Field Notes for General Environmental Management
Compiled from Handwritten Notes
Facility:

General Environmental Management (GEM)



2727 Transport Rd



Cleveland, OH  44115

Inspector(s):
Wade Balser (WB)
Date:


May 8, 2008
Time:


0930 to 1125
Facility Representatives: 
Scott Forster (SF), VP





Eric  Lofquist (EL), President






Doreen  Ostroske (DO), Regulatory 

Purpose of Inspection:

Information/Site Status
Photograph(s) Taken:

Yes
Sample(s) Taken:


No
Spoke with EL in parking lot as he was leaving.   EL stated in process of cleaning operations and looking to sell property as whole or by parcels.   SF and DO are available to provide any information OEPA requests.
Met with SF.    SF stated GEM stopped receiving low flash material and K-wastes approximately two weeks ago.   The facility is currently only receiving non-scheduled loads of non-hazardous oily waters.   GEM has no hazardous material on-site.   Facility has cut down incoming loads by two thirds of what it was (approximately 555,000 gallons last week to 200,000 this week).   SF stated he expects to receive about 10 loads or less next week, and then cease all loads the week of May 18th.

SF stated the facility will continue to close down operations, but operate for approximately two months to clean tanks, equipment, and facility property.   GEM will use its own labor force for the cleaning of the facility.

SF stated DO filed for a Permit to Remove from the Fire Department for 13 tanks.   The 13 tanks have been cleaned and were taken out-of-service.   SF stated the facility also completed the cleaning of the K-waste tanks, rolloff, pad, and hopper under generator closure.   DO has the documentation on file.   WB asked if the facility expects to generate any additional hazardous waste.   SF stated that he knows the contents of 95% of the tanks which will not generate any hazardous waste, but can not speak for the other 5% since he can not attest to what was in them over the history of the site.
WB noted to SF that Tanks 49, 50, and 54 are a concern to OEPA and will most likely need to be closed under a closure plan.   Tank 49 and 50 are finished oil product tanks and tank 54 is a current distillate tank that was formerly a product tank.  SF stated he has no problem closing that tanks under a closure plan, but does disagree with OEPA’s stance on the issue.   SF to talk with attorney to see if they could close all three tanks under a closure plan while not acknowledging any fault/guilt.   SF noted at least one of tanks 49 or 50 would be the last tank to be cleaned at the site.   SF noted Tank 54 has been cleaned and taken out of service.
WB asked about the oil and sludge in the containment in area of tanks 126, 127, and 128.   SF stated the facility continually cleans, but it still has oil/sludge in it that will be addressed during shut down.
DO provided WB with a copy of the facility tanks on-site and those which have been cleaned to date.   SF estimated 1 million to 850,000 gallons of material on-site currently.

WB asked for the procedure for which the tanks are cleaned.   SF stated the tanks are pumped down, vac truck removes any residual sludge which is processed or disposed, and the tank is cleaned with a high pressure powerwasher until visibly clean.  SF noted the tanks will be eventually sent for scrap metal recycling.  DO asked if that process was okay.   WB stated the process should be okay for tanks that do not require RCRA closure.

WB asked how the K-waste area was cleaned.   DO stated the areas were powerwashed with soap solution and triple rinsed.  DO has documentation of all generator closure activities.  The K-waste areas included were:  hopper, receiving tank, mixing rolloff, and rolloff pad.  DO stated all K-waste has been shipped off-site, last on March 20, 2008.
WB asked how many drums on-site.   SF stated about 300 empty drums ready to ship along with 250 drums of non-hazardous waste to be dumped or processed.

SF summarized the facility will stop all inbound loads within 1 to 2 weeks, process all material, continue with tank & facility cleaning for about 2 months.   SF also noted that unless the have a signed contract from a buyer, they will be leveling the site (i.e. all processing area will be torn down and scrapped).   SF did not have a time frame for building demolition, but noted they have started at the upper DAF area.   All scrap metal will be recycled.
Discussed Hardy Industrial Technologies with SF:

- facility currently manufacturing industrial waxes and performing tank cleaning of railcars from wax business.

- facility has not taken any waste waters or oils, but has the capacity to do so.

- facility’s future plan is to perform rail car cleaning for Safety Kleen.   The cars would contain residual oil or product, no hazardous waste.

- facility may also process soap stock in the future.

- SF noted they are currently only operating 20% of the plant.

- SF noted no hazardous waste is expected to be generated.

Facility walkthrough:  (Mike joined for walkthrough)

Observed tanks 51 and 52, out of service and cleaned.  Minimal dirt/sludge noted in Tank 52.  SF noted tanks would get another rinse prior to fire department inspection.

Observed the containment for Tanks 126, 127, and 128.   Oil and sludge was present in the containment.

Observed Tanks 49 and 50 and containment.   Product tanks in use.  Mike noted at least one tank will remain until the end of facility cleanup.

Observed Tank 10 and 303, out of service and cleaned.

Observed Upper DAF area.   Facility has shut down all operations in this area, began scrapping metal, and will tear down this portion of the building in the near future.

Observed Tank 201, K-waste receiving tank, out of service and cleaned.

Observed Tank 302, used oil process tank, out of service and cleaned.

Observed K-waste hopper and rolloff/pad area.   The hopper area was covered with oil and the pad area appeared clean.

Observed 55-gallon drum and tote storage area.

	Photo
	Description

	1
	Tank 51, cleaned and out of service.

	2
	Tank 52, cleaned and out of service.

	3-4
	Oil/Sludge in containment of Tanks 126, 127, and 128

	5
	Tank 49

	6
	Tank 50

	7-8
	Tank 49 concrete pad

	9-10
	Tank 50 concrete pad

	11
	Concrete pad behind Tanks 49 and 50


Departed site.
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