

Accident at Eramet Marietta on Friday 2/23

Follow up questions

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) representative Christina Wieg replied to citizen questions about the accident at Eramet Marietta.

Ms. Wieg described the incident as a hole in Eramet’s furnace causing silicomanganese to leak out.

Question & Answer

Q: What furnace has a hole in it?  Is it number one, 12 or 18? Is the furnace still operating?  

A: It occurred at the #1 furnace.  No, the furnace was shut down after the spill for repairs.  Once the repairs are made, the furnace will restart.

Q: How much of the material was lost?   

A: From my understanding the total amount carried by the furnace was spilt.  The best estimate of the material lost is 40,000 - 50,000 lbs of metal and 50,000 - 60,000 lbs of slag.  This is approximately the amount that would be cast from the furnace during normal operations.

Q: How much material went into the air? 

A: The emissions would have been similar to regular exempt casting emissions both in amount and duration.

Q: Was there any samples taken of the "smoke"?  

A: No, the incident did not really cause excessive emissions that would not be associated with the normal operations of the furnace.  Instead of the alloy being poured into a ladle for casting it spilled out onto the floor.  In addition, the emissions from the casting are exempt.

Q: What was the duration of the accident and what caused it to happen?  

A: The incident occurred at approximately 6:00 a.m.  The furnace was immediately shut down (it takes some time to cool the furnace after operation).

Q: What is Eramet doing to ensure that this does not happen again?  

A: As you can imagine, such events at the facility are extremely expensive to repair and cause a huge safety concern at the facility (not to mention the mess!). Eramet is planning a maintenance outage later this year to replace worn components including the shell of the furnace. In the interim, the furnace will be monitored using an infrared camera to detect any hot spots on the furnace shell.  This should allow a response time to address these areas and prevent a failure.

Q: Did Eramet file an official accident report with Ohio EPA or local emergency planning commission? Will you fax/email the accident report?  

A: The facility contacted me to report the incident to DAPC.  An official accident report is not required to our division.  As for the local emergency planning commission, you would have to check with them.  Eramet does conduct an internal investigation into the incident and I have requested a copy of their findings to review.


