Tuesday, July 14, 2009
H.R. 1310

Representative Dennis Kucinich

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington D.C. 20515

Honorable Dennis Kucinich,

We strongly believe in the preservation of not only our Planet Earth but also in saving our natural resources and maintaining the ever important Eco-System that supports all life forms.  Please let your voice be heard, as it has so often been in the past, on so many vital issues that concern not only the citizens that you represent in the 10Th District, but also all Americans as well.

The specific issue in question is that of “Mountaintop Removal of Coal.”  This form of mining is extremely devastating to not only our natural resources, but also our communities as well, particularly throughout the Appalachia Region.  As you know the mining causes the ridge-top to be pulverized and dumped into adjacent river valleys.  This ultimately brings all kinds of toxic materials (selenium, arsenic, coal and other contaminants as well) into the streams which, ultimately impacts our drinking water; not only in West Virginia but also ultimately the Ohio River as well.

We ultimately drink that water!  At what point does business profit mean more than preserving not only our natural resources, but human life as well?  This clearly is a violation of the Clean Water Act that former President Bush found away around by issuing a “clarification” of the law, allowing stream filling by any sort of mining or industrial debris, as opposed to forbidding any stream destruction. Do you remember that very powerful TV ad some years ago, that depicted an American Indian shedding a tear while observing from a hill side what had been done to the environment?
How long will the electorate of this great country of ours allow “special interest groups,” lobbyists, and all of the other profit at any cost groups to dictate to our Congress the laws that should be in place to protect all of these “vital to life” interests of everyone?  Having served as a Councilman-at-Large for almost 20 years I am very familiar with the whole legislative process and what it takes to insure the general welfare of the electorate by doing that which is correct.  The electorate must stand up and be heard; otherwise, apathy will permit every abuse imaginable to take place.
So Dennis, we concerned citizens of this great country ask you once again to “stand up and be heard” and enlist the support of as many of your fellow legislators as possible.  After all, this Government was founded on the belief that we the people should have representatives who represent the “greatest good for the greatest number,” and not be intimated by conflicting interest groups of any kind.  Remember, “Great oaks came from acorns that held their ground!”
Democracy is only effective when it truly has the “consent” of those being governed!  That’s why we have term limits and the ability to remove those who don’t have our best interests at heart.  The Clean Water Act should be revisited and rewritten.  You should also interface with not only the EPA but also the Mineral Policy Center in Washington for their support as well in this endeavor.

Once again we’re counting on your support and since, I personally know that you have always been the “peoples advocate,” I’m sure that you will do your utmost to “undo” this gross adulteration of our precious environment.  I would also suggest that much stronger fines be levied to punish those who destroy the environment and let their industry know that they will be held accountable.  The Global Mining Initiative has been working on improving mining methods and its sustainability but it has not gone far enough in this regard.
To this end, Jay Hair, Secretary General of the International Council on Mining and Metals has stated that “environmental protection and social responsibility are important!”  Let them put their money where their mouths are.
President Barack Obama said last year that he was against mountaintop removal and Vice President, Joe Biden, has indicated that “we are working on it.”  Let the legislation put the “teeth in the law” and let this endless rape of our environment stop now!  Please see that this legislation is enacted for the protection of not only our generation, but for all generations!
Thank you so much for your consideration on this so vital matter.  For if we don’t act now, then when, and if not us, then who?

Sincerely,

Ken Perry

5617 Lancaster Drive

Brooklyn Heights, Ohio 44131

klouisperry@sbcglobal.net 

