January 22, 2007

Jacques Bacardats, CEO

Eramet International

Tour Maine Montparnasse

33 Avenue du Maine

75755 Paris Cedex 15, France

Dear Mr. Bacardats, 

We live in Marietta, Ohio approximately 4.5 miles North of the Eramet Marietta facility. We are exposed to the odors and manganese and chromium soot from this facility on a daily basis. Below is a summary of just the odors we recorded from your facility in 2006. 

2006 Stink Diary Review







1st record of the year – January 11, 2006

Last record of the year – December 31, 2006

On five separate occasions during the year the industrial odors from Eramet’s Electrolytic Chromium process were strong enough to break into our home with the windows and doors closed and awaken us from sound sleep. Keep in mind we live 4-5 miles from the Eramet facility. 

• Tuesday, January 24, 2006 — 4:00 am

• Tuesday, April 11, 2006 — 2:30 am

• Saturday, May 13, 2006 — 4:56 am

• Monday, October 30, 2006 — 4:30 am 

• Wednesday, December 20, 2006 — 3:30 am 

We have many entries citing odor-induced headaches, breathing problems and sore throats. We have records of muscle aches, flu-like symptoms and fatigue following odor episodes.

The odor has found its way into our dryer through the vent pipe. That is how concentrated this odor is.  

47 entries were recorded as being between the hours of 5:00 am and 10:30 am.

Most odor incidents were recorded at our home, 4-5 miles from Eramet. Some were in Marietta and others across the river in West Virginia. 

Stink Diary Summary 1998-2006 (number of odor incidents recorded per year)

1998 –11

1999 – 12

2000 – 87  (Note-El Mang closed in October 2000)

2001 – 60

2002 – 35

2003 – 40

2004 – 47

2005 – 54

2006 – 72

Eramet’s odor has already been recorded several times in 2007. 

Eramet's pollution, unfair labor practices, and disregard for dialogue with neighbors has created a poor reputation in Ohio and throughout the United States. 

It is time for you to respond with innovative and effective leadership. The decisions made in Paris are affecting many local neighbors and workers thousands of miles away. Neighbors of the Marietta plant are being exposed to millions of pounds of toxic materials, the extent of the exposure is currently being tested by the University of Cincinnati. These emissions are not only unsafe for neighbors, but also demonstrate a waste of valuable materials and a lack of efficiency at Eramet Marietta. Improving the processes and preventing pollution in Marietta will make the company more efficient and protect your bottom line. 

 

We have seen other companies in Ohio make the necessary changes to reduce pollution, improve efficiency and meet community standards.  We strongly believe that it is possible for communities and companies to coexist and for relationships to improve.  We urge you to put practices in place to make improvements in Marietta a reality.

 

Eramet can choose to continue to maintain the poor behavior for which it has become well known in Ohio, or it can change its practices and be a valuable leader in the community for many years to come.

 

We invite you to contact us any time for information regarding our communities, and we invite you to meet with neighbors when you visit the facilities in the United States.  We are looking forward to your timely response to this letter.

 
Sincerely,

Caroline C. Beidler and Keith E. Bailey

1870 Michaelis Road

Marietta, Ohio 45750

