The Rev. Eric Moehring

Faith Lutheran Church

730 Collingwood Ave.

Whitehall, Ohio

43213

August 25, 2007

Dave Mason, Jr.

Plant Manager

Georgia-Pacific

1975 Watkins Rd.

Columbus, OH  43207

Dear Mr. Mason,

The congregation I serve is in the process of renovating our sanctuary.  Why?  Because it has been more than thirty years since we bothered to update the facility.  The carpet is worn out, the ceiling looks bad, and it no longer does the job it should be doing.  The altar is several steps up from the floor which makes it very difficult for many of our seniors to walk comfortably to the table for the reception of the Lord’s Supper.  The building was decorated and designed using what was the wisdom of the time.  However, now we know that there are many things that can and should be done in a different and better way.  We hope that because of the renovation we will be able to continue to be a viable part of our community and be even more able to serve all those around us with the love of Jesus Christ.

It strikes me that maybe you and your company should think about renovating as well.  As I understand it, your formaldehyde production plant is still using technology that was developed thirty years ago or more.  Thirty years ago it was ok to have a football size field to store toxic chemicals in.  Thirty years ago, although we shouldn’t have, we didn’t worry about the fumes that entered the air, or the possibility of the chemicals seeping into our water supply.  Thirty years ago, your plant was probably considered to be state of the art, as was our sanctuary.

But a lot has changed in thirty years, both here in Whitehall, and in our understanding of the processing of hazardous chemicals.  Therefore, I strongly urge you and your company to renovate.  It is my understanding that there is technology available today that makes the pit no longer necessary and does a much better job of protecting both the air and the water.  Now is the time to get rid of the pit.  Through your renovation I hope that you will be able to continue to be a viable part of the community and even better be able to serve all those around you.

Thank you for listening to my concerns.

Sincerely,

Eric Moehring  

