IN THE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT
HOUSING DIVISION
CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO

STATE OF OHIO EX REL. CITY CASE NO. 04-CVH-0030985

OF CLEVELAND DIRECTOR OF
LAW

JUDGE RAYMOND L. PIANKA
Plaimntift
L'

GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL

)
)
)
)
)
}
)
;
MANAGEMENT LLC, et al., )
)
)

Defendants.

OFPOSITION TO MOTION TO MODIFY CONSENT ORDER AND
REQUEST FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION
Defendants, General Environmental Management LLC, Eric Lofquist and Seott
Forster, collectively “GEM,” oppose the City of Cleveland's Motion To Modify Consent
Order. In support of their opposition, GEM states as follows:

I. STATEMENT OF FACTS'

A, BACKGROUND
GEM is a centralized industrial wastewater treatment and waste oil recycling
facility. GEM provides cost effective wastewater treatment services to a wide variety of

industries throughout Northeast Ohio and in other states. GEM receives wastewater and

: The facts set forth in this opposition will be the subject of testimony at the hearing
on this matter.



oil-water mixtures frgm i1s customers by tanker truck. Afier arrival and testing, the
wastewaters are processed to make them suitable for discharge to the Northeast Ohio
Regional Sewer District.  In the process, oils in the wastewaters are separated and
removed, and the recycled fuel oil is sold to meet the energy needs of local industry.

The facility was originally built in the first half of the 1900s and converted in the
19705 by Research Qil, Inc. to a wastewater pretreaiment and oil recycling facility. It
was owned successively by several failing companies until GEM entered into an
agreement 1o purchase the facility in July 2001. Many upgrades and improvements to the
facility were needed, including upgrades and improvements to bring the facility imo
compliance with the City of Cleveland Fire Code.’

On November 24, 2004, the City of Cleveland filed a complaint and a motion for
a temporary restraining order seeking to prohibit GEM from operating its facility pending
completion of the upgrades and improvements that were being undertaken, The
complaint was resolved by the entry of a negotiated Consent Order, which was signed by
Judge Raymond L. Pianka and entered by the Court on December 16, 2004. The Consent
order provided for GEM to undertake (1) measures to address oil spills and the presence
of oily residue; (2) correction of conditions relating the storage of drums conlaining

incompatible materials; (3) the engineering and installation of a fire suppression system;

! In October 2002, GEM submitied a plan and a schedule to the City of Cleveland
and the Ohio EPA for completion of the many upgrades and improvements. However, in
late October 2002, the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas placed GEM in
receivership until August 2003, when GEM actually acquired the facility. From that time
forward, GEM promptly resumed implementing the many needed upgrades and
improvements to the facility, to rectify past code violations.







































