February 5, 2008

Terry Fedor, General Manager

ArcelorMittal Cleveland

3060 Eggers Rd.

Cleveland, Ohio 44105
Dear Mr. Fedor,

In mid-December Donna Levandowski and other neighbors of Mittal Steel on Independence and Beyerle Rds. began recording the problems of night-time noises from Mittal Steel.  On December 19 Donna reported, "It sounded like we had an airplane in our backyard, a jet engine. I tried calling Mittal security about six or seven times and nobody answered the phone. The noise kept me awake from 12:30 am to around 4:30 or 5:00 am and then I dozed off." 
Since Mittal Steel's 63 year old Blast Furnace C5 went down for repair around January 14 neighbors have not been hearing the jet engine noises at night.  Instead the dynamite explosions your company used to clean out the 63 year old Blast Furnace C5 woke neighbors up and shook their houses. On January 24 Donna reported, "There were explosions at 12:10 am, 12:24 am, 3:12 am, 4:30 am, and 6:58 am." 
Your neighbors are ready to take recordings and decibel readings if the jet engine airplane noise, dynamite explosions, or other night-time noises start up again.  It would be to everyone’s advantage, however, for Mittal Steel to use the night-time noise problems as a chance to begin communicating constructively with the neighbors.
Mittal Steel representatives who have returned calls about the noise problems thus far have not communicated clear plans to resolve this problem for the future.  Entries from Donna Levandowski on our website show she has called Mittal Steel security on December 18, 19, 20, and 29 and on January 2, 8, 22, 24, and 30 with noise problems.  In a January 4 entry on our webpage Donna writes, “This is what I go through every night when I call - 'I have to pinpoint where the noise is coming from,' they say.”
It is neither to the company’s nor the neighborhood’s advantage to leave problems from Mittal Steel to be solved by the media.  It would be more constructive to sit down with us informally to piece together what problems have been experienced with noise thus far 
and how the company and the neighborhood can work together to avoid these problems in the future.

When I spoke with Mary Beth Holdford on the phone last week she said that Mittal’s new policy is to no longer conduct noisy activities at the mill at night.  Putting this statement in writing would be a big step towards a working relationship with your neighbors.  The neighbors would like to give you credit for making these steps, but cannot do so if they have no reason to know if the night-time noise problems are really solved or if they will likely come back.      
While Blast Furnace C5 is down for repair, does Mittal Steel plan to install pollution control equipment that other Ohio steel mills have?  Blast Furnaces C5 and C6 are the mill’s two biggest sources of fine and coarse particle pollution, sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide, volatile organic compounds, and organic chemicals.  From Blast Furnace C5 alone Mittal Steel admits polluting 132,900 pounds of fine particle pollution, 445,820 pounds of sulfur dioxide, 61,980 pounds of nitrogen oxides, 13,545,380 pounds of carbon monoxide, and 26,840 pounds of volatile organic compounds into Cleveland’s air in 2006.  If plans are underway to add pollution controls at Blast Furnace C5 it would be good to tell the neighbors.
Getting everyone on the same page is in the best interest of Mittal Steel and its neighbors.  I suggest that you sit down with neighbors as a group to assess what has gone on so far and how Mittal Steel can prevent these problems in the future.

I invite you to call me at the Cleveland office listed below.

Sincerely,

Liz Ilg, Cleveland Area Program Director

CC: 

Mary Beth Holdford, Manager, Corporate Social Responsibility, ArcelorMittal Steel
Michael Rippey, CEO, ArcelorMittal Steel USA
Dave McCall, Director, USW District 1

Mark Granakis, President, USW Local 979

