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American Electric Power agrees to record-breaking $4.6 billion 
clean-up of 16 coal plants to settle Ohio Citizen Action et al v. AEP et al 
COLUMBUS – Columbus-based American Electric Power (AEP) today agreed to a $4.6 billion clean-up of sixteen coal plants in five states to settle the Ohio Citizen Action et al v. AEP et al lawsuit. 
More emission cuts are required under today’s agreement than in any other single air pollution settlement in history, according to the U.S. EPA.

Ohio Citizen Action Executive Director Sandy Buchanan said, “Citizens of the five states and our downwind neighbors have just won an unprecedented public health victory. We regret that it took eight years and a legal two-by-four to get AEP’s attention.” 

Ten of the coal plants are in Ohio or on its border, including Cardinal (Brilliant), Conesville (Conesville), Gavin (Cheshire), Muskingum (Beverly), Picway (Lockbourne), Tanner’s Creek (Lawrenceburg, Indiana, near Cincinnati), Kammer and Mitchell (Moundsville, West Virginia, across the Ohio River from Dilles Bottom), and Mountaineer and Sporn (New Haven, West Virginia, across the Ohio River from Pomeroy). 
Under today’s settlement, the AEP plants will emit 79% less sulfur dioxide by 

2018, and 69% less nitrogen oxides by 2016.
Sulfur dioxide can cause respiratory illness, aggravate asthma and heart disease, and lead to premature death, according to the U.S. EPA. Nitrogen oxides can damage lung tissue and reduce lung function, damage plants and reduce crop yields. One of these oxides, nitrous oxide, is a greenhouse gas.

In the air, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides form fine particles, 30 times smaller than the width of a human hair. According to the U.S. EPA, these can cause aggravated asthma, development of chronic bronchitis, irregular heartbeat, nonfatal heart attacks, and premature death in people with heart or lung disease. Other reactions between the two pollutants cause acid rain, which damages forests and crops, and makes lakes and streams acidic and uninhabitable for fish. Acid rain can even accelerate the decay of building materials and paints. 

The clean-ups will cost an estimated $4.6 billion, according to the U.S. EPA. The cost estimate is contingent on decisions AEP has yet to make, chiefly whether to clean up or close each plant.

The lawsuit, charging Clean Air Act violations, was originally filed in 1999 by Ohio Citizen Action, Citizens Action Coalition of Indiana, Hoosier Environmental Council, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, West Virginia Environmental Council, Clean Air Council, Izaak Walton League of America, United States Public Interest Research Group, National Wildlife Federation, Indiana Wildlife Federation, League of Ohio Sportsmen, Sierra Club, and Natural Resources Defense Council, eight state governments (New York, Connecticut, New Jersey, Vermont, New Hampshire, Maryland, Massachusetts and Rhode Island), and the U.S. EPA. The plaintiffs’ legal team included attorneys from the Clean Air Task Force in Boston, Environmental Law and Policy Center in Chicago, and Natural Resources Defense Council in New York.
The emissions reductions could also indirectly lower carbon dioxide emissions. The settlement creates an incentive for AEP to shut down older plants, which have higher carbon dioxide emissions than replacement power sources or efficiency. 
Ohio Citizen Action is the state’s largest environmental organization, with 80,000 dues-paying members .
Full text of consent agreement, background materials at www.ohiocitizen.org.
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