COLUMBUS  STEEL  DRUM   TIMELINE     (last updated 02/06/04)
02/27/02
Ohio Citizen Action begins the Columbus Steel Drum good-neighbor campaign.

03/27/02
Simona Vaclavikova, Columbus Program Director for Ohio Citizen Action, meets with Edward Paul, Chief Executive Officer of Columbus Steel Drum, to inform him about the campaign, the organization’s goals and see if he would like to work together on this “good neighbor” issue.  Mr. Paul refuses to acknowledge the environmental problems caused by his facility and considers many of the neighbor’s concerns unsupported.

04/10/02
Ohio Citizen Action tours the Columbus Steel Drum facility, hosted by Mr. Paul and Ron Gannan, the Operations Manager. 

04/18/02 
City of Columbus, Division of Sewerage and Drainage, and Columbus Steel Drum enter into“Consent Compliance Order and Assessment of Administrative Fine”.  The fines total $13,800 for 57 separate violations (of Columbus City Codes Chapter 1145 and Columbus Steel Drum discharge permit) in the last 6 months.  Columbus Steel Drum was determined to be in Significant Noncompliance of the Industrial Pretreatment Program regulations during 2001 for chloroform and in 2002 for chronic violation of carbon disulfide and chloroform; and 10 times greater than discharge limit for bromomethane.  Under the Order, a Milestone Activities Schedule is set up.

05/08/02 
A power outage on a furnace scrubber unit at Columbus Steel Drum

                        results in 71 natural gas-like odor complaints to Mifflin Township Fire 

                       department, Gahanna Police department and Columbia Gas, all in one day. 

It was blamed on a power failure at the plant along with low cloud cover 

that kept exhaust from dissipating into the air.  

05/15/02 
Gahanna News article “Residents Raise Stink Over Odor”
05/15/02
OEPA “Seventh Notice of Violation” concludes that Columbus Steel  

                        Drum is operating in violation of it’s Title V (Clean Air Act) Operating

                        permit.  

05/28/02 
Mifflin Township Fire Dept files a Verified Complaint (for air odor nuisances) with Ohio EPA against Columbus Steel Drum 

June 2002 
Columbus Steel Drum tries to illegally dump hazardous waste in domestic landfill. 

06/28/02
Columbus Steel Drum submits Multi-Media Compliance Plan to OEPA, per their meeting with the OEPA on 5/31/02.  Columbus Steel Drum also reiterates that they believe the addition of Cathy Clayton to the staff will solve their environmental issues. 

07/11/02
Ohio Citizen Action holds 1st Community Meeting for concerned residents.  People express interest in filing Verified Complaints. Franklin County Health Dept will try to get funding from Ohio Dept of Health (ODH) and/or Ohio Dept Natural Resources (ODNR) to pay for well testing in the area. 

07/18/02
City of Columbus, Division of Sewerage & Drainage, sends Notice of Assessment of Administrative Fine to Columbus Steel Drum. The new payment schedule replaces the Consent Order dated 04/18/02 and includes fines for additional violations (chloroform, zinc, carbon disulfide) in April and May.  The new total is $21,400.    

07/18/02 
City of Gahanna files a Verified Complaint (for air odors) with the Ohio

                        EPA against Columbus Steel Drum. 

07/24/02 
Dayton Freight filed an odor complaint with the Ohio EPA against

                       Columbus Steel Drum. 

07/30/02
Jefferson Township files a 60-Day Intent to Sue against Columbus Steel

                        Drum  for violating the Clean Air Act.  The Jefferson Board of Trustees

                        requested that the Franklin County Prosecuting Attorney file the Intent to

                       Sue because in spite of repeated notices of violation, the OEPA has not

                       taken any legal or enforcement action. 

08/08/02
Gahanna city officials have a meeting about Columbus Steel Drum problems.  Franklin County Health department did their own file review at Ohio EPA and found a lot of disturbing information. They requested over 300 copies of documents and still have only received about 1/3 of those from the OEPA.  When they get the paperwork, they will apply for funding from the Ohio Department of Health and Ohio Department of Natural Resources for well testing in the area.  

08/09/02
Ohio EPA, Division of Air Pollution, sends notice to Columbus Steel      

                        Drum regarding their Compliance Plan 6/28/02 – they are not fulfilling

                       their promises – they need to submit all requested info within 30 days   

                      - which would be 9/09/02. 

08/15/02 
People have been complaining of really bad odors lately. The neighbors

                       describe it as a “natural gas smell”.  Neighboring businesses describe a

                      “paint thinner smell”.

08/17/02
Franklin County Health department files Verified Complaints, for both air & water complaints about Columbus Steel Drum with the Ohio EPA.

08/22/02
Ohio Citizen Action holds 2nd Community Meeting. 17 Verified Complaints are collected from neighbors at the meeting.   A representative from USEPA in Chicago is there – Kathy Triantafillou.  People will be making calls to USEPA, Franklin Co Health, and the Ohio Attorney General’s office to have their complaints logged. 

08/22/02
Rocky Fork newspaper article:  “Township Plans Legal Action Against Company”  

08/28/02  
The 17 Verified Complaints from neighbors at the Community Meeting are hand delivered to Ohio EPA and date stamped.

08/28/02
Gahanna News article “Company in hot water with EPA, local group”
09/05/02
Columbus Dispatch article “Threat of Suit pushes EPA to Act on Polluter”

09/11/02
City of Columbus Sewer fines Columbus Steel Drum $2,500 for their last 3 violations (arsenic and cyanide) in July and August of 2002. 

09/17/02
City of Columbus meets with Columbus Steel Drum to discuss compliance issues regarding last program violation issued 08/23/02.  They resolve to extend dates for installing the ozonator (wastewater treatment to facilitate cyanide removal).  The new dates are 10/21/02 to submit the engineering report; 12/17/02 for submitting the PTI application.

09/20/02
Ohio EPA finalizes its Enforcement Package based on air violations against Columbus Steel Drum and sends to the Attorney General office.

09/26/02 
Ohio Citizen Action holds 3rd Community Meeting (invited speakers include Cedika White, the City of Gahanna, Chief Dale Ingram, Jefferson Fire, Paul Wenning, Franklin County Board of Health). 

09/30/02 
Columbus Steel Drum installed as many as three new scrubbers (control devices) by the end of this month to fight the odors and air pollution problems. The effectiveness of these scrubbers still needs to be determined. 

09/30/02
Columbus Steel Drum is scheduled to perform a stack test on the furnace emission unit. This unit failed the stack test back in April 2001 when it was found to be releasing dangerous pollutants such as chromium, lead, and particulate matter into the air sometimes as much as 5 times over the legal limit.  

10/01/02 
Columbus Steel Drum’s Manager, Ron Grannan and a new Environmental Manager, Gary Davis are meeting with Ohio Citizen Action to go over the Multi-Media Compliance Plan and Schedule.

10/02/02
Gahanna News article “Residents, group meet to fight alleged polluter”

10/09/02
Gahanna News publishes the Columbus Steel Drum cartoon done by Strohmeyer.
10/09/02
Columbus Steel Drum has a bad odor day.  The Ohio EPA receives several complaints including those from Gahanna, Jefferson, St. Matthew School, McGraw-Hill, and Columbia Gas.  The gas company had approximately 60 natural gas complaints that day, which they attribute to Columbus Steel Drum.  They are exploring ways to bill Columbus Steel Drum for lost time and wages spent on calls due to their odor. 

10/11/02
The Ohio EPA Division of Hazardous Waste Management sends letter to Columbus Steel Drum siting them for several violation of Ohio’s hazardous waste rules.  In June and July of 2002, they sent 3 shipments (approx 35,000 lb. each) of hazardous waste to a sanitary solid waste landfill instead of a permitted  treatment, storage, and disposal facility.  They were also sited for letting waste accumulate on site for 231 days (more than the 90 days allowed by law without a proper hazardous waste storage permit).  The letter outlines several things that need to be done within 30 and 60 days.  Due to the serious nature of some of these violations, Columbus Steel Drum is being referred to the Central Office of the Ohio EPA for possible enforcement consideration.

10/15/02
Mifflin Fire Department received odor complaints about Steel Drum from local businesses.  The fire chief reported it to the Ohio EPA, describing the odor as similar to natural gas with a pesticide component and burnt paint smell.

10/23/02
The Ohio Attorney General sends notice to Columbus Steel Drum that their air, water and hazardous waste violations have been turned over to them for legal action.  The Attorney General requests that Columbus Steel Drum meet with her office on or before 11/08/02 to resolve the overwhelming odor complaints.  Otherwise, the State intends to file a lawsuit and pursue immediate injunctive relief in the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas.      

10/24/02
Ohio Citizen Action holds the 4th Community Action Meeting.  A core group of citizens put together more action items to follow up on.

10/25/02
At least 10 employees of McGraw Hill left work early, as vapors and odors from Columbus Steel Drum flooded the 1st and 2nd floors of the McGraw Hill facility. 

10/31/02
Rocky Fork Enterprise Article “Columbus Steel Drum put on notice”

11/07/03
WCMH Channel 4 broadcasts News Report about Columbus Steel Drum.
11/08/02
The Ohio Attorney General, Betty Montgomery, files a lawsuit in Franklin County Environmental Court against defendant, Columbus Steel Drum.  The State is seeking Preliminary and Permanent Injunctive Relief as well as Civil Penalties.   A public hearing is set for December 5th, 2002.   

11/09/02
Columbus Dispatch article “State files suit to close drum recycler”.

11/13/02
Gahanna News article “Injunction request filed on ‘nuisance’

                        allegations”
11/21/02
The community group, Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment meets for the 5th time.  Much organizing is done in regard to the December 5th scheduled public hearing.  The group gives themselves the name Gahanna- Jefferson:  Citizens for a Safe Environment (G-J CASE). 

11/26/02
Ohio Attorney General and Columbus Steel Drum enter into Agreed Order for Preliminary Injunctive Relief authorized by Judge Pfeiffer Jr. of Franklin County Municipal Court.  Columbus Steel Drum agrees to have a third-party consultant, RK & Associates, conduct an odor review and abatement study.  The final report, including an evaluation and recommendations, must be submitted to the Ohio EPA.  The public hearing for Preliminary Injunctive Relief scheduled for December 5th is postponed until January 23rd 2003.   

11/27/02
Mayor Becky Stinchcomb of Gahanna sends letter to Ohio Citizen Action Program Director, Simona Vaclavikova, expressing Gahanna’s shared concerns about Columbus Steel Drum’s pollution.  She states that her administrative staff is doing everything possible to eradicate this problem.

11/27/02
Columbus Dispatch article “Plant accused of foul odors gets reprieve”

11/28/02
Rocky Fork Enterprise article “Agencies: water near CSD isn’t polluted”

12/01/02
WBNS-TV10 runs special report on Columbus Steel Drum during 11pm Eyewitness News. They include quotes from the Ohio EPA, Ohio Citizen Action, Marjorie Koch of the community group, and Ron Grannan of Columbus Steel Drum  

12/05/02
Gahanna-Jefferson: Citizens for a Safe Environment meets to discuss organizational matters. 

12/05/02
Rocky Fork Enterprise article “Hearing on CSD put off until Jan 23rd”

12/19/02
An incident report is filed by Mifflin Township department.  After receiving several complaints of natural gas-like odors and paint-like odors, they went on site to investigate.  They witnessed a large black cloud of smoke rising from the thermal reclamation furnace.  They also discovered that the overhead door (150’ up) had been damaged 2 weeks earlier in an explosion from the furnace.  The Ohio EPA was there to witness it as well.

12/24/02
Letter sent from the Ohio Attorney General to Columbus Steel Drum attorneys, expressing disappointment that Columbus Steel Drum had not yet completed the air sampling and analysis.  The AG’s office also questioned whether the odor review and abatement study is truly comprehensive and consistent with RK & Associate’s Scope of Work that was attached to the Agreed Order.

01/09/03
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment community meeting. 

01/16/03
Article in Rocky Fork Enterprise “Judges resignation irks CSD opponents”

01/23/03
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment meeting.

02/04/03
Ohio EPA sends 8th Notice of Violation to Columbus Steel Drum for being out of compliance with various permits including their Title V Operating permit. 

02/06/03
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment community meeting
02/06/03
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment sends a letter to Ohio EPA Director, Chris Jones, asking them to revoke Columbus Steel Drum's Title V Operating Permit for their air emissions.  

02/14/03
Mifflin Township Fire Department files an incident report citing odor complaints.

02/18/03
Harlan H. Hale begins his tenure as Judge in the Franklin County Environmental Court.

02/20/03
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment community meeting
03/06/03
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment community meeting
03/11/03
Wilbur Smith, a member of Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment, writes a letter to Judge Hale expressing concern over possible settlement with Columbus Steel Drum. 

03/18/03 
The letter writing target is switched to Karen Heyob at Honda, a  customer of Columbus Steel Drum. 

03/20/03
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment community meeting
03/21/03
Members of Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment hand deliver copies of the Gahanna odor surveys to Doug Curran at the Ohio Attorney General’s office.

03/26/03 
The Hearing with the Judge was cancelled because Columbus Steel Drum's lawyers said they weren’t ready.

03/27/03
 Article in Rocky Fork Enterprise “State and CSD Might Settle Case”

04/05/03
Article in Rocky Fork Enterprise “Judge in CSD suit issues deadline”
04/09/03
Judge Harlan Hale signs Second Agreed Order of Preliminary Injunctive Relief – which addresses the 2 counts of: 1 -public nuisance and 2- odor complaints.   The Agreed Order includes a timeline spanning 6 months for Columbus Steel Drum to come within compliance for odors and public nuisance only. The rest of the lawsuit for air violations (27 counts) is scheduled for a hearing in April 2004.
Several members of GJ CASE are present in the judges chambers to witness the signing of the 2nd Agreed Order and hear the judges remarks. 

04/10/03
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment community meeting. 

04/10/03
Article in Columbus Dispatch “Factory will try to reduce foul odor”. 

04/10/03
Article in Gahanna News “State, Steel Drum reach agreement.”

04/16/03
Article in Gahanna News “Columbus Steel Drum must add equipment, monitor”. 

04/17/03
Article in Rocky Fork Enterprise: “State isn’t done with Steel Drum”.
04/21/03
An incident report is completed by Penske Truck Leasing company, which is located west of Columbus Steel Drum. An emergency call was made to Mifflin Fire because several workers complained of burning and watering eyes resulting from a chemical smell being emitted from Columbus Steel Drum.  One worker complained of a strong sulfuric acid odor which caused his throat to burn and his eyes to tear uncontrollably.  The shop foreman said the odor has been on and off for a long time but this is the worst he has ever experienced.  When approached, Columbus Steel Drum claimed that everything was running fine that day.      

05/01/03
G-J CASE meets with the management of Columbus Steel Drum including the president, Edward Paul; Dan Wheeler, Vice President of Operations; Ron Grannan, Operations Manager; Gary Davis, Environmental Manager; and Robert Johnson, Health and Safety Manager.  The management team from Columbus Steel Drum agreed to provide us with a list of information (including their emergency response training, drum acceptance & handling policies and procedures, information on all chemicals regularly maintained on site, evacuation policies, accident modeling, and other parts of their contingency plan) and take us on a tour of the facility scheduled for 5/21/03.  They also agreed to participate in a Community Hazard Assessment Team (made up of members of the community and local decision makers), which will address health and safety hazards in the community.   

05/02/03
Simon Vaclavikova receives letter from Karen Heyob of Honda, in which she explains that they have met with Columbus Steel Drum to discuss their ongoing environmental issues, reviewed their environmental and compliance status, toured the facility, and encouraged Columbus Steel Drum to work with governmental agencies and their local community.

05/08/03
Email from Dan Wheeler, Vice President of Operations, thanking us for the meeting with the managers and reaffirming that they will put the information package together in time for our visit on 05/21/03.   


05/08/03
Plaintiff State of Ohio’s First Amended Complaint for Civil Penalties and Permanent Injunctive Relief was filed in Franklin County Municipal Court.


05/09/03
Columbus Steel Drum's 30-Day Status Report is due.    

05/13/03
Plaintiff State of Ohio’s Motion for Partial Summary Judgment and Injunctive Relief was filed in Franklin County Municipal Court. 
  

05/15/03 
Article in Rocky Fork Enterprise “Company joins environmental protection team”.    

05/21/03
Columbus Steel Drum opens its doors for 2 tours of their facility. Edward Paul, the president, Dan Wheeler, the vice president, and the 3 managers were present to conduct the tour and answer any questions.  Both the morning tour and afternoon tour were well attended by members of Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment.     

05/22/03
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment community meeting.  We discussed everyone’s impressions, concerns, and results of the Columbus Steel Drum's tour which took place the day before.  Gary Davis of Columbus Steel Drum is present to deliver some of the information they had agreed to provide (at our 5/1/03 meeting), including a comprehensive pollution prevention plan, waste analysis plan, and integrated contingency plan.  However, they were not willing or able to give us a copy of the material data safety sheets (MSDS) as of yet.  Gary agreed to get us copies in the future.     

05/27/03
Answer of Defendants to Plaintiff’s First Amended Complaint filed with Franklin County Municipal Court. 

05/30/03
Letter target switched from Honda to Gary Davis of Columbus Steel Drum.

06/06/03
Article in The Cincinnati Post:  “Lower Price Hill battles ‘blight’ tag” which discusses the possibly contaminated Queen City Barrel property on South Street in Cincinnati.   The industrial site is targeted for cleanup if state and federal funds are secured.  The residents prefer that the company foots the bill.  Taxpayer money shouldn’t be used to clean Queen City Barrel, which is a sister company to Columbus Steel Drum. 
06/08/03  
Columbus Steel Drum's 30-Day Status Report is due

06/11/03
Gahanna News prints notice under “Focus Groups”: Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment is looking for experts to participate in Community Hazard Assessment Team.  As a result, Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment receives offers from several local citizens who are experts in related hazard assessment fields. Also, the Odor Surveys are made available to the public with instructions on where to get and submit forms. 

06/12/03
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment community meeting.  We review the documents we have received from Columbus Steel Drum thus far.  The group will be contacting other agencies (Ohio EPA, Columbus Sewer Dept, etc) to see what else we can find. We will continue working with Gary Davis to get a complete set of the Material Data Safety Sheets.  In the meantime, we are putting together a list of potential experts for the Community Hazard Assessment Team, who we will contact individually.  

06/25/03     
In accordance with the Second Agreed Order, the Engineering Evaluation

  

for Scrubbers on Emission Units P015, P016, P017  and the Ventilation

 

Engineering Report for Emission Units K001, K002, K003, P015, P016,

P017 was prepared and submitted by Environmental Quality Management Inc. 

07/08/03   
Columbus Steel Drum's 30-Day Status Report is due.  The Comprehensive

Engineering Report of the drum reclamation furnace was prepared and submitted by R&R Technology Inc. 

07/09/03  
The Ohio EPA Division of Water Pollution, issues a Permit to Install (PTI) so Columbus Steel Drum can install an air stripper (for VOC removal) and ozonator (for oxidation of cyanide).  Columbus Steel Drum has 90 days to install this equipment (by 10/09/03). The pretreatment system is being upgraded to satisfy a Consent Agreement that Columbus Steel Drum entered with the city of Columbus in March 2002.  

07/10/03  
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment community meeting

07/12/03  
Jefferson Township Ice Cream Social is held at the Jefferson Township Park from 2:00 - 6:00 pm.  Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment has an information booth.

07/18/03  
Members of Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment, Franklin County Health department and Ohio Citizen Action take 2 water samples: one of Columbus Steel Drum's surface water outfall at Unzinger Ditch and one above the outfall.  The samples are taken to an independent lab for evaluation (see website for photos). 

08/07/03  
Columbus Steel Drum’s 30-Day Status Report is due.  

08/28/03 
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment meeting.  Gary Davis and Ron Grannan of Columbus Steel Drum also attend the meeting.  In the spirit of good faith between Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment and Columbus Steel Drum, Ohio Citizen Action will suspend the letter writing campaign to the company.  

09/06/03   
Columbus Steel Drum’s 30-Day Status Report.

09/23/03   
Columbus Steel Drum has an accidental chemical release after a drum gets

stuck in the furnace. The chemical vapors react to release an ammonia plume throughout the community. After 4 fire departments respond and 1 fireman is treated for inhalation, the Steel Drum employees are evacuated.  The Ohio EPA does an inspection report of the facility and says they will send it out in a few weeks.

10/06/03   
Columbus Steel Drum’s 30-Day Status Report. Today is the final deadline for all the requirements set forth in the Second Agreed Order.  The Ohio EPA will evaluate Steel Drum’s final status of compliance with the order and follow through with the Ohio Attorney General’s office.

10/08/03   
Columbus Sewer department issues a Notice of Violation (NOV) against

Columbus Steel Drum for their phenol release to the sewer system in September. 

10/09/03 
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment community meeting.  Members discuss the strategy for how to respond to the compliance status of Columbus Steel Drum.  Area newspapers are notified. 

10/10/03   
Ohio EPA sends a Notice of Violation (NOV) to Columbus Steel Drum for

                 
violations of their air emission unit P009.

10/17/03   
Columbus Steel Drum submits the final 30-Day Status Report due under the Agreed Order.  The requirement to raise the stack height of their emission units to 86 feel was not done yet because they were late in requesting approval from the Federal Aviation Administration.  


11/21/03   
The Ohio EPA sends a facility inspection report (from the 9/23 incident) 


and the resulting Notice of Violation to Columbus Steel Drum.  After        

            inspecting the facility to determine their compliance with the Agreed 

            Order, the Ohio EPA noted several compliance deficiencies, many of 

            which have been ongoing for a significant length of time and brought to the  

            company’s attention multiple times.  This 9 page letter of violation outlines

            all the compliance deficiencies.

12/08/03   
Columbus Steel Drum’s press release claiming they’re in compliance.


12/08/03   
Columbus Dispatch article “Recycler of steel barrels faces new flak

                        from EPA”.  According to Roger McCoy of WBNS-10TV, the Ohio

                       Attorney General’s office will file a contempt motion in Franklin County

                       Environmental Court against Columbus Steel Drum.  He says if the

company is found to be in contempt of court, the judge could order the plant shut down.   


12/10/03  
The Ohio EPA, Division of Surface Water, sends Notice of Violation to     

Columbus Steel Drum for NPDES permit violations found during tests done in March and April of 2003.  Those tests were done as a result of complaints from the community and Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment. 


12/10/03  
Gahanna News article “Plant may be called on contempt if  

                       improvements are not met”.  

12/15/03  
Columbus Steel Drum response letter to the Ohio EPA regarding the

November Notice of Violation. 


12/18/03  
Rocky Fork Enterprise article “State attorney general’s next action won’t close CSD”. 


01/06/04  
Columbus Steel Drum submits Defendant’s Status Report to the Ohio Attorney General’s office.

01/07/04   
Mifflin Fire Department responds to Penske’s complaint of a strong foreign

odor (similar to chlorine) that is causing employees to have serious nose and eye irritation.  Upon arrival, fire department personnel detect a strong odor similar to paint fumes coming from Columbus Steel Drum.  Employees are taken indoors to relieve their physical symptoms.   


01/12/04   
The City of Gahanna meeting.   Mayor Becky Stinchcomb and Cedika

White present a proposal for redeveloping the property on Blatt Blvd, if 

Columbus Steel Drum moves out.  They have been told that the owner,

Sidney Blatt, is trying to evict Columbus Steel Drum.  Gahanna also plans

to apply for grant money from Ohio’s Clean Ohio Fund to clean up the site.   

   
01/14/04   
Gahanna News article “Plant officials still fighting battle to stay open”.  

01/15/04    
Gahanna-Jefferson Citizens for a Safe Environment meeting.  Mayor Becky Stinchcomb, from the city of Gahanna, makes a presentation to the group about the proposal to get Columbus Steel Drum to move out of the area.  Steel Drum claims that their lease of the property is up for renewal in June of 2004. Gahanna said the owner of the land, Sidney Blatt, is trying to get Steel Drum evicted.  In the meantime, Gahanna is working with Duke Realty on plans to clean up and  redevelop that site as light industrial.  Their plan is also contingent on the possibility of getting clean up funds from the EPA.  In spite of all this, the company is claiming that Gahanna’s plan will not work because they are planning to buy the property themselves.  

01/16/04    
Columbus Dispatch article “Steel Drum recycler expected to be ousted from Gahanna site”. 

01/21/04    
Attorneys from the Ohio Attorney General’s office and Columbus Steel Drum meet with Judge Harlan Hale to discuss the ending status of the 2nd Agreed Order.  They decide to reconvene on February 2nd.  They also reset the hearing date (originally scheduled for April 2004) to September of 2004.

01/21/04   
Plaintiff, the Ohio Attorney General, files Response to Defendant’s January 

                 
Status Report. 

01/21/04   
Sidney Blatt and Franklin Steel, the owner of the property that is leased to 

                 
Columbus Steel Drum, filed a civil suit asking the court to eject  the company from the property. According to the attorney for Franklin Steel, Columbus Steel Drum was notified it would not be allowed to occupy the property after December 31st.  

01/21/04    
The Ohio Attorney General’s office also files Motion for Contempt against 

                  
Columbus Steel Drum for failing to meet all the requirements of the 2nd
                 
Agreed Order.

01/22/04    
Rocky Fork Enterprise article “CSD launches fight to stay in business”. 

01/28/04   
Gahanna News article “Partnership merges to assess plant pollution”. 

01/29/04   
Rocky Fork Enterprise article “Facility owner wants CSD out”. 

02/02/04   
Judge Hale held a status conference between the Attorney General’s office and Columbus Steel Drum.  The company is contesting the contempt charges filed by the attorney general’s office.  The judge set the hearing for April 7th, 2004.       

02/02/04   
The Gahanna City Council passes an ordinance authorizing the city to spend up to $300,000 on environmental assessments of the Columbus Steel Drum plant and the property on which it is located.  The assessments, which detail all the contamination and the remediation necessary to clean it up, will be used in the application process for Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund grant money.  In addition, the city of Gahanna also previously submitted an application for U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant money, which if awarded, would be used to reimburse the $300,000.          

02/04/04   
Gahanna News article “City, Duke puts on white gloves”. 

02/05/04   
Rocky Fork Enterprise article “Mayor backs off recall suggestion”. 

