Public Hearing Recap: Mittal Steel and Our Health
One hundred Cleveland area neighbors gathered on November 14, 2007 at Cuyahoga Community College to hear testimony on pollution problems from Mittal Steel and speak their mind on the topic.  To view the entire transcript of the event visit www.ohiocitizen.org and click on the Arcelor-Mittal Steel link.  If you want a copy mailed to you call Liz Ilg, Ohio Citizen Action at (216) 861-5200.  
Excerpts from the November 14, 2007 public hearing:

Neighbors of Mittal Steel testify

Beatty DiNovi, Tremont Resident:
“I grew up in Ohio, and I moved back to Ohio about a year and-a-half ago from Boston, Massachusetts.  I chose Tremont due to the culture and the restaurants and the neighborhood feel that it had.  I looked at our house that we bought several times and never experienced the pollution until really the first day we moved in.  Since then it's been pretty much a daily occurrence.  I would say four or five times out of the week when I leave my front door I’m blasted with the sulfur, rotten egg smell.  It's really disheartening, eye opening, and irritating, so much so, that I very rarely open my windows.   I also have an eighteen month old and a nine day old at home, which while I'm concerned about my own health, these stories, Dr. Fagan’s stats, really just fill me with a lot of fear for them.”  

Ina Roth, Old Brooklyn Resident:
“I have white siding on my house.  When I have to wash it down the water runs down like black gravy.  If it's in our houses it's in our lungs.  I can wash my house down but what can I do about my lungs?”  

Fine Particle Pollution and Our Health

Dr. Kathleen Fagan, CASE Western Reserve University Swetland Environmental Health Center: 
“We have, within five miles, almost 400,000 people living near the steel mill.  We have about 50% of Cleveland schools within five miles.  This is a big problem.  

When fine particles get into the air, we know that they cause a lot of acute health effects.  They cause irritation to the eyes and nose and throat.  They cause cough, shortness of breath.  We also know from thousands of studies worldwide that they will increase asthma attacks.  They will cause admissions to the hospital and emergency room visits for emphysema, chronic bronchitis, and asthma.  They also increase death rates.  

The other thing we think these small particulates do is cause lung cancer.  Some of the most recent research shows that these increased particulates are associated with increases in infant mortality rates, low birth weights, and premature births.  So they affect babies before they're born.  

We know that young kids and the elderly are vulnerable.  We know that people with lung diseases and heart diseases are vulnerable.  I also want to look at the whole population in that neighborhood and say to you that all of them are vulnerable because they're all living in a high pollution area for all kinds of reasons, not just Mittal Steel.  There’s a lot of other industry in that area, too, and high traffic highways.  They're getting pollution from all angles and all sides.  So we should do even more to bring those levels even farther down for those neighbors because all of them are vulnerable.”
Air Pollution and Asthma

Emily Lee, American Lung Association:
“Asthma is the most common chronic disorder in children.  

African American residents of Ohio are 44% more likely than white residents to have asthma.  Within five miles of Mittal Steel, African Americans represent 48.9% of the population.”
Stu Greenberg, Environmental Health Watch: 

“When outdoor air pollution enters the lungs it makes people more sensitive to the allergens inhaled in the home.”  

Neighbors of Mittal Steel know the company can do better

Becca Riker, Tremont Resident:

“We’ve seen successful, less profitable steel companies invest.  For example, AK Steel in Middletown, Ohio did this.  They invested 65 million dollars.  It's cleaned up the neighborhood.  The neighbors can breathe and they're being a good neighbor.”
Dr. Anne Wise, Neighborhood Family Practice:

“No one is saying close the mill because of kids with asthma.  People are saying that Mittal should be doing the best they can to prevent pollution from this mill.  We are not even asking them to invent technology, it's already out there.”
Mike Rubicz, retired steelworker:

“I spent 28 years-- not at this mill, but at another mill--and I don't see the effort to try to clean up the air as something bad, it's something good.  Workers at the mill benefit first of all from that.  

There is no reason why the community has to suffer.  Mittal has the money and Mittal has the wherewithal to do a much better job.  Since they’re the largest steelmaker in the world, they should be one of the cleanest in the steel world.”    

