March 25, 008

Frank Bjorklund, Plant Manager

Eramet Marietta Inc. 

P.O. Box 299

State Route 7

Marietta, OH 45750

Dear Mr. Bjorklund,

First we’d like to thank you, not only for working to improve Eramet Marietta Incorporated’s environmental performance, but also for meeting with members of the Ohio Citizen Action / Neighbors for Clean Air coalition last month. Now that the lines of communication are open, we hope further progress will be rapid and satisfying. 

We have received a copy of your proposed projects and reduction goals for the Tox-Minus Initiative program of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. In sum, while the To-Minus changes proposed are welcome, they fall short f the significant modernization the community expects.

Your letter refers to four projects, which we will address with comments and questions below:

Furnace #1 Upgrade

The relining of Furnace #1 is several years overdue. It can be more accurately described as basic maintenance, rather than an upgrade. Increasing the depth of the shell of Furnace #1 during the relining will result in some modest improvements in operation as described in your letter. You stack gas reduction estimate of 10% sounds reasonable, based on studies we’ve made of similar improvements. We’d like to see normal maintenance like this, which affects furnace operation and emissions, conducted more promptly in the future. 

Furnace #1 Abatement Upgrade

This second upgrade to the emissions controls of Furnace #1 is of potentially greater significance. As you know, airborne manganese has always been our primary issue with your facility. Reducing the emissions from your largest furnace by as much as 50% should have a measurable impact on manganese emissions as well. However, it is unclear when you intend to replace your existing wet scrubber with a dry baghouse filter. Your letter refers only to pre-installation of some hardware during the April outage and states that as yet there has been no design or permit to install the baghouse submitted to Ohio EPA. What is your timeline for this operation?

Both of the projects mentioned above affect only one of three furnaces and only address stack gas emissions. We agree that it’s very important to limit small particle pollution emitted from the stacks. However, the much greater volume of unregulated, fugitive emissions from the tapping and casting processes pose the greatest threat to families in the area. Are you planning to install secondary containment systems to mitigate fugitive emissions? 

Ammonia Emissions Reductions from Electrolytic Operation and Abated Truck Loading Station

These two projects list the least detail and appear to have the least commitment from the company. 

Considering the extremely large volume of ammonia emissions from your facility and the protracted and ongoing negotiation of a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (water) permit with Ohio EPA, a 20% reduction in five years is not a very ambitious goal. If the engineering study referenced in your letter addresses odors from the Electrolytic Chrome process specifically, we would be most interested to know of your abatement plans, as odor abatement has also been of primary interest in our campaign. 

While the improvements proposed for the truck loading station would address fugitive emissions, by your own admission the impact on TRI emissions would be minimal. Additionally, there is no timeline stated. 

Summary

 We commend you, Mr. Bjorklund, for taking voluntary steps to reduce toxic releases. This is certainly a move in the right direction. 

Prior to our meeting on February 29, Eramet alluded to its participation in the Tox-Minus Initiative. At that time, Eramet representatives also hinted at a further announcement, but no details were provided. We are interested to know whether Eramet is contemplating more ambitious pollution prevention plans, similar to the Furnace 3 Project, which was abandoned in 2003. 

We would be interested to know the cost of your Tox-Minus projects and would like to see details and implementation timelines for the baghouse and truck loading station pieces. Furthermore, if your engineering study for controlling ammonia emissions includes odor abatement, we would be very interested to know the details and timeline for this specific action. 

Sincerely,

Melissa English



Caroline Beidler

Ohio Citizen Action 



Neighbors for Clean Air

Cc:   Philippe Vecten, Eramet SA

         Robert Burdette, Eramet North America

         His Excellency Pierre Vimont, Ambassador of France

