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Wal-Mart’s action on Teflon chemicals in packaging to take a year

 


COLUMBUS -- The U.S. EPA reported on March 3 that DuPont would phase-out the Teflon chemical PFOA by 2015. Wal-Mart, the world's largest retailer, is working to remove such chemicals from their packaging and expects it to be “definitely a year” before changes are taking place.


Matt Kistler, Wal-Mart's Vice President for Product Development and Private Brands told Simona Vaclavikova, Ohio Citizen Action Columbus Area Program Director, during conversations, which go back to March 31, that Wal-Mart is already working with their suppliers on this goal.  He said Wal-Mart's regular meetings with suppliers now include discussions about Teflon chemicals and the suppliers' ability to switch to different materials.  Kistler reported that Wal-Mart's suppliers have been responsive to this issue.
 
Kistler said that Wal-Mart is learning that some suppliers can make this switch faster than others. The schedule varies by size of supplier and by food category.  In some cases, for example, a larger supplier will simply have an easier time financing the switch to new materials and manufacturing techniques.
 
Kistler said the company is learning more about what is involved in this switch on a month-to-month basis, and now expects it to be “definitely a year” before changes are taking place.

 
Vaclavikova said; "Wal-Mart's initiative shows that even the largest firms can remove Teflon chemicals in a reasonable amount of time, and it puts market pressure on other companies to follow suit.  This is a big step forward for consumers."
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