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Families Denied Opportunity to March for Clean Air
MARIETTA - Members of the local group, Neighbors for Clean Air, planned to march in the annual Labor Day parade today to spread awareness of their campaign to convince Eramet Marietta Inc. to cut pollution and eliminate odors from their Route 7 facility.  Those plans were altered some due to a phone call placed to Caroline
Beidler of Neighbors for Clean Air at 9:45 p.m. Friday night from Kristi Zimmer of the Washington County Fair Board. Beidler was told that the Neighbors for Clean Air group was not allowed to participate in the parade. Zimmer explained that Eramet, a sponsor of the Washington County Fair, had filed complaints about the Neighbors walking in the parade forced the Fair Board to vote and that that the decision was to ban the group from the parade.
NCA instead met at 313 Ohio Street, by the invitation of NCA member, Dianne Vezza. Adults and children sported matching blue t-shirts emblazoned with the message “Eramet – Let’s clear the air”. They also distributed information about their organization, a health and information guide to manganese and a factsheet urging people to write letters to Eramet’s plant manager, Frank Bjorklund.
“Mr. Bjorklund and the other decision makers at Eramet need to know that this community is organized and united,” said Caroline Beidler, founder of Neighbors for Clean Air, a group that has also produced a short documentary entitled “Eramet Marietta Neighbors Speak Out”. “We are also offering free yard signs to people who suffer from Eramet’s pollution so they can show their support for something that 
everyone in this community has a right to – clean air.” 
Eramet Marietta Inc. reported releasing 417,800 lbs of manganese to the air and water last year. Recent studies on how manganese affects adult health have found links between environmental exposures and balance and coordination problems. A Canadian study from the University of Toronto also linked airborne manganese with 
Parkinson’s disease. The toxic metal’s effect on children is still largely unknown, but a proposed study by the University of Cincinnati promises to shed more light on the potential for lasting neurological damage from exposure of children’s developing brains. 
Neighbors for Clean Air is a group of citizens in Washington County, Ohio and Wood County, West Virginia working to protect their families’ health, air quality and environment. Neighbors for Clean Air and Ohio Citizen Action launched a Good Neighbor Campaign focused on Eramet Marietta on March 1, 2006. This campaign’s goals are to:
· Educate and activate citizens about pollution in their community
· Work with Eramet decision makers to reduce the pollution from their facility
· Improve communication and relationships between Eramet and its neighbors
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