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Ohio Citizen Action names names:

ConAgra Foods uses Teflon chemicals in packaging

In the wake of a damaging DuPont whistleblower report, Ohio Citizen Action has started naming names.  It says food giant ConAgra has acknowledged using Teflon chemicals in its food packaging.   

ConAgra brands include Orville Redenbacher and Act II popcorn, Armour meats, Banquet chicken, Blue Bonnet margarine, Butterball turkey, Chef Boyardee, Eckrich Beef, Gulden’s mustard, Healthy Choice foods, Hebrew National sausages, Hunt’s tomato products, Knott’s Berry Farm jellies, LaChoy Chinese foods, MaMa Rosa’s pizzas, Parkay spread, Peter Pan peanut butter, ReddiWhip whipped cream, Slim Jims, Swiss Miss cocoa, Wesson Oil, and many others. 

"If the regulatory agencies change their position on the use of these substances [perfluoroctanoic acids] in food packaging materials, we will support and comply with their direction."  (Patricia Verduin, Senior Vice President and Director, Office of Product Quality and Development, ConAgra Foods, letter to Simona Vaclavikova, Ohio Citizen Action, Sept 19, 2005).

Citizen Action spokeswoman Simona Vaclavikova said, “Clearly, if ConAgra didn’t use Teflon chemicals, there wouldn’t be anything to comply with.”

Vaclavikova said Ohio Citizen Action members have begun writing to their neighborhood grocers, telling them that they do not want Teflon chemicals to be used in Orville Redenbacher popcorn or any other microwave popcorn sold in the store.  

Yesterday, in a press conference sponsored by the Environmental Working Group, former DuPont scientist Glenn Evers told reporters that the company “hid studies showing the risks of a Teflon-related chemical used to line candy wrappers, pizza boxes, microwave popcorn bags and hundreds of other food containers,” (John Heilprin, Associated Press, November 16, 2005).

According to the AP report, “One of the documents, a 1987 memo, cites laboratory tests showing the chemical came off paper coating and leached into foods at levels three times higher than the FDA limit set in 1967.”

The Ohio Citizen Action website (http://www.ohiocitizen.org) includes copies of all correspondence from companies the group has surveyed.   Spokeswoman Vaclavikova said that the citizens group was continuing to survey companies on their use of Teflon chemicals in food packaging, and would post responses on their website as received.

Ohio Citizen Action is the state’s largest environmental organization, with 100,000 dues-paying members.   A non-profit, non-partisan organization, Ohio Citizen Action was founded in 1975.

