transmitted by facsimile

February 12, 2003

Governor Bob Taft

77 S High St, 30th Floor

Columbus, OH 43266

Re:  Emergency response plan for Davis-Besse nuclear power plant

Dear Governor Taft,

In a letter dated January 22, 2003, you offered to review any recommendations Ohio Citizen Action has regarding Davis-Besse.

I am sending you a report, written by Ohio Citizen Action and Environmental Health Watch, which addresses serious problems with the Ottawa County Radiological Emergency Response Plan.  The recent degradation of the Davis-Besse reactor and the 9/11 terrorist attacks have raised the stakes for emergency planning.  Both the likelihood and the magnitude of a radiological release may now be far greater than emergency planners ever anticipated.  Emergency planning in Ohio should reflect this reality, but it currently does not.

The report offers the following recommendations:

1. Withdraw your approval of the Ottawa County Radiological Emergency Response Plan until its weaknesses are addressed and corrected. 

2. Commission a study by an independent, qualified consultant to analyze the emergency response plans for the Davis-Besse and Perry nuclear power plants.

In addition to this faxed copy, I also mailed you a hard copy of the report with attachments.

I will be happy to meet with you or your staff to answer any questions you may have.  Thank you for your careful consideration.

Sincerely,

Amy K. Ryder

Cleveland Director

