen Action be permitted to immediately canvass Marion without these restrictions for various reasons.  Citizen Action has been working with the residents of Marion to address contamination at the River Valley Schools, which was discovered due to a leukemia cluster among graduates of the school. This issue is of interest to the people of Central Ohio, but is most important to the people in and near Marion.  

10.     In order to carry out an effective outreach campaign, Ohio Citizen Action must have the ability to contact in person residents, businesses, and political leaders in Marion regarding the relocation of the students and clean-up of the campus.  This situation is particularly urgent because children are still attending school at the campus where contamination has been found.

11.    Because Marion’s ordinance has prevented Citizen Action from being able to carry out its door-to-door canvassing activities, Ohio Citizen Action has been hampered in its ability to carry out an effective campaign to protect residents of Marion from chemical contamination.  The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency’s involvement in the site has been highly controversial, and public pressure is needed to insure the health and safety of the students and community.

12.
The information in the preceding paragraphs is from my personal knowledge, Exhibits B and C (attached to the complaint) are authentic copies of the letters that are kept by Ohio Citizen Action in the ordinary course of business.

I certify that the foregoing statements made by me are true.  I am aware that if any of the foregoing statements made by me are willfully false, I am subject to punishment.

Dated: _________________



______________________

Alexandra Buchanan
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