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Late in 2002, the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas appointed us “Environmental Liaisons” with a mission to investigate the current state of the Georgia-Pacific Resins plant on Watkins Road in Columbus with regard to the plant’s safety and environmental impact on the community. This Liaison project was part of the settlement of a suit brought by Southside residents following a series of chemical releases and resin reactor explosions in 1983 and 1997. 
Our investigation found that Georgia-Pacific has made a number of badly needed changes since 1997. Most significantly, the company has automated its resin process and added new safeguards. These improvements should reduce the risk of additional resin reactor explosions. However, our investigation found that serious deficiencies remain. In our final report and public presentation (October 2005) we recommended that Georgia-Pacific take further steps to reduce the risk of accidents and to reduce its emissions of hazardous air pollutants. Our recommendations were as follows: 
1. Georgia-Pacific should modernize its formaldehyde production plant. This plant is virtually the same plant is was 30 years ago – obsolete and years behind today’s technology. The formaldehyde plant uses highly flammable methanol to produce the formaldehyde. Formaldehyde vapors are both toxic and flammable. The company has acknowledged that a worst case accident could release enough formaldehyde to require the evacuation of hundreds of residents in order to limit potential harm. Specifically, the Liaison Team recommended that Georgia-Pacific install a fully automated control system with modern safeguards. At the time Georgia-Pacific agreed to review its control system. We repeat our recommendation and hope that the company is now ready to commit to a modernize facility.    

2. The Liaisons also found that the company’s large wastewater lagoon is a substantial and uncontrolled source of federally designated “hazardous air pollutants.” Georgia-Pacific is allowed to dump up to 750 tons of these hazardous chemicals into the pond each year, including formaldehyde a highly toxic chemical that has been linked to cancer. 

To our surprise and disappointment, Ohio EPA has not regulated this chemical lagoon for air emissions. Instead the Agency allows the lagoon to vent formaldehyde and other toxic chemicals directly into the air. The Liaisons recommended that the lagoon, an outmoded disposal method, be closed and replaced with a modern system – one that can effectively and reliably limit the release of hazardous air pollutants. 

This brings us to the permit application made by Georgia Pacific to increase allowable formaldehyde emissions from 0.8 tons per year to 1.18 tons per year from one of its formaldehyde plants. This is an increase of 47.5 percent. We recommend that Ohio EPA deny this proposed increase. Formaldehyde has been designated as a probable human carcinogen by a number of environmental and health agencies. As the evidence documented in our final report indicates, Georgia-Pacific estimates tend to under-predict lagoon emissions including those of formaldehyde. Thus, Ohio EPA has no reliable means to evaluate total plant emissions or the effect of a potential 50 percent increase in emissions from the formaldehyde unit. .
The Liaisons have presented evidence that the plants emissions of hazardous air pollutants (methanol, formaldehyde and phenol) are high enough to reach the trigger for a major source of hazardous air pollutants and to require a Title 5 permit under the Federal Clean Air Act. The Title 5 permit would result in stricter regulations and oversight by Ohio EPA, US EPA and the affected community. This is a key issue for Ohio EPA’s the forthcoming issuance of an operating permit for the entire plant. Citizens should ask that Ohio EPA hold a public hearing and provide a one month comment period on this permit. We strongly recommend that Ohio EPA designate the G-P plant as a major source of hazardous air pollutants and require a Title 5 permit.  














Georgia-Pacific has stated its intent to be a good neighbor. It sponsors a scholarship program for students in the community. The company has voluntarily contributed to the installation of a signal tower that can alert the community that its plant or another facility in the area has a chemical accident. It has made important improvements at its resin plant. These are good steps; however, the company has a long way to go before the plant can be considered safe and environmentally responsible.  The plant’s location in close proximity to hundreds of families mandates exceptional vigilance.  

Georgia-Pacific is a large and highly profitable corporation. It is in a good position to invest in a modern, state-of-the-technology plant – one that can 
provide the community with the level of protection and assurance it needs and deserves.  
Finally, we would urge government agencies and companies in the Southside area to tackle the problems associated with the dangerous emissions stemming from diesel-powered trucks and trains. Unfortunately, the area has more than its share of trucking terminals, rail yards, train-truck transfer points, and numerous plants that rely on diesels. Scientists have determined that diesel emissions contain many dangerous particles and chemicals. Scientists have linked diesel exhausts to respiratory disease, asthma attacks, heart disease and cancer. Families in the Southside are exposed to these emissions on a daily basis. Often homes are very close to the truck routes. 
The community and local government has taken some good first steps to reduce truck traffic on neighborhood streets for safety reasons. There are technical solutions that include retrofit exhaust controls and alternatives to truck idling. We would like to see plants and trucking companies in the area begin to utilize these technologies. We believe that the Southside would be an excellent location for a major initiative to reduce the level diesel exhausts.

Although our term as Liaisons is finished; we remain available to answer questions and to provide some level of assistance to the community. Our contact information is given below. 




� President, Henry S. Cole & Associates, Incorporated, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772, 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hcole-environmental.com" ��www.hcole-environmental.com� 





� Professor Environmental Engineering, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, AZ


� Henry S. Cole (301) 780 7990;   William Auberle, (928) 380-4780
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