ST.THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH

2692 EAST FIFTH AVENUE

COLUMBUS, OHIO 43219

 17th September, 2007

Mr. David Mason Jr.

Plant Manager

Georgia-Pacific Plant

1975 Watkins Road

Columbus, Ohio 43207


Dear Mr. Mason Jr.


While reflecting on St. Paul’s letter to Philemon, I decided to write you this letter in support of the call of your neighbors (to your Georgia Pacific Plant) to “close the pit”.


I believe that you know that letter of St. Paul, where he begs Philemon to treat Onesimus, his slave who had run away and was due some severe punishment, as a brother; as a man.   In that endeavor, St. Paul did not set out to change the whole evil institution of slavery, but he changed it for one man, Onesimus.  He did the best he could do under his immediate control and under the circumstances.


It is in that same spirit that I implore you to do what you can, in your immediate control and under the given circumstances, to help the lives of your neighbors, in fact and in spirit . . .


I am sure that you know what is right.  The people are not asking you to move the Plant away!  They are just asking for a fundamental change that considers also the God-given lives of those who breathe the polluted air that comes from “the pit”.  Yes, the fundamental change to an up-to-date waste-water treatment facility will also be positive fundamental change in the health of your neighbors.


Thank you very much for reading this letter.  And, may the Lord be with you as you listen to the people’s cries and make the bold move to “close the pit”.








Sincerely,








Rev. Denis S. Kigozi








Pastor
