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CITIZENS’ INVESTIGATION FINDS ERAMET RUNNING 

CLEANER PLANTS IN NORWAY

Neighbors for Clean Air and Ohio Citizen Action today released a citizens’ audit of the Eramet Marietta plant, as a part of their “good neighbor campaign” focused on Eramet Marietta.  The 26 page report, prompted by decades of citizen complaints about pollution from the company, details Eramet’s operations, processes and financials.

Though Eramet has made reductions in the amount of pollution released from the plant since they bought the plant from Elkem Metals in 1999, residents think they still have far to go.  Sue Berzinis, a researcher and editor on the audit team comments, “Eramet puts out significantly less pollution in their Norwegian plants than in Marietta.  We’re talking about ten times more manganese dust in the air in Marietta than in Norway, and tens of thousands more pounds of pollution going to the Ohio River compared to Norwegian waters.” 

Citizens want to know the impact of the pollution on their families, their health, and the air.  Neighbors for Clean Air and Ohio Citizen Action are urging Eramet to reduce emissions and become a good neighbor.  Ruth Breech, southern Ohio Program Director for Ohio Citizen Action says, “Eramet can reduce their pollution, run their business more efficiently and be a good neighbor. It’s a win-win situation:  we’ve seen other plants throughout Ohio do this.  If they can run a cleaner operation on Europe, they can do it here.”

The audit  reports on the results of swipe samples and air samples conducted by the citizens’ groups in April 2006.   The swipe samples, taken at people’s homes  in Washington and Wood Counties, found manganese in all samples and chromium in all but one. “These results are an indicator that Eramet’s materials are ending up in the community.   We are now planning to expand our investigation.” commented Patrick Stewart, who helped conduct the samples with Neighbors For Clean Air.  Manganese and chromium are two of Eramet’s chief raw materials.  Though Eramet is permitted to send dust that is not contained by any controls into the air, a 2004 ATSDR report analysis samples taken at the Washington county career center warranted more investigation because of the elevated levels of metals. There has been little research done on the health impact of these chemicals on residents in Washington and Wood Counties.

Air sampling done by citizens late at night showed odors stronger after midnight and the presence of ammonia in the air when the odors were the most intense. Eramet puts almost 900,000 lbs of ammonia into the air each year. 

The citizens’ audit includes reviews of Ohio EPA documents, and concludes that Ohio EPA files were disorganized and that some records were missing. The nearest Ohio EPA office is in Logan, seventy miles away, and turnover of staff assigned to monitor Eramet has been frequent.  Citizens believe these factors contribute to the poor air quality in the area.

Marietta resident Lesley Kuhl wants to know what Ohio EPA is doing about the pollution from Eramet..  Kuhl  commented, “Ohio EPA should be working on this plant non-stop and protecting citizens.”  Caroline Beidler of Pinehurst has been documenting odors from Eramet since 1998.  Beidler agrees with Kuhl:  “Ohio EPA has been practically non-existent.  If you call in an odor complaint, they maybe follow up within two weeks.  By that time the odor has come and gone, and several more have already woken us up in the middle of the night.”
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