M. Pierre Vimont, Ambassador

French Embassy

4101 Reservoir Road, N.W.

Washington, DC 20007

December 17, 2007

Dear Ambassador Vimont,

Soon you will begin receiving letters to President Sarkozy from people in Ohio regarding the activities of a French company, Eramet SA. Please allow me to explain why.

Since Eramet purchased a manganese refinery in Marietta, Ohio in 2000, it has released millions of kilograms of pollution each year to the air, land and Ohio River. In 2006, Eramet’s own records indicate 148,279 kilograms of airborne manganese emissions, alone. When inhaled, manganese acts on the lungs, brain, reproductive and nervous systems.  Respiration, motor function and balance are impaired by manganese and other health effects include headaches, impotence and psychological disturbances. Recently it has also been linked to Parkinson’s disease. In children, manganese is suspected of developmental disabilities such as stunted intelligence.
Eramet’s Marietta facility is the biggest polluter in Washington County, Ohio and the self described “manganese source” affecting not only Marietta, but several small towns across the Ohio River in West Virginia. Dust samples taken from the outside of people’s homes throughout the area consistently tested positive for manganese and other metals emitted by Eramet. Due to the community’s unfortunate notoriety as a perfect laboratory for the study of the effects of environmental manganese exposure, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry has begun air monitoring and the University of Cincinnati is preparing a five-year health study on area children.
In March 2006, a group of Eramet’s neighbors and Ohio Citizen Action launched a campaign to urge Eramet to reduce pollution as much as possible by bringing the 
Marietta plant up to the community’s standards. To date, over 44,000 people from Ohio, Kentucky and West Virginia have written letters to Eramet urging them to do so.  As you may know, Areva owns approximately 25% of Eramet’s stock.  As the French government owns 99% of Areva, France has both a responsibility for Eramet’s impact on Ohio and an opportunity to influence Eramet toward positive change. 
The letters we are sending to President Sarkozy are an appeal to him to use his influence to improve Eramet’s impact on and relationship with its neighbors.  We know that technology is not the obstacle, as they operate similar, but less polluting facilities elsewhere and both the manganese division and the parent company have showed improved profitability over last year.  What Eramet seems to lack is motivation. 
For more information about the Eramet campaign, I encourage you to visit our website at www.ohiocitizen.org/campaigns/eramet/eramet.html
Sincerely,

Melissa K. English

Southern Ohio Program Director

Ohio Citizen Action

P.S. I am enclosing a copy of our Citizen’s Audit and documentary DVD as background information.

