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 Mayor Jackson Asked to Permanently Close GEM Facility in Cleveland After
 Explosion Injures Five Workers

 Disaster At Troubled Hazardous Waste Plant Speeds Up Ohio Citizen
 Action's Demand To Close Facility Following Air Tests Revealing Flammable
 Gases

 For more information call 216-861-5200 (office) or 216-235-6628 (cell).

 Ohio Citizen Action today called for the immediate and permanent close of the
 troubled General Environmental Management (GEM) hazardous waste facility
 following an explosion and fire that injured at least five workers. Ohio
 Citizen Action had been investigating the odorous GEM plant for months
 and had planned to issue a letter on Monday, April 24, 2006, to the
 Cleveland Health Department calling for the plant's closure.

 "The explosion and fire today at GEM is the natural outcome of the total
 failure of Cleveland's government agencies to respond to the health and
 safety concerns of the community," said Stephen Gabor of Ohio Citizen
 Action.  "After hundreds of complaints about hazardous air pollution and
 odors, our agencies did nothing more than ask the polluter to come up
 with a plan and now five people are in the hospital and toxic smoke is
 all over town."

 In a strongly worded letter scheduled to be delivered to Cleveland Mayor
 Jackson on April 24, 2006, Sandy Buchanan, Executive Director of Ohio
 Citizen Action,  the state's largest environmental group wrote:

 "We writing to urge you to order General Environmental Management to
 close its facility at 2655 Transport Rd. until it can prove that it can
 stop emitting dangerous levels of chemicals into the air.  Sickening
 odors emanating from General Environmental Management (GEM) have been
 plaguing Clevelanders for over a year.  Despite dozens of complaints from
 residents, workers at the U.S. Post Office, Cuyahoga Community College,
 and nearby businesses, the company continues to pollute the air.  The
 noticeable and very identifiable odors appear to coincide with GEM's
 installation of a new biotreatment process in early 2005.  Clearly
 something is seriously wrong with this process, which GEM has been unable
 to fix for over a year. Both the company and the regulators have reacted
 by categorizing the problems as ‘nuisance odors.’  However, the odors are
 only the symptom of the problem at GEM - they are not the cause.  During
 its operations, GEM appears to be routinely venting toxic chemicals into
 the air of the surrounding neighborhoods."

 Ohio Citizen Action immediately sent its "bucket brigade" to the GEM
 area to take air samples.  Previous air samples by the group have
 revealed high levels of hazardous and flammable gases such as benzene,
 toluene and hydrogen sulfide.  The levels found offsite exceeded federal
 health screening levels.  The group also deployed a real time air
 monitor, a CEREX ultra violet light system, that confirmed the previous
 sample results.

 Despite these findings, the Cleveland Air Agency took no air samples or
 action to monitor dangerous offsite emissions from the facility.  Instead
 the agency asked the company to correct the problem but gave no firm
 deadlines except for submitting a plan months in the future.  GEM
 recently sent a letter to Ohio Citizen Action stating that their plan
 include a 24 hour message line to leave complaints on and installing a
 de-odorizing mist to make hazardous chemicals smell better.

 For more information on Ohio Citizen Action's work on GEM see
 www.ohiocitizen.org
