STATEMENT

February 27, 2006

Vaal Environmental Justice Alliance:

Steel Valley Crisis Committee

Sasolburg Air Quality Monitoring Committee

Vaal Working Class Coordinating Committee

Samancor Retrenched Workers Committee

Boipatong Environmental Working Group

African Genesis Environmental Heritage Club

Justice and Peace

Bophelong and Christian Knowledge Independent Churches forum of SA 

Organisations in support:

Friends of Steel Valley

Group for Environmental Monitoring (GEM)

Groundwork
As neighbours of the Mittal Steel Mill in Vanderbijlpark, and organisations supporting local communities defending themselves against its pollution, we likewise extend an invitation to the European Commission to visit this infamous pollution site. In this way, the commission can hear first hand from victims of pollution from the steel mill what their circumstances are and whether Mr Mittal is a responsible investor. 

Mittal Steel’s approach to environmental responsibility in South Africa
Mittal Steel in South Africa has continued to pollute people and the environment, has refused to acknowledge its pollution and has refused to stop pollution, remediate the environment and pay compensation.

Mittal Steel took control over the Vanderbijlpark Steel Mill in South Africa in 2002. This steel mill had been polluting the groundwater and air around it since at least 1961, according to official records.  

Mittal Steel continued the approach of its predecessor (the Iron and Steel Corporation – ISCOR). It continues to channel its steel mill effluent into an unlined dam and via an unlined canal into the Vaal River. It has refused to acknowledge past and present pollution. It has refused to remediate its environmental damage to groundwater in Steel Valley. It has refused to pay compensation to its neighbours whose health and livelihoods were damaged by pollution. It has continued ISCOR’s legal battles against its neighbours who had sued for compensation and to stop the pollution. It has refused to divulge what its Master Plan for environmental management is, except that Mittal Steel Vanderbijlpark would become a Zero Effluent Facility by the end of 2005. This deadline was not kept.

It has announced spending nearly R1 billion on “environmental measures” which amount to no more than refurbishment of its outdated machinery. No money has been budgeted for clean-up, compensation or support to the victims of its pollution. 

Mittal Steel has practised import parity pricing to the detriment of downstream industries, and has been accused of tax evasion as well as  non-transparency to its South African minority shareholders.  

The Vaal Environmental Justice Alliance (VEJA) has brought together a number of organisations to oppose pollution in the Vaal Triangle, where Mittal Steel is one of the top four offenders.  Its aims are to unite community organisations struggling for environmental justice, monitoring pollution, engaging with government efforts to improve environmental quality and putting pressure on government and industry to prevent and clean up pollution. 

Contact

Vaal Environmental Justice Alliance VEJA): Caroline Seipati (co-ordinator) carolinesaqmc@postnet.co.za;  073 246 0081

Friends of Steel Valley (FOSV): Victor Munnik (media), 011-615 6881, victormunnik@iafrica.com; PO Box 28360 Kensington, 2101, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Group for Environmental Monitoring (GEM):  Tebogo Mahapa (director), 011-403 7666, tebogo@gem.org.za,   76 Juta Street, Braamfontein, 2017, Johannesburg South Africa. 011-6167285

Groundwork, Friends of the Earth, South Africa.  Bobby Peek (director) PO Box 2375, Pietermaritzburg, 3200, South Africa, 033-342 5662, bobby@groundwork.org.za.
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