IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO

EASTERN DIVISION

OHIO CITIZEN ACTION, CITIZENS ACTION
) 

COALITION OF INDIANA, INC., HOOSIER
)

ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL, VALLEY 
)

WATCH, INC., OHIO VALLEY


)

ENVIRONMENTAL COALITION, WEST
 
)      Consolidated Civil Action Nos. 

VIRGINIA ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL, 
)      C2-99-1182 and C2-99-1250

CLEAN AIR COUNCIL, UNITED STATES 
)


PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP,

)      Judge Edmund A. Sargus, Jr.

IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA, 
)      Magistrate Judge Terence Kemp

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION, 

)

INDIANA WILDLIFE FEDERATION, LEAGUE
)

OF OHIO SPORTSMEN, SIERRA CLUB,

)

and NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE

) 

COUNCIL, INC.,




)








)




Plaintiffs,


)








)



v.




)








)

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER SERVICE
)

CORPORATION; INDIANA MICHIGAN

)

POWER COMPANY, d/b/a AMERICAN

)

ELECTRIC POWER; OHIO POWER 

)

COMPANY, d/b/a AMERICAN ELECTRIC
)

POWER; APPALACHIAN POWER


)

COMPANY, d/b/a AMERICAN ELECTRIC
)

POWER; CARDINAL OPERATING

)

COMPANY; and COLUMBUS SOUTHERN
)

POWER COMPANY, d/b/a AMERICAN

) 

ELECTRIC POWER,




)








)




Defendants.


)

STATE OF OHIO


)

COUNTY OF HAMILTON

)

DECLARATION OF RACHAEL BELZ 
I, Rachael Belz, hereby declare and state:

1. I reside at 4515 Langland Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45233.  I have resided at this address since January 2000, and have lived in Cincinnati since July 1996.   
2. I have been a member of Ohio Citizen Action since July 1996.  I also work for Ohio Citizen Action as a Development Director in the organization’s Cincinnati office.
3. My home is located approximately 30 miles east of Lawrenceburg, Indiana, where American Electric Power’s Tanners Creek plant is located.  
4. I moved to Cincinnati in 1996 from Nebraska. Prior to moving to Cincinnati, I was in good health overall, did not suffer from asthma or other breathing difficulties, and had only minor allergies.  While living in Nebraska, I would regularly engage in outdoor activity, such as hiking, bicycling, and running. 

5. Upon moving to Cincinnati, I found the air quality to be very poor and soon developed severe asthma and allergies.  In 1997, my doctor prescribed 4 medicines for my asthma and allergies which I remain on to this day.  These medications cost me at least $80 per month for my health insurance co-pay alone.  Due to the poor air quality in the area, I avoid going outside as much as possible, especially during the summer.  Since moving to Cincinnati, I almost never run or bicycle outdoors, and now exercise almost exclusively indoors.  

6. My asthma has caused me to have to go to the urgent care center at the local hospital at least 3 times since moving to Cincinnati.  In July 2001, I spent a week in Utah, where I had no difficulties with my asthma or breathing.  The night I returned to Cincinnati from Utah, however, I suffered an asthma attack that required me to go to urgent care. 

7. I believe that the emissions from AEP’s Tanners Creek plant are a major contributor to the asthma and other problems related to air pollution that I have experienced since moving to Cincinnati.  I know from Environmental Protection Agency data and press reports that the Tanners Creek plant emits significant quantities of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and other pollutants that can cause breathing difficulties and exacerbate asthma conditions.    
8. I strongly believe that AEP should be required to comply with the Clean Air Act and reduce its emissions, so that air quality in Cincinnati will improve.  Therefore, I fully support Ohio Citizen Action’s lawsuit against the AEP Tanners Creek plant for violations of the Clean Air Act.  
I declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.

Executed on December 16, 2004








s/Rachael Belz










Rachael Belz
PAGE  

