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DEAR PRESIDENT                        ,

We, the undersigned, are writing you concerning the Energy Initiative Advisory Committee of
the National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges.

 Ohio State University President E. Gordon Gee, a co-chair of this committee, is a director and
Chairman of the Safety, Environmental and Public Policy Committee of Massey Energy
Company.  Massey Energy is based in Richmond, Virginia, and mines the highest volume of
coal through surface mining in Central Appalachia.  Massey’s surface mining operations
include mountaintop removal.

Mountaintop removal mining has already destroyed over 500 mountains in Central Appala-
chia.  When mountains are leveled, ecosystems are disrupted, drinking water supplies con-
taminated with heavy metals and other toxins, and communities abandoned.

At the beginning of April, Dr. Gee said, “If I can’t make a difference on a board then I will not
serve.”

Dr. Gee joined Massey’s board in 2000. Since then, Massey has dramatically increased its
mountaintop removal operations.  It also violated the Clean Water Act over 4,500 times be-
tween January 2000 and December 2006, leading to the largest U.S. EPA lawsuit settlement in
history.

Whatever Dr. Gee has said or done behind closed doors at Massey, it is now clear that he has
not made a difference. The company continues — to this day — to commit the worst environ-
mental atrocity of our time, mountaintop removal.



We are eager to see the Energy Initiative Advisory Committee of the National Association of
State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges take positive steps towards clean and renewable
energy.  To do so it needs to separate itself from the worst practices of the past.

We hope you will join us in urging Dr. Gee to resign from the board of directors of Massey
Energy.

Please, do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Sandy Buchanan, Executive Director
Ohio Citizen Action
614 W. Superior Ave, Suite 1200
Cleveland, OH 44113
216-861-5200

Wess Harris, President
Appalachian Community Services, Inc.
229 Birtrice Rd.
Gay, WV 25244
304-927-5333

Cyndi Roper, Michigan Director
Clean Water Action
1200 Michigan Ave Suite A
East Lansing, MI 48823

Julia Bonds, Co-Director
Coal River Mountain Watch
P.O. Box 651
Whitesville, WV 25209
304-854-2182

Mary Mitchell, Energy Coordinator
Dakota Resources Council
103 1/3 South 3rd St
Bismarck, ND 58504+701-224-8587

Alan Muller, Executive Director
Green Delaware
Box 69
Port Penn, DE 19731
302-834-3466



Elisa Young, Founder
Meigs Citizen Action Now!
740-416-269

Vivian Stockman, Program Coordinator
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
1250 County Road 70
Proctorville, OH 45669
740-886-5796

Tom “Smitty” Smith, State Director
Public Citizen Texas Office
1303 San Antonio St
Austin, Texas 78701
512-477-1155

Dwight Billings, Professor of Sociology
University of Kentucky
1577 Patterson Office Tower
Lexington, KY 40506
859-257-4412

John Blair, President
Valley Watch, Inc.
800 Adams Avenue
Evansville, IN 47713
812-646-5663


