EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson                                                                                             November 10, 2009

USEPA Headquarters

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.

Washington, DC 20460

Subject: Stop MTR on Coal River Mountain

Dear Administrator Jackson,

As a person of faith, I know we are called to be stewards of the Earth and care for our neighbors. The EPA shares in this calling by protecting our land, water and other resources for the benefit and health of all of Creation from generation to generation.  

I am greatly troubled to hear that mountaintop removal mining has begun on the Coal River Mountain, West Virginia. This is especially troublesome to know when this project has been opposed by many in the surrounding communities, especially by citizens who favor building a wind farm on the mountain as a way to protect the mountain for current and future generations which will: 1. Provide energy for more than 75,000 homes, and 2. Create good "green" permanent jobs for residents who live in the surrounding valleys. The Appalachian Mountains are a part of the United States’ natural heritage which is under your protection from pollution and miss-use. 

How can the EPA ignore: 1. The differences between the extreme environmental impacts of mountain top removal and the lesser impacts due to the creation of a wind farm; 2. The difference between short term local employment related to mining and the long term benefit of employment associated with wind farm development; and 3. The high risk of surface and ground water pollution and local health costs related to mountain top removal mining compared to clean energy production?  Sadly, mountaintop removal only favors a short term economic gain over the long term protection of these ancient mountains and their unique cultural and wildlife communities which is priceless.

Mountaintop removal practices are a slap in the face to the vision of our country's clean energy future that President Obama has supported so often. The continued production of dirty energy flies against the mission and legacy of the Department of the Environmental Protection Agency.

Obviously this is a new and promising era for the EPA. I appreciate and thank you for all that has been done by the EPA so far in your term as administrator to slow the growth of mountaintop removal mines. But now I strongly urge you to intervene in any way you can to stop the activity of mountaintop removal mining on Coal River Mountain. Please offer your leadership and support to local Appalachian citizens who are working to establish a wind farm clean energy project on Coal River Mountain as a sustainable alternative to the mountaintop mining. 

Every blast of dynamite, every road cut, the movement of heavy machinery and the surface removal of tons upon tons of coal causes continued air, water and land pollution and local health hazards. The price of coal does not cover the high cost to the environment or the high cost to health.

Genesis Chapter 2 teaches that we called by God to till and tend God's garden and cultivate and protect the natural resources of this world for future generations. Therefore, I say that the EPA mission falls under this moral imperative. Unfortunately, mountaintop removal mining permanently scars the face of God's creation. Please do all that you can at the EPA to ensure cleaner and less destructive energy resources for the future for our nation.

Sincerely,

The Reverend Frank A Edmands II

CC  President Barack Obama 

