DATE: March 28 through April 8, 2006. 

EVENT: a Solo Art Exhibition by Ann Stoddard, artist and Visiting Assistant Prof. of Art, Ohio University.  

RELATED EVENT: Tuesday, April 4, 6:45 p.m. ARTIST’S LECTURE and 7:30 p.m. PUBLIC RECEPTION, refreshments provided.

Location: Seigfred Gallery at Seigfred Hall, Ohio University, Athens

Gallery Hours:  Monday – Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and by appointment,

PRESS Contact Person:  Ann Stoddard, cell 301-351-5561; h 740-594-7680; o 740-593-1681.  

Ohio University Art Office 740-593-4288.  Exhibition photographs are available on request.

Ohio University’s Seigfred Gallery presents a solo exhibition of “Fish Soup”, a new installation by artist and Ohio University art faculty member Ann Stoddard, from March 28 through April 8.   The public is invited to a 30 minute Artist’s Lecture and 15 minute question and answer session at 6:45 Tuesday, April 4 in Mitchell Auditorium (Seigfred Hall), followed by a 7:30 –9:30 p.m. Reception.  “Fish Soup” recontextualizes country life in Southeastern Ohio with chemical and power plant images, whose arabesques of belching smoke contaminate the air and water with C-8 and other carcinogens.  A video (TV) presents Pinehurst (Marietta) environmental activist Caroline Biedler describing her citizen action group’s battle against Eramet.  Moving on, juxtaposed video wall projections surround the viewer, including: Dupont plant, Eramet plant, etc.; Callie Lyons speaking as a mother and journalist specializing in C-8 contamination; fresh produce at the Athens Saturday Market; news accounts.  “Fish Soup” redefines “Ohio’s Scenic Views” to include the industrial landscape of chemical and power plants, cheap barge transportation, the Ohio River as a disposal site, coal stockpiles.  Random juxtapositions of multiple moving images produce sensations of suspense and uneasy anticipation of the Kraton plant’s fiery glow at night in Bel Pre, Dupont’s Washington Works plant, the aging Eramet plant in Marietta, American’ Electric Power’s mesmerizing black smoke plume in Cheshire, Ohio, 26 miles south of Athens.  The installation continuously changes, as viewers’ silhouettes become part of the work.  At the gallery entrance, products are displayed containing varying amounts of the carcinogen C-8 / PFOA, ex. microwave popcorn, Scotchguard, etc. The Crystal Springs dispenser of safe water is a reference to the discovery of  C-8 contamination of that spring near Marietta.  Additional information- health studies of plant workers, statistics of birth defects, lawsuits, news accounts regarding C-8 - is available for reading.   While making “Fish Soup,” Stoddard’s conversations with residents, fearful factory workers, and cautious fishermen inspired her to continue despite the attentions of security guards and vigilantes in pick-up trucks.  Stoddard has exhibited nationally in 22 solo exhibitions and numerous invitational shows.  Her previous installations challenge post-9/11 government surveillance and racial profiling of Muslims, use genealogy to deconstruct negative stereotypes and suggest a dialogic public space.  
